
Conservation Agents from the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation and 
members of the Clay Howlett Memorial 
Chapter of the National Wild Turkey 
Federation hosted a Youth Turkey 
Hunting Seminar and Hunt for six 
children between the ages of 9 and 14 
in Pulaski County.  

Three girls and three boys attended a 
seminar on March 25 at the Art Booth 

Farm located in Southwest Pulaski 
County where participants received 
instruction on the history of wild 
turkey and management in Missouri, 
hunting regulations, turkey hunting 
safety, use of turkey calls, and hunt-
ing strategy. The attendees were fed a 
lunch of grilled hamburgers, bratwurst, 
hotdogs, and sides. The day concluded 
with participants patterning shotguns. 
Each participant was issued camouflage 

gloves, head net, and hat; backpack, 
box call, a slate and glass call, and knife 
to be used on their hunt. The NWTF 
donated a camouflage Mossberg 20 
gauge shotgun which was drawn for at 
the event. 

The participants returned on April 
8-9 to hunt during the Youth Turkey 
Season. The Booth Farm and adjoining 
property owned by Don Gibson were 
utilized for the hunt. Hunting blinds, 
chairs, and decoys were purchased 
using grant money and were set in 
advance at locations on both properties. 
Each youth hunter was accompanied 
by a parent and experienced hunting 
guide. On April 8, one youth hunter 
killed an adult gobbler and two hunters 
missed gobblers throughout the day. 
Another youth hunter shot a tom on 
April 9 and another adult gobbler was 
taken by a participant during the spring 
turkey hunting season. Three of the 
six participant’s harvested turkeys and 
only one youth hunter did not have the 
opportunity to shoot at a turkey during 
the hunt. 

The MDC and NWTF recognize the 
importance of recruiting youth to the 
sport of hunting in order to preserve 
our hunting heritage and to increase 
the number of youth participating in 
the sport. Youth hunts also offer a great 
opportunity to expose children to a 
high quality outdoor experience which 
can be shared with family. 

This event was made possible by a 
$1,000 grant from the Missouri Con-

by Tom Fielden 

Project Description

The Chilton Creek Forest Habitat Enhancement 
project will address several key goals of the NWTF’s 
“Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.” initiative in Mis-
souri.  The Nature Conservancy’s Chilton Creek 
preserve lies within the America’s Mid-South focal 
landscape, and is in the heart of MDC’s designated 
Current River Hills Conservation Opportunity Area.  
This project contributes to the NWTF strategy to 
implement prescribed burning in woodland habitats 
within the focal landscape areas.  The many benefits 
of prescribed fire include increasing the vigor and 
abundance of native species, increasing total herba-
ceous cover in the ground layer, reducing oak sapling 
density and increasing light penetration to ground 

cover layer – all leading to improved forest quality 
and better woodland habitat.

Chilton Creek is over 5,000 acres of woodland 
habitat and has been under prescribed fire man-
agement for nearly 20 years.  Management units 
are alternately burned in the spring and fall on a 
4-year rotation, and two units, Kelly North and 
Kelly South, totaling 1,010 acres will be burned 
this year.  Power equipment is used for prepar-
ing and burning units and two-way handheld 
radios are used for communication to safely 
complete the burns.  

There are notable additional benefits to this 
project.  The Nature Conservancy is an active 
NGO in the Current River Project Area and 

conducts outreach for private landowners to 
implement practices that improve forest habitat 
throughout the region.  Cooperative projects 
with TNC will also meet the NWTF goal of 
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MDC and NWTF Hosts Youth 
Turkey Hunting Seminar and Hunt
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Participants, instructors, and guides for the event in Pulaski County, Missouri.

WyattCook of Lebanon, age 12, and his bird.

continued on page 3
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION NOTE:
The staff of the Show-Me Gobbler thank you for your contributions 
to the publication. Please feel free to submit future articles with 
photos to the contact information listed on the back page of this issue. 
Submission requirements: Digital copy submitted in Microsoft Word. 
(please contact us if you can only send hard copy) Digital photo-
graphs are preferred but will be accepted as snapshots if supplied to 
the editor. When scanning your own photos, please use at least 225 
resolution (dpi) but no more than 400 dpi, saved as a .jpg, .tiff or .eps. 
Photos submitted outside of these guidelines may not be suitable for 
printing. Please include photo captions and credits for each photo 
submitted. Photos will not be returned. Thanks again for your contri-
butions and we look forward to your participation in the future.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Show-Me Gobbler is published three times 
per year by the George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and is circulated statewide to its membership as well as other 
interested parties. As the official publication of the George C. Clark Missouri 
State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, the Show-Me Gobbler 
serves to inform, educate and entertain wild turkey enthusiasts throughout 
Missouri and is committed to supporting conservation through sound wildlife 
management, and sport hunting through safety and ethics education.
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servation Heritage Foundation, a $500 grant from the 
NWTF and additional funding provide by the Clay 
Howlett Memorial Chapter of the NWTF. Donations 
were also received from numerous local businesses 
including:  Walmart of St. Robert, Post Pawn Store of St. 
Robert, Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Rolla, and Hi-
land Dairy Foods of Rolla. Special thanks are in order 
to landowners Art Booth and Don Gibson for open-
ing their property to the youth and their dedication to 
promoting our hunting heritage. 

MDC and NWTF Host Youth... continued from page 1

On October 4, 2015 I was checking food plots on 
my ridge field, saw a white object, and thought, 
“what did I do, drop a bucket in the field?,”  then 
noticed the turkeys, and realized it was a white 
turkey. I was able to snap a picture with my phone.  
Upon reflection, I wondered how this bird man-
aged to make it through his first few months of life. 
On several different occasions, as I would be mov-
ing through the farm I would immediately spot this 
white bird, and only after a few seconds of study I 
would see the other turkeys with him. On opening 
day of rifle deer season 2015, I saw turkeys pitch 
out and then saw a white one and thought, “what 

is that snow goose doing with those turkeys?” and 
then realize it was the white turkey. The next day 
the wind was out of the north so I was able to sit 
on the other side of the field. I watched about 25 
birds hit the ground, the white turkey was in the 
bunch, and I was able to get about 40 minutes of 
video with the birds about 75 yards from my blind. 
The only other time I had a chance on harvesting 
the bird, was bow season 2016. He stepped into the 
field edge at 30 yards but there was no clean shot 
with a few tree branches in the way, and he walked 
away from me.

This brings us to the kill day; the last day of the 
2017 spring turkey season. My farm is in Pulaski 
County and the Gasconade River is very close to 
my property. I knew with the river at record levels, 

the birds would be out of the bottoms, and in the 
hills where my farm lies. I’ve been spring turkey 
hunting for 17 years and have never heard birds 
gobble like they did on that day. I had a few gob-
bling on the ground, and one behind me and to 
the right. As I am working birds in front of me I 
look to my right and see the white turkey. I notice 
the black beard and think, “beard; legal bird.” He is 
about 25 yards and as I swing the 870 to my right 
and click off the safety, he busts me and starts to 
walk off but I was still able to pull off the shot. Not 
how I would’ve preferred to get it done but it was a 
clean harvest. As I walked up on him, which ended 
up being 31 yards, I just could not believe my good 
fortune to have the opportunity to have harvested 
such a unique bird.

