
by Greg Buckner 

As we enter the second half of our Save the Habitat. 
Save the Hunt. initiative we continue to seek new 
opportunities to improve our mission delivery. One 
of the 3 pillars of our initiative (hunter creation) 
has been the most challenging nationally to achieve. 
Hunter creation is important to perpetuate the sport 
that contributes significantly to the quality of many 
of our lives as well as well as the revenue stream 
that supports conservation. A significant part of the 
challenge in recruiting new hunters is in creating the 
spark of interest that would give potential hunters a 
reason to take advantage of the opportunities that we 
are trying to provide for them. 

Greg Buckner, through his Gods Pro Staff Hunting 
Camp (GPS), has been providing mentored hunt-
ing opportunities for area youth and approached 
the Current River Callers Chapter out of Winona to 
support his efforts. The following story was provided 
by Greg highlighting the GPS hunts during the 2017 
youth spring turkey season:

Our morning started off with sounds of the kids 
rustling around upstairs in the cabin. They were 
gearing up for the morning hunt; putting on their 
camo and badgering one another about who would 
kill the biggest gobbler. When everyone was ready, 

we all gathered around the campfire and had a short 
talk about hunter’s safety. We revisited how to carry 
and be safe with the shotguns, and importance of 
always knowing what they were aiming and shoot-
ing the guns at. The morning campfire meeting 
ended with a prayer and a reminder that we should 
always give thanks to God for providing us with the 

resources, desire and ability to hunt the wild tur-
key. We departed the camp around 5:30 a.m. with 
eleven kids and their guides all going in different 
directions… heading to our favorite spots with great 
expectations and anticipation of that first gobble.

The 2018 Governors Youth Turkey 
Hunt marks the 10th year of this 
very special event. The hunt serves  
as both a recognition by our 
government of the importance of 
natural resources and, more spe-
cifically, hunting to the citizenry as 
well as a celebration of Missouri’s 
leading role in recruiting, retain-
ing, and reactivating hunters.  
This hunt is a cooperative effort 
between Governor Eric Greitens, 
the Conservation Federation of 
Missouri, National Wild Turkey 
Federation, the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation, and elected 
officials from the capitol. Special 
thanks go to the following land-
owners and guides: 

Guide:
R.L. Bennett
Jason Isabelle
Bruce Sassmann
Eldo Meyer
Dave Groenke
Stan Kloeppel
Don Masek
Ben Doerge
Don Dettmann
Jerry Lairmore 
Bill Cooper
Brandt Masek
Jim Cihy
Cole Cihy
Kyle Lairmore
Johnny Green
Brandon Butler
Logan Burk
Ray Eye
John Burk
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2018 Governor’s Youth Hunt Marks A Decade

4 Rivers Committee Member Stan Kloeppel and Sam Brewer, with his 2018 spring bird.

Current River Callers Work With GPS Hunting 
Camp For 2018 Youth Turkey Season

continued on next page

Landowner:
R.L. Bennett
Bill Haag
Bruce Sassmann
Eldo Meyer
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Stan Kloeppel
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Don Dettmann
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Bill Cooper
Lucas Oil
Jim Meehan
Rudi Roeslein
Jason Green

Brennon Walker hunted with guide Greg Buckner, Rowdy Brown hunted with his dad Red Brown and Gabe Voyles hunted with guide Vic El-
liott. God blessed them all with safe, successful hunts! (From left) Youth Spring Turkey Season, GPS Hunting Camp 2017.

continued on page 4
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION NOTE:
The staff of the Show-Me Gobbler thank you for your contributions 
to the publication. Please feel free to submit future articles with 
photos to the contact information listed on the back page of this issue. 
Submission requirements: Digital copy submitted in Microsoft Word. 
(please contact us if you can only send hard copy) Digital photo-
graphs are preferred but will be accepted as snapshots if supplied to 
the editor. When scanning your own photos, please use at least 225 
resolution (dpi) but no more than 400 dpi, saved as a .jpg, .tiff or .eps. 
Photos submitted outside of these guidelines may not be suitable for 
printing. Please include photo captions and credits for each photo 
submitted. Photos will not be returned. Thanks again for your contri-
butions and we look forward to your participation in the future.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Show-Me Gobbler is published three times 
per year by the George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and is circulated statewide to its membership as well as other 
interested parties. As the official publication of the George C. Clark Missouri 
State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, the Show-Me Gobbler 
serves to inform, educate and entertain wild turkey enthusiasts throughout 
Missouri and is committed to supporting conservation through sound wildlife 
management, and sport hunting through safety and ethics education.
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SHOW-ME
GOBBLER

I took a 15 year old boy, Brennon Walker, with 
me on this morning hunt. We arrived at our 
favorite spot and hiked up the side of a mountain 
just before day break. At first light, I gave an owl 
call and a turkey gobbled off in the distance. We 
positioned ourselves and set up on the turkey. After 
a few soft tree yelps and a fly down cackle call, 
two gobblers came easing cautiously closer to us. 
The sound of their spitting and drumming could 
be heard before we could visually see them. Our 
excitement and anticipation grew with each second. 
Finally, they stepped into eyesight. Brennon got 
his gun ready, flipped off the safety and took aim. 
When the leading tom stepped into shooting range, 
he slowly pulled the trigger and took his first long 
bearded turkey. We celebrated, high-fived and said 
a prayer thanking God for the harvest of the mag-
nificent bird. As a guide, it was one of those mo-
ments you will hold on to for the rest of your life. 

Later that morning, I took another young boy 
on his first turkey hunt. We drove around to a few 
spots listening for a turkey. Shortly after finding a 
late morning gobbler, we set up and called in the 
bird. The young man shot and missed the turkey. 
It was the first gobbler he had ever seen in the wild 
and he had never been turkey hunting prior to that 
day. I knew that he was disappointed and felt that 
he had let me down. I let him know that there is 
far more to turkey hunting than the kill shot and 
harvest. Hunting is a learning experience. You have 
to scout, learn skills, and spend time outside in 
nature to improve your odds at success. However, 
sometimes the very anticipation and excitement; 
that adrenaline rush that keeps us wanting more 
can also cause us to occasionally fail; the thrill of 
victory and the agony of defeat.  

Current River Callers continued from page 1.

Mason Blanks, had a great hunt with guide Gabby Bland( not 
pictured). He harvested this bearded hen.

Daniel Sandoval, first turkey hunt! He and guide Greg Buckner 
gave God thanks for their awesome hunt!

Guide Vic Elliott, Zack Voyles, Daniel Sandoval and Guide Greg Buckner. (from left) Spring Youth Turkey Season, GPS Hunting Camp 2017

continued on next page
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At the end of day one, we had taken 
three long beards and two bearded hens 
at the GPS Hunting Camp. The second 
day we woke up to a windy morning. 
The turkeys were not saying much, but 
ten year old Daniel was eager to get 
a shot at his first gobbler. After quite 
a search, we finally heard a bird gob-
bling.  Quickly closing the distance 
between us and the bird, we set up on 
the side of Stegall Mountain near Peck 
Ranch. With the boy sitting beside me, 

we called and worked three gobblers into 
shooting range. Little Daniel took his