Mike Weber Ends His Missouri 2017 
Turkey Season With A Unique Trophy

Mike Weber and his Pulaski County gobbler taken on the last 
day of the 2017 spring turkey season.

Trail camera photo of Mike’s bird last fall. 

Austin Crow of Crocker, age 14.
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There has been a $500 donation to our NWTF State Board of 
Directors to increase memberships in our state. 

We will award this $500 to the individual that signs up the most 
new adult members (Regular Member, Wheelin Sportsmen, Wom-
en of the Outdoors or Sponsor Members).

A new member is defined as someone who has not been a mem-
ber for at least two years. Another stipulation is that these new 
members cannot be signed up in conjunction with any banquet. As 
our banquet season for this year is more than half over we want to 
make this fair for everyone.

Please keep a record of the people you sign up. 

Any further question may be directed to your Regional Director, 
they are also the person to turn your list into by the end of August. 
NWTF Staff is not eligible for reward.

There is a lot of people to ask, as only about 7½% of the registered 
turkey hunter in the state of Missouri are members of the NWTF.

Let’s make this fun and productive as we continue to SAVE THE 
HABITAT and SAVE THE HUNT.

R. L. Bennett 
NWTF MO. State Chapter  President

$500 Reward

increasing partnerships with NGOs in Missouri.  Finally, Chilton Creek is 
open to public hunting and these habitat enhancements will also directly 
improve conditions on public hunting land in Missouri.

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY OUTCOMES

Habitat Equipment

The Nature Conservancy purchased a gas powered trimmer, a gas powered 
leaf blower, and a handheld radio with programming disc.  The equipment 
purchased with NWTF funds was used in the Chilton Creek Kelly North 
and Kelly South unit prescribed burns during the Spring 2017 fire season.

Prescribed Fire Management

The Nature Conservancy employees and volunteers conducted prescribe 
fire preparations for the Kelly North and Kelly South burn units on 
March 12-15, 2017.  Preparation included: flagging the perimeter of the 
unit, flagging trees & snags to be blown around as wildlife trees, cutting 
trees from across the fire line, removing large fuels from within 3 feet of 
the fire line, leaf blowing the fire line, brush cutting the fire line where 
needed, and blowing around wildlife snags within a chain of the fire line 
and falling snags <6” within 1/2 chain of the fire line.  On March 16, 2017, 
the crew burned the perimeter of the Kelly North and Kelly South units 
in preparation for interior ignitions.  On March 18, 2017, the crew com-

pleted the burn of the interior of the Kelly North and Kelly South units, 
totaling 1,010 acres.

Project Benefits

NWTF Super Fund support of prescribed burning on The Nature Conser-
vancy’s preserves also increases opportunities for outreach to private land-
owners and directly improves habitat on lands that are open to the public 
for hunting.  During the time of this project, The Nature Conservancy 
held 2 public demonstration field tours at the Chilton Creek preserve to 
highlight beneficial land management practices – including prescribed fire.  
The 5,000 acre Chilton Creek preserve is open to public hunting, with an 
average of 200 hunters annually using the location and benefitting from 
these habitat enhancements.

The Nature Conservancy engaged 17 volunteers on the Kelly North and 
Kelly South burns, including students from Colorado State University who 
were participating in an Ozarks Prescribed Fire Training Exchange (TREX) 
sponsored by TNC’s Fire Learning Network.  These experiences provide 
training and expand knowledge of the ecological benefits of prescribed fire 
for healthy forests and improved wildlife habitat.

Burn crew observing a test fire. © TNC | Landewe

Preparing to build fire line using leaf blowers.  © TNC | Fielden

NWTF Super Fund Project Report... continued from page 1



4    Show-Me Gobbler  —  2017

By Tim Schwent 

“It’s OK Grandpa that we didn’t get 
a turkey the first day like Luke did 
but I sure had a good time.” “Can we 
come back tomorrow?” Matthew’s 
question brought a big smile to my 
face. There is nothing better in our 
sport than an eight year old who 
wants to hunt another day. Mat-
thew is my second grandson who is 
only 10 ½ months younger than his 
brother Luke who killed a magnifi-
cent bird in the first hour of his first 
ever turkey hunt last year to give 
me a glimmer of hope that I might 
find new hunting buddies in my 
grandsons. I outlined in last year’s 
tale of Luke’s first hunt how neither 
his mother, Nikki, nor her brother, 
Bill, had developed the passion for 
hunting and fishing. They are both; 
pro hunt, pro gun, politically conser-
vative and outdoor people but prefer 
hiking, biking, skiing and mountain 
climbing. Matthew was a little more 
enthusiastic about the hunt than 
his brother. When I walked into his 
room at 4 AM he was sitting upright 
in bed with eyes wide open ready to 
go.

The first day of Missouri’s 2017 
youth season dawned bright and 
sunny with us in a blind at a location 
where game cameras had recorded 
substantial activity in a food plot 
the previous few weeks and where I 
had observed three long beards just 
a few days earlier. We had made the 
requisite stop at the convenience 
store for donuts and chocolate milk 
and I packed some turkey jerky for 
snacks and deer sausage, cheese, 
crackers and soft drinks for lunch. 
Matthew would shoot a Mossberg 
500 compact 20 gauge which I had 
topped with a Tru-Glo Gobble Stop-
per red dot scope. I had chosen the 
Federal Premium Third Degree shot 
shells after a session on the bench 
had shown them to be lethal at both 
long and short range out of the little 
20 gauge. I had purchased a Caudwell 
Field Pod a couple of years ago 
specifically for my grandson’s use. It 
offers a steady platform, easily moved 
and adjusted to enable quick accla-
mation to the target. These type aids 
for youth hunters make the process 

much easier. Excitement of the hunt 
alone is enough to shake the aim so 
provide the best mechanical help you 
can afford. I also use only low recoil 
ammunition to practice. It is hard to 
find locally but you can order it from 
Midway USA.

Our hunt started off like gang-
busters. We had turkeys gobbling 
from all directions. Just a few min-
utes after shooting time, a gobbler 
and several hens flew down within 
100 yards behind the blind. One hen 
was in the food plot within minutes 
and fed there sometimes within 20 
feet for over twenty minutes. The 
gobbler was so close behind the blind 
we could hear him drumming. An-
other hen was very vocal in response 
to my calling and eventually she led 
the gobbler and the hen in the food 
plot back the way they came. Ten 
minutes later another hen showed 
up across the field. While we were 
watching her, Matthew remarked 
there were more turkeys on the hill. 
I looked to find two gobblers and 
six hens had come out of the woods 
to our north to feed. Those big boys 
were very satisfied with the hens 
they had and did not even lean our 
way. The hen across the field worked 
her way to these new birds and all of 
them left the field in the same direc-
tion as the first gobbler. 

The entire morning was full of gob-
bling. Every time a Tom would gob-
ble Matthew would look at me with 
eyes wide and say “was that another 
one, Grandpa”. We had birds gob-
bling everywhere and worked several 
more within 100 yards but all had 
hens and would not come into range. 
Matthew’s hunt was actually better 
than Luke’s from last year as we heard 
over a dozen birds and hundreds of 
gobbles. Luke only heard one bird 
gobble about 20 times but then he got 
to shoot the bird within the first hour.  
By 11 AM we had exhausted our 
jerky supply and Matthew was hun-
gry so we went to the truck for lunch 
and discussed the morning hunt. We 
decided to move the blind to within 
range of the spot where the two gob-
blers and six hens came into the field 
that morning. Matthew got tickled 
to see me pick up the blind from the 
inside and “walk” it to the new spot 

without taking it down. He decided 
we had missed our change to do that 
earlier when the turkeys were in the 
field. We still heard gobbling the next 
few hours but the early alarm clock 
began to take it’s toll on Matthew. 
He was beginning to snooze in his 
chair. We packed up about 2 PM and 
headed for home to try to convince 
his mother to allow us a second day 
to hunt. She is very strict about the 
boys attending church on Sunday. 
Saturday evening is the same as 
Sunday morning for us Catholics so 
Matthew attended evening Mass with 
Grandma and me. We thanked the 
Lord for our great day and safe return 
and for his blessing on the next 

morning. Matthew decided to sleep 
in the room with my World Slam of 
turkey mounts for luck.

I did have to shake Matthew a few 
times the next morning to wake him 
but he talked about the previous day’s 
hunt all the way to the farm. The 
birds gobbled as soon as we got to 
the blind. I set out four Avian X hen 
decoys including the lay down hen. 
The new Quarter Strut Jake finished 
out the spread. One gobbler behind 
us kept working closer. I heard a hen 
clucking and purring very close. I 
reached over to Matthew and had his 
put on his hearing protection then 
told him to listen for the hen that 
was very close. A few minutes later 
I heard what sounded like someone 
raking leaves. A glance to the left 
found a gobbler in full strut running 
past a feeding hen toward the decoys. 
I told Matthew to get ready but a 
peek his way found him slumped in 
the chair asleep. I shook him hard 

and said, “There he is Matthew, get 
ready”. He was awake immediately 
and leaned into the gun. By that time 
the gobbler was standing on the lay 
down hen and pecking the quarter 
strut jake. I told Matthew to wait till 
the bird got away from the decoy 
before he shot. The Tom was beating 
up my brand new $130 decoy pretty 
good with wings, claws, spurs and 
beak. He finally knocked it off the 
stake and with the gobbler stand-
ing proudly on top of his conquest I 
asked Matthew if he had the red dot 
below the head like we practiced on 
the targets. He said yes, I took the 
safety off and said shoot. The little 
Mossberg roared and the gobbler 
jumped about 15 feet in the air, came 
down hard and rolled about 15 yards 
down the hill. When he stopped Mat-
thew asked “Is he dead Grandpa”. Yes, 
I said, you got him good. There was 
a couple hi fives and hugs and tears 
were running down both my cheeks. 
It took a few minutes to get my eyes 
clear before I could take a picture. 
When I looked at my phone as I was 
texting to his parents and grandma 
it was 6:45. The same time Luke had 
killed his bird the previous year.

Matthew’s bird was too heavy for 
him to carry. It weighed 24 lbs; had 1 
3/16 inch spurs and a 10 inch beard. 
Score 67.75. I have never killed any 
turkey that weighed 24 lbs. Luke’s 
bird last year scored 68.50. The best 
bird I have ever taken in Missouri 
only scored 67.50. So my taxidermist 
was happy to see me walk in the 
shop. Looks like maybe my grandkids 
will keep him busy in my retirement. 
There was some problems later that 
day however as I began experiencing 
severe pain in my left side and back. 
So bad that I went to bed very early 
and did not sleep that night. The next 
day found me in the emergency room 
with a kidney stone. They gave me 
some high powered meds and sent 
me home saying it would pass. In that 
painful confusion, I had forgotten to 
call in Matthew’s turkey as required 
by Missouri regulations. A quick 
apologetic call to our local agent 
received a “don’t worry” response.  
He told me to call it in then and he 
would take care of it when it was 
forwarded to him for investigation. 
The “Turkey Gods” were not finished 
with me yet. The next weekend found 
me back in the hospital with the same 
kidney stone after a very unpleasant 
week at home. Opening day was ob-
served in surgery to remove the prob-

Maybe The “Passion” 
Does Skip Generations

Southest Missouri District Director, Tm Schwent, 
and his grandson, Matthew.
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lem. That kept me out of the woods 
the first week. Rain did the same 
thing with week two. I only hunted 5 
days of the Missouri adult season but 
2017 still ranks up there with 2016 as 
my best two seasons ever because of 
my grandson’s “passion”.

More bad news would come later 
in the season during hunts to Kansas 
and Nebraska. Problems with my left 
leg were finally diagnosed as osteo-

arthritis that would require a hip 
replacement to fix. I didn’t have to 
contemplate long. My father, a volun-
teer firefighter, as you heard last year, 
died in the line of duty fighting fire in 
the local nursing home. He was only 
53. He taught me to love the outdoors 
but he never got to hunt or fish with 
a grandchild. I’m not going to miss 
any time with these boys if I can help 
it. Get a new hip in order to be able 

to hunt with my grandsons? To quote 
grandson Luke Allcock, “It’s worth it”.  
As I write this tale I am less than a 
week out of hip replacement surgery. 
I will be ready for fall turkey season 
and now Matthew wants to go duck 
hunting. Now I have a third grand-
child on the way. My son and his wife 
are expecting in January. I guess I will 
have to make the sacrifice of traveling 
to Colorado to “Save the Hunt” and 

teach this one “THE PASSION”. If 
you are reading this, you already have 
the passion. Pass it along. Take a kid 
hunting. “It’s worth it”.

Tim Schwent is a District Director 
in Southeast Missouri, and is a State 

Board Member and member of the 
Bootheel Boss Gobblers local chapter

In an effort to create 1,000 new hunters annually 
through mentored hunts in Missouri towards our 
Save The Habitat. Save The Hunt. goal of 40,000, 
the National Wild Turkey Federation in Mis-
souri initiated a new hunter recruitment program 
in 2014. With the help of valued partners Quail 
Forever and Pheasants Forever (QFPF) the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation (MDC), the 
Missouri Prairie Foundation (MPF), The Conserva-
tion Federation of Missouri (CFM), Friends of the 
NRA, and private landowners throughout the state, 
this program has been successful and is growing in 
popularity. Table 1 indicates the number of coun-
ties involved, the number of acres involved, the 
number of hunts held, total experienced hunters 
(mentors and experienced youth 11-15), total new 
hunters, and overall hunter participation during 
2014-2016.

This project, from start to finish, is an excel-
lent example of the true value of a cooperative 
effort in that all partner agencies and organiza-
tions gave equally of their resources to make 
it a success. The MDC, Friends of the NRA, 
and NWTF helped pay for the seed, herbicide, 
fertilizer and contracted installation costs. In 
addition, as most of you that farm can attest, 
weather and deer depredation can impact field 
establishment; every year we have experienced 
total field losses at some sites as a result of both 
flooding and deer damage. When this has oc-
curred, MDC has also come through by provid-
ing us with a replacement field on one of their 
Conservation Areas dedicating one of their sun-
flower fields to this program on opening day.  
All partners helped promote the opportunity 
and MDC conducted the workshops and hunter 
education opportunities prior to the September 
hunts. QFPF was very instrumental in locating 
landowners that provided about half of the ac-
cess and also assisted in installation, promotion, 
and providing mentors. MPF is also using this 
program to help them with the management 

of one of their prairie properties. Their Carver 
Prairie in Newton County is a recent acquisition 
that has 35 acres of cool season exotic grasses 
that they want to convert back to diverse, wild-
life friendly, native warm season grasses. The 
sunflowers that we use are chemically resistant 
Clearfield sunflowers. Therefore, running a year 
or 2 of chemical resistant crops helps prepare 
the seedbed by eliminating competing cool sea-
son grasses and invasive exotics and allows the 
conversion to be successful. In addition to being 
attractive to doves, about 25-30% of the fields 
are left standing and provide excellent fall and 
winter feeding areas for a whole suite of migra-
tory birds as well as turkeys and other resident 
birds.  

This year we will be hosting hunts on 10 fields 
scattered across the state in early September.  
Similar to last year, participating landowners 
got high quality sunflower fields installed on 
their properties in return for access to these 
fields for a minimum of 3 hunts in early Sep-
tember. Since the purpose of these dove hunts 
is to attract new people into our sport, priority 
will be given to individuals that: 1) have never 
previously hunted (regardless of age), 2) have 
lapsed and did not hunt anything the previous 
year (regardless of age), 3) youths 11 -15 (re-
gardless of experience), and 4) those folks that 
have never hunted migratory birds (regardless 
of age or experience with other forms of hunt-
ing). 

Most fields will probably be hunted on open-
ing day (9/1/17) and most fields hunted on 
opening day will likely offer a.m. and p.m. 
options. However,  at this writing, we still don’t 
know for sure if all of the fields will be ready by 
9/1/17. Also, since opening day is on a Friday 
and many of our registrants will be youths, 
some fields may opt to have their first hunts on 
Saturday (9/2/17). Since hunt times will vary, 
and not all of these decisions have been made, I 
would advise signing up since these opportuni-
ties will be first come first served and we only 
allow 20 hunters per field per hunt. Adjust-
ments can be made as necessary when we get 
closer to dove season and these dates and times 
get locked in.  

Hunt locations will include: Cabool Area, 
Chillicothe Area, Hartsville Area, Joplin Area, 
Lynchburg Area, Mokane Area, Mountain 
Grove area, Paris Area, St. Genevieve Area, and 
Washington Area.  If you think that you might 
be interested in signing up or know someone 
that might be, you can go to the state chapter 
website at http://www.monwtf.org/, fill out the 
application and e-mail it to John Burk at jburk@
nwtf.net, sign up online at http://tinyurl.com/
nuv6gos, or call John Burk for more informa-
tion at 563-676-5994.

2017 New Hunter 
Recruitment 
Dove Field Initiative

Mentor calling the shots during 2016.

Monroe field in 2016

Stats:  Total Counties = 17, 
Total Acres = 292, Total Hunts = 58, 
Total experienced hunters = 517, 

Total New Hunters = 288, 
Total Hunters = 805.
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Green Hills Chapter Holds Annual 
Outreach Events This June

The first weekend of June the Green Hills Chapter hosted back to back events.  On Saturday June 3 
the chapter had their annual JAKES Day in conjunction with the Trenton Police Department’s Cops 
and Bobbers kid’s fishing event.  74 youth turned out for a morning of fishing, archery and tomahawk 
throwing.  Lunch was provided by the Chapter and door prizes by the community.  Then on Sunday 
afternoon 42 individuals with the Family and Friends of the Developmentally Disabled attended a 
Wheelin’ Sportsman’s Event sponsored by the Chapter.  A cookout, fellowship and prize drawings fol-
lowed an afternoon of fishing.

Ritchie Meredith Memorial Chapter 
08/12/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Brian Fronabarger - (417) 840-4797 
bfronabarger@gmail.com 
Location: Elm Branch Church, 17591 Lawrence 1200, 
Aurora, MO 65605

River Bottom Gobblers 
08/19/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Mickey Moody - dmoody@fsbtrust.com 
(573) 333-0662 
Location: Caruthersville Armory, 801 West Third Street,  
Caruthersville, MO 63830

Nolan R. Hutcheson Memorial 
08/25/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Randy Lewis - (417) 260-5602 
rlewisnra@gmail.com 
Location: Intercounty Electric, 102 Maple Avenue, 
Licking, MO 65542

Perry County Beards & Spurs 
08/26/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Dominic Blythe - (573) 768-0878 
blythedominic@yahoo.com 
Location: K Of C Hall, West St Joseph St., 
304 W South Street 
Perryville, MO 63775

David Blanton Memorial 
08/26/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Darren & Lori Jones - (417) 746-4854 
darrenjones65@hotmail.com 
Location: Mt. Grove YMCA, 1 Ymca Drive 
Mt. Grove, MO 65711

St. Louis Sponsor Event 
09/09/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Matt Ludwig - 314) 853-4424 
mludwig1@charter.net 
Location: Anheuser Busch Mansion, Grants Farm, 
10501 Gravois Road, St. Louis, MO 63123

Clay Howlett Memorial 
09/30/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Clinton Jarrett - (573) 855-1442 
cjarrett83@gmail.com 
Location: VFW Post 3168, 26050 Swindell Dr 
Richland, MO 65556

See’s Creek Strutters 
10/07/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Chris Kleindienst - (573) 822-6075 
thehuntingcorner@yahoo.com 
Location: Knight’s Of Columbus Hall, Main St. 
Monroe City, MO 63456

Missouri Hunting Heritage Banquets

Hunter: William Hayden, of Kahoka, 
MO, and his daughter Tamra Paben.

Father & Daughter 
Hunting Partners

At 68, I took my dad turkey hunting for the first time. 
Now at 75, he is completely addicted! He had hunted white-
tails all of his life, but had absolutely no interest in turkey 
hunting because on tv it looked like it was just too easy. The 
first year I took him, I did make it a little easy. Because of his 
age, I wanted him to have a good experience.  I set up the 
blind the week before.  I knew the birds strut zone, and the 
time he did it every day. Opening morning,  dad was late, 
and the sun was coming up as I was putting out the decoys. 
I heard a commotion and looked up to see dad on his back 
in the lawn chair, feet in the air and the blind tipped over, 
because we had set it too far back on a small hill. I had a bad 
feeling that we would never get a bird to come in that day. At 
almost 7:30 that bird had snuck up on dad’s side of the blind, 
and let out a gobble. I thought dad’s eyes were going to pop 
out of his head! That bird headed directly to the decoys, 
never hesitating.  Dad’s old Ithaca 20ga stuck so far out the 
blind,  it looked like he was shaking a stick at it. He insisted 
on shooting the quail and pheasant loads he’d already had. 
When I finally got him to shoot, he laid that bird out at 29 
steps! I was so excited,  I threw the blind off of us and was 
on top of the bird before dad knew what was happening.  To 
this day, we still tell that story and laugh. 

Dad and I try to hunt 
together every year now, 
much to the sadness of my 
husband. He’s excited for 
us, but misses that opening 
day with his partner :)

Several times we have 
doubled. A couple of years 
we doubled opening day, 
and then again the next 
Monday. We talk, laugh, 
and marvel at nature, 
while we sit in that 
blind. We now go out the week before and set everything up 
together.  Last year I got sick and he actually called a bird in 
on his own. I’ve never seen him so excited! 

This next year, we may have to set the blind somewhere 
that he can access a little easier,  but I’ll have him out there 
no matter what. 

He was the only one to harvest a bird this year. I make it 
my mission to get his bird first. The excitement on his face 
when he hears those birds answer to a call is priceless! 

Tamra Paben,  Kahoka MO 
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Byers Wins Junior Grand 
Champion and Crist Wins 
Senior Grand Champion

The State Championship of the 
Youth Hunter Education Challenge 
(YHEC) was held June 09-11 at the 
United Sportsman Club near Jeffer-
son City.  YHEC is an event  open 
to kids 11-18 who have completed 
their Hunter Education Certifica-
tion.  The YHEC event tests their 
ability to complete 8 hunting chal-
lenges (4 shooting and 4 knowledge 
based events).  The shooting events 
consist of Light Hunting Rifle, 
Sporting Clays, Muzzleloader, and 
3-D Archery.  The knowledge events 
include Orienteering, Wildlife Iden-
tification, a Hunting Safety Trail, and a Responsibility Exam.  The event is divided into two divisions, a junior 
(11-14) and senior (15-18). Each event has individual place winners and then their total score accumulates 
for an overall winner in each division. 

Linn County Participants and Coaches - Back Row: Brock Allen and Ethan Crist. Middle 
Row: Coach Ken Polley, Trent Polley, Jacob Byers, Tyler Polley, Trae Hoerrmann, Coach 
Kevin Cokerham. Front Row: Konnor Hoerrmann, Kendall Link, Wyatt Link, Kody Coker-
ham. 

Linn County 4-H Shooting Sports 
Participants Excel at the YHEC State 
Championship

Results for the event for the Linn County participants who placed in the top 5. 

Senior Division - Grand Champion Ethan Crist -  1st Muzzleloader, 5th Orienteering, 1st Rifle, 5th Archery, 2nd Wildlife Identifica-
tion, , 1st Responsibility Exam, 1st Hunting Safety Trail

1st place Senior Team - Ethan Crist and Brock Allen

Junior Division - Grand Champion: Jacob Byers - 2nd place Trent Polley - 3rd place Tyler Polley - 5th place Wyatt Link.

Jacob Byers 2nd Orienteering, 5th Shotgun, 1st Rifle, 1st Archery, 1st Wildlife Identification, 1st Responsibility Exam, 1st Hunting Safety 
Trail

Trent Polley- 4th Muzzleloader, 1st Orienteering, 3rd Shotgun, 2nd Rifle, 2nd Archery, 2nd, Wildlife ID, 5th Responsibility Exam, 3rd Hunt-
ing Safety Trail.  

Tyler Polley - 1st Muzzleloader, 4th Orienteering, 2nd Shotgun, 3rd Rifle, 4th Archery, 5th Wildlife Identification, 3rd Responsibility Exam

Wyatt Link - 5th Muzzleloader, 1st Shotgun, 4th Wildlife Identification,  2nd Responsibility Exam, 2nd Hunting Safety Trail

Trae Hoerrmann 3rd in Muzzleloader

1st place Junior Team: Jacob Byers, Trent Polley, Tyler Polley, Wyatt Link

2nd place Junior Team: Trae Hoerrmann, Kody Cokerham, and Konnor Hoerrmann

National Qualifiers:  Junior Team: Jacob Byers, Trent Polley, Tyler Polley, Wyatt Link   Senior Team: Ethan Crist

Bunt Cumbea Chapter recently hosted their 
annual JAKES event at Lead Mine Conservation 
Area this past spring, and had 85 youth attend.  The 
youth were able to shoot skeet, pellet guns, archery, 
listen to turkey calling demonstrations, and iden-
tify wildlife by pelts and tracks.  The Bunt Cumbea 
Chapter stays active and looks forward to hosting 
this event next year.

The Bunt Cumbea 
Chapter Stays 
Active Year Round

Turkey calling instruction.

Pellet Gun shooting.

Shooting skeet.

Bunt Cumbea Laclede Co Chapter 
10/07/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Karen Ray - (417) 588-1643 
karen.ray@mdc.mo.gov 
Location: Cowan Civic Center, 500 E. Elm St. 
Lebanon, MO 65536

Polk County Hillbilly Longbeards 
10/07/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Todd Grant - (417) 399-4534 
todd.grant@smcpackaging.com 
Location: Smith’s Restaurant, Hwy 13 South 
Bolivar, MO 65613

Shoal Creek Chapter 
10/14/2017 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Bill House - (417) 236-3719 
bill.house@tyson.com 
Location: Casino Building, 101 South Lincoln Street, 
Monett, MO 65708

Gasconade River Gobblers 
10/20/2017 · 6:00 PM  
Contact: Kyle Lairmore - (573) 437-8899 
kylelairmore@hotmail.com 
Location: Belle / Bland Community Buidling, 200 Hwy 28 
Belle, MO 65013

Marais-des Cygnes River Gobblers 
10/21/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Wyatt Jackson - (816) 289-0578 
wyattwjackson@gmail.com 
Location: Adrian Optimist Club, 11336 Nw County Road 41, 
Adrian, MO 64720

Missouri Hunting Heritage Banquets continued

For a complete list, visit: 
www.nwtf.org/events
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Share your outdoor experiences with your NWTF peers, 
PLEASE submit them to John Burk at jburk@nwtf.net with a 
brief photo description and they will be considered for the 
harvest page section of your Show Me Gobbler newsletter.

The George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter 

Member Harvest Page

These 2 birds were killed on April 25, only 25 
minutes apart. Bryan Wisdom’s (left) bird had a 
10 inch beard. Ron Johnson (right), with a bird 
that had a 11 inch beard, and a 5 inch beard. This 
was Ron’s first long beard at 70 years old.

Willard Thunder’n Gobblers duo Kim and Hunter 
Bussard with their birds on the final Saturday of 
the season.

Liam Rasmussen 8 years old Turkey from youth 
season. 24lb 6oz 11in beard 1 1/4 in spurs. Liam 
is the grandson of 4 Rivers Chapter president, 
Eldo Meyer of Gerald,  MO.

Joe Malters from the Dry Fork Strutters chapter 
and committee just finished up his World Slam 
this year.

Rob Meiser with son, Jack, and his first turkey 
harvested on Governor’s sponsored hunt.

Mitch Norris and Mark Adams from the St. Louis 
Longbeards Chapter, both with a nice catfish.

Henry Collop got his first turkey opening morning 
of youth season.  24 pounds, 2 beards.  Taken in 
Adair County, Missouri in 2017.

The Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter hosted a class for Hunters Education Certification. 
We had 24 future hunters pass the test! This is another step to our SHSH objectives! 
Congratulations to all of these kids! Submitted by Brian Duckett.

4 Rivers Chapter scholarship winner, Alex VanLeer.Carley Grimes being presented her $300 
scholarship from the Saline County 
Struters in March of 2017.

Shane Ludwig youth turkey season 28 lbs and 12 
inch beard. St Louis Sponsor Event chapter.
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By Jason L. Isabelle 
Resource Scientist 
Missouri Department of Conservation

For this issue’s article, I’m going to deviate from 
turkey population monitoring and harvest updates 
and provide information about a topic I receive 
a fair number of questions about each year – 
planting food plots for wild turkeys. Although not 
a substitute for managing the forests, woodlands, 
and grasslands on your property, planting food plots 
can be a good way to increase food availability for 
turkeys and provide hunting opportunities as well. 
Depending on what you plant, turkeys will use food 
plots at different times of the year so when thinking 
about the subject, it is important to define your 
objectives. 

Food plot plantings can be divided into warm 
season and cool season forages. As their name 
suggests, warm season forages grow during the 
summer, whereas cool season forages grow best 
during the cooler weather of spring and fall. Warm 
season crops are typically planted in spring – cool 
season crops are most often planted in late summer 
to early fall. Food plot plantings can be further 
divided into annuals and perennials. Annual crops 
must be planted each year, whereas perennial 
forages persist for several years with proper 
maintenance. Commonly planted warm season 
crops are annuals, however, there are a number of 
annual and perennial cool season food plot choices.

If the objective of your food plot is to provide a 
winter food source for turkeys, you should consider 
a warm season planting, of which soybeans and corn 
are good choices. Assuming suitable roosting cover 
is available close by, food plots of these standing 
crops can hold turkeys all winter depending on the 
size of the plots. Unless the crops are protected, 
it can be difficult to have much soybean or corn 
seed left during winter if food plot size is less than 
about three acres. Depending on the density of the 
deer herd in your area, you may need to plant 5-10 
acres if you hope to provide a winter food source of 
these crops. For those wanting to plant soybeans in 
smaller plots, electric fences can be used to protect 
the bean plants for the first month or two while they 
are becoming established. An additional benefit 
of these warm season plots is that they make great 
places to hunt deer during the late season. When the 
weather turns cold, it is difficult to find a better place 
to deer hunt than over a standing corn or soybean 
field. Soybeans also provide a great protein source 
during summer when does are lactating and bucks 
are growing antlers.

If the objective of your food plot is to provide food 
for turkeys during spring through fall or a place to 
hunt during spring, then you should consider a cool 
season crop. Of all the cool season food plot choices 
for turkeys, wheat is one of the best. Wheat is an 
easy to establish annual crop that provides a green 
food source from fall through spring. If left fallow 
the following year after planting, the wheat will go to 
seed providing a readily sought-after food source for 
turkeys and deer during late spring into summer. A 
variety of forbs will also germinate in fallow wheat 
fields, providing great habitat for turkey broods and 
additional forage for deer. 

Another great cool season food plot choice for 
turkeys is clover. There are a variety of clovers, 
some of which are annuals and some of which 
are perennials. Turkeys are highly attracted to all 
clovers so your choice of variety depends on the site 
conditions and your desired level of maintenance. 
Although annual cool season plots have to be 
planted each year, there is relatively little plot 
maintenance involved after planting. Perennial 
clover plots will last several years, but maintenance 
of these plots will involve keeping weeds under 
control by mowing and using herbicides. Turkeys 
readily consume clover during spring and fall, and 
into summer depending on which clover is planted. 
Clover also attracts insects making them great 
brood-rearing habitats. Because hens frequently 
forage in clover plots during spring, gobblers are 
often strutting nearby, making clover a good choice 
for spring hunting locations as well. 

Crimson clover is a great annual food plot plant. It 
is easy to establish, inexpensive, and grows quickly, 
providing a lot of forage for turkeys and deer. 
Crimson clover is not very cold-tolerant, however, 
so this plant may not survive the winter months 
depending on how low the temperature dips. It is 
best to plant this species in a mixture to ensure there 
is food in the plot come spring. Red clover is more 
cold-tolerant than crimson clover and provides 
forage later into spring and summer making these 
two clovers good companion crops. Although red 
clover is classified as a biennial, it can persist for 
several years. Like crimson clover, it is relatively 
easy to establish and is adapted to a range of soil 
conditions. 

Ladino clover is a great choice for a perennial 
clover plot. It can be planted with other clovers 
or cereal grains and is tolerant of sites with shade 
and wet conditions. When establishing a perennial 
clover plot, it is a good idea to plant the clover 
with a cereal grain like wheat. Wheat germinates 
quickly and takes the brunt of the browsing 
pressure from deer that first fall allowing the clover 
to becoming established. The following year the 
wheat will produce seed and fall back into the plot 

allowing the clover to take over. Unlike annual 
plantings, perennial plots like ladino require some 
maintenance. These plots can require annual 
fertilizer applications, mowing once or twice during 
summer to prevent weed seed production, and 
multiple herbicide applications depending on the 
severity of weed pressure. It is important to keep in 
mind that clovers are small seeded species, so it is 
critical that they are not planted too deep – follow 
the planting instructions carefully. Another critical 
step is inoculating clovers (or any legume like 
soybeans) with the proper strain of bacteria, which 
helps these plants fix nitrogen.

In summary, although managing existing habitat 
types on a property should be the primary focus, 
food plots offer additional food for turkeys and 
other wildlife and can provide hunting opportunities 
as well. Although there are a number of food plot 
choices, some of the most common (soybeans, 
corn, wheat, and clover) still remain some of the 
best. Whatever you choose to plant, be sure to 
take the necessary steps to be successful. To get 
the most out of your plots, take a soil sample and 
amend the soil as needed. Prepare a good seed bed 
and plant at the right soil depth just prior to rain. 
Food plots can be a lot of work and can be fairly 
costly to establish and maintain. However, watching 
turkeys and other wildlife feeding in your plots is a 
rewarding experience that will make all of the effort 
worthwhile. 

Planting Food Plots 
for Wild Turkeys 

Another Succesful 
Youth Yunter

The Bunt Cumbea Chapter hosted their second 
annual youth spring turkey hunt on Saturday, April 
8.  We had four youth participate with a couple 
misses however one was successful with a harvest.  
Wyatt Cook pictured below harvested his turkey 
with mentor Jarad Milligan, Laclede County Con-
servation Agent.

For a complete listing of NWTF events, visit: www.nwtf.org/events
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It was April 18 when I decided to take a crack at 
my first turkey hunt. I had my late father-in-law’s 
1950’s Lynch World Champion box call and his 
Remington 870 3” 12 gage.  My brother, Nelson, 
who is an avid turkey hunter, and has been for years, 
was camping with some friends in Shannon County, 
Missouri.  Nelson has always been a “run and gun” 
turkey hunter and is really good at it.  I am 65 years 
old and a diving accident in 1969 left me in a wheel-
chair at age 17 so run-and-gun is out for me. 

Over the years I had thought about trying turkey 
hunting especially after listening to Nelson’s stories. 
He took my oldest brother Gary one year. Nelson 
had called up a nice tom, Gary took aim and fired.  
The bird took off unharmed, but the three inch 
pine tree at the end of his barrel took a fatal load. A 
chunk of that tree with Gary’s turkey tag attached 
holds a proud spot at Nelson’s cabin in Carroll 
County, Tennesse.

Having made the decision 
to go it on my own, I needed 
a place I could get around in 
my wheelchair by myself.  The 
answer was Mingo National 
Wildlife Refuge where they have 
some paved paths that lead to 
blinds set up for disabled hunt-
ers to archery hunt deer. Just 
last year I found out, after tur-
key season, they are also open 
for turkey hunting. 

Midday on the eighteenth I 
went into town (Poplar Bluff) 
to get some turkey loads, and 
because I was going to be on a 
national wildlife refuge I needed 
non-toxic shot. All I could find 
was some 2¾ inch number six 
steel.  I was hoping for Hevi-
Shot but everybody was sold 
out.  After getting home I drew 
a silhouette of a turkey’s head 
and neck on paper and my wife 
put it up on a hay-bale thirty yards 
away. I gave her my cell phone to video my shot in 
slow motion, took aim and fired.  Because of my 
spinal cord injury I have no grip in my right hand so 
I was unable to grasp the forearm. Of course the gun 
jumped a good bit but I managed to hang on with 
my left hand and the gun did not hit the ground!  
My wife retrieved the target and, to my surprise, it 
didn’t look bad!

April 19 the alarm went off at 3:45 a.m.  After get-
ting dressed, having breakfast and putting my things 
in the van, I headed to Mingo.  I arrived before 
daylight, not really knowing what to expect, gath-
ered my gear, and headed down the trail for the first 
blind. Once settled in I loaded the 870 and waited. 
As it started to crack daylight I expected to hear 
gobblers off in the distance, but not a turkey sound.  

There were several birds and some squirrels and that 
is a big part of hunting, watching and listening to 
God’s creation. I took the call and started to work 
it.  (I should say that what little practice I did in the 
days prior had sounded bad. Nelson and his son said 
I needed a lot of practice.)  There wasn’t any gob-
bler responding to my “love song” as I worked the 
call and not knowing how often to call, I sent MDC 
agent Mic Plunkett a text and asked.  He said it was 
really a personal preference but to try about every 
ten minutes for awhile, and then wait. After work-
ing the call off and on for awhile and not getting any 
response I thought maybe the wooden blind was 
hindering the sound so I moved out of the blind and 
called.  Still nothing. 

I started going down the paved trail stopping 
every 20 or 30 yards, calling, waiting; nothing. Hav-
ing worked the full length of the paved area and 
not hearing a turkey, I worked my way back to the 

parking area, crossed the bridge 
over ditch one and started 
working down the service road 
calling and waiting.  Nothing. 
Having covered about a quarter 
of a mile and getting nothing, 
I thought maybe there were 
no birds in my area due to so 
much water.  So I headed back 
to the first blind, the whole time 
stopping every twenty or thirty 
yards and calling.

I got back to the blind about 
10:00 but didn’t go in. As I sat 
there wondering what I should 
do, I remembered a guy on You-
Tube said the Lynch call could 
be used to make a gobbling 
sound.  I had tried it at home 
but it sounded terrible. (Even 
my wife, who doesn’t hunt, had 
“that look” when I asked her 
and Nelson and his wife agreed 
it was bad.)

So I think what the heck, I don’t 
have anything to lose.  I shake the call it sounded 
like a sick turkey.  Nothing. I shook it again and the 
chalk that I had stored in it flew out and landed on 
the wet ground where I could not get my wheelchair.  
So I lay my pack down, lay my gun on the pack 
along with the call, take my cap off and start trying 
reach the chalk to pull it through the poison ivy to a 
point where I can retreive it. 

Just as I get the chalk I hear “gobble gobble gobble” 
from the direction of the service road along ditch 
one.  It sounded to be about 200-250 yards away.  
My heart rate picks up, I’m hoping I can get him in.  
As I give my best yelp-yelp love song, he responds!   
Now I am excited and nervous.

At 10:19 I sent a text to Nelson and Gary (we had 

been texting back and forth the whole morning), 
telling them “I finally have one gobbling about 200-
250 yards away” they congratulated me.  I realized 
the blind is between me and the bird so I move 
about fifty yards to the east and pull my chair up 
next to a big oak, hoping to break my outline. I pick 
out a spot I hope he comes to which is about thirty 
yards.

I yelp again and he responds but a lot closer, mov-
ing to my right!  I yelp again, he responds.

At 10:25 I text my brothers that the tom is about 
150 yards away and responds every time I call but 
I can’t see him because of brush. (My brother Gary 
advises to not over-call)

I call again and he gobbles.  I see his white head 
shining and he’s drumming about 80 yards away 
as he crosses over a log, still moving to my right 
and gobbling.  I put the call beside me to soften the 
sound.  He gobbled and started moving to my left, 
getting closer,  my hearts racing.  As he goes behind 
a tree I put the call down and pick up my gun wait-
ing for him to reach the clear spot 30 yards away.  As 
he comes out from behind the tree I have my gun 
up following him.  He’s wide open but I feel he’s too 
far as he moves behind some brush.  I decide I’ll 
shoot as soon as he gets clear.  My heart’s pounding 
as I strain to see him.  He has stopped gobbling then 
I hear cluck cluck and he’s headed away from me.  
Busted!   Later I range the tree he went behind that I 
thought was about 50 yds; it was 39!

10:37 text to my brothers: “busted, but it was 
fun while it lasted.”  Nelson called me and I went 
over the whole story with him and told him I was 
hooked!  It was a real rush, the most exciting forty 
minutes of hunting I’ve ever had.  Later I sent Mic a 
text telling him of my experience and he offered to 
come and help me the next day along with NWTF’S 
Larry Neal.  We hunted a couple days together and 
didn’t hear a bird but Mic and Larry can flat out 
make their calls sound so real.  Plus, we had lots to 
eat and a  lot of laughs at the stories shared.   That’s 
what hunting is.  Not just the chance to harvest an 
animal, it’s friends getting together, having a good 
time and enjoying God’s creation.

No, I didn’t get a turkey on my first hunt but I 
wouldn’t trade the experience for anything and I 
am ready for next year.  I have my own turkey gun, 
decoys and am looking at other places I can get to.

Randy Wallis 
Poplar Bluff, MO

SIDE NOTE:  Mic said he thought the feral hogs 
were hurting the turkey population on the refuge. 
Any place there are wild hogs it hurts hunting of all 
kinds. If you see or know of someone releasing hogs 
so they can hunt them contact the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation. 

The Remmington model 870 is a popular turkey 
shotgun for many hunters.

That’s What Hunting Is
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Missouri 
students took first place on the world 
archery stage when Sarcoxie High 
School finished first place in the 3D 
Challenge at the National Archery in 
the Schools (NASP) World Tourna-
ment and 3D Challenge July 21-22 
in Orlando, FL. More than 3,390 
student archers in grades 4-12 from 
more than 200 schools in two coun-
tries participated – including 205 
Missouri students from nine schools.

In the 3D NASP World Challenge, 
Missouri teams and individuals once 
again showed their skills. Following 
up from their national bullseye title, 
Sarcoxie High School finished in first 
place with a combined team score of 
1,736. Carl Junction High School’s 
team followed with second place with 
a combined team score of 1,727. Sar-
coxie Middle School took third place 
in the middle school division.

Missouri student archers partici-
pated through the Missouri National 
Archery in the Schools Program 
(MoNASP), which is coordinated 
through the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) in partnership 
with numerous schools and support-
ing organizations throughout the 
state. MoNASP is an affiliate of NASP 
and also promotes education, self-
esteem, and physical activity for more 
than 135,000 Missouri students from 
620 schools in grades 4-12 through 
participation in the sport of archery.

“Missouri was once again well rep-
resented on the podium at the World 
NASP tournaments,” MDC MoNASP 
Coordinator Eric Edwards said. 
“MoNASP has been able to provide 
an opportunity to thousands of kids 
to participate in the sport of archery-
-something some may have never 
even thought about. Congratulations 
to everyone on a job well done!”

The following Missouri students 
placed in the top 10 in the 3D NASP 
World Challenge:

Senior Caleb Stillians from Sar-
coxie High School took third place in 
the high school males division with a 
score of 295 out of 300.

Senior Chris Lingenfelter from Sar-
coxie High School took fifth place in 
the high school males division with a 
score of 294 out of 300.

Senior Steven Mann from Carl 
Junction High School took seventh 
place in the high school males divi-
sion with a score of 292 out of 300.

Junior Frankie Goforth from Carl 
Junction High School took third 
place in the high school females divi-
sion with a score of 292 out of 300.

Junior Micah Edwards from Sar-
coxie High School took sixth place in 
the high school female division with 
a score of 288 out of 300.

Senior Brooke Hinkle from Sarcox-
ie High School took seventh place in 
the high school female division with 
a score of 287 out of 300.

Freshman Lane Stone from Carl 
Junction High School took ninth 
place in the high school males divi-
sion with a score of 292 out 300.

Senior Cole Sandbothe from Blair 
Oaks High School took ninth place in 
the high school males division with a 
score of 292 out 300.

Seventh grader Max Wangler from 
Sarcoxie Middle School took seventh 
place in the middle school males 
division with a score of 289 out 300.

Seventh grader Ally Nordell from 
Sarcoxie Middle School took eighth 
place in the middle school females 
division with a score of 286 out of 
300.

In the NASP Bullseye World Tour-
nament, Missouri teams were also 
strong competitors. Sarcoxie High 
School finished second place with 
a combined team score of 3,445 in 
the high school division. Carl Junc-
tion High School’s team followed 
with third place turning a combined 
team score of 3,437. Carthage High 
School’s archery team took ninth 
place turning in a combined score of 
3,393.

Missouri students also showed off 
their skills in the individual portion 
of the tournament The following 
Missouri students placed in the top 
10 of the NASP World Tournament:

Senior Chris Lingenfelter from Sar-
coxie High School took first place in 
the high school males division with a 
score of 296 out of 300.

Freshman Kamryn Twehus from 
Blair Oaks High School took fifth 
place in the high school females divi-
sion with a score of 292 out of 300.

Senior Shelby Winslow from Lee’s 
Summit West High School took sev-
enth place in the high school female 
division with a score of 290 out of 
300.

Sophomore Allie Stewart from Car-
thage High School took eighth place 
in the high school female division 
with a score of 290 out 300.

Seventh grader Irvin Johnson from 
Salem Middle School took third place 
in the middle school males division 
with a score of 295 out of 300.

Eighth grader Skylar Metscher 
from Billings R-4 took fourth place 
in the middle school female division 
with a score of 292 out of 300.

Seventh grader Ally Nordell from 
Sarcoxie Middle took seventh place 
in the middle school female division 
with a score of 291 out of 300.

To see all tournament scores visit: 
http://bit.ly/2v59thH. Learn more 
about MoNASP at http://on.mo.
gov/2mCPWg4. 

LEBANON, MO – The members of the National Wild Turkey 
Federation (NWTF) Bunt Cumbea Chapter work hard throughout 
the year, so they hosted a fun day at Stan O’Daniel’s farm on June 
3.  Stan, his wife Carolyn and son Ron were great hosts, providing 
skeet shooting, fishing in a large stocked pond, plenty of socializing 
and pot luck dinner.  Ron prepared BBQ on a WWII field cook 
stove.   Twenty members attended,  including Todd Lewis and Matt 
Smith, staff from Ozark Traditions TV.   Ed Tostenrud brought his 
sister in law, Martha Coronado, all the way from Venezula.  

The day started cloudy so committee members were able to get 
some fishing in, but unfortunately the   rain came before dinner was 
ready.  Once the rain stopped, Ron was able to start grilling. The 
group ate then the clouds opened up, pouring hard with strong winds.  After cleaning up, the committee called it a night 
without a skeet being shot, saving those for another time.  

The committee thanks the O’Daniel family for being excellent hosts and looks forward to gathering again in the future.  
Hopefully Mother Nature will cooperate then.

NWTF Chapter Hosted Day of Fun

Stan and Roger of the Bunt Cumbea Chapter.

Missouri High School Becomes 
3D NASP World Champions
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Pictured is Alexis Atteberry of Conway, Mo., who 
received a $500 scholarship from the W. Ed Flesh-
man Memorial Scholarship.  Atteberry, will be 
attending Paul Mitchell Cosmetology School.  

Jacob Baugher of Lebanon, Mo. received a $500 
scholarship from the W. Ed Fleshman Memo-
rial Scholarship.  Baugher, will be attending 
John Brown University majoring in mechanical 
engineering. 

W. Ed Fleshman Scholarship Winners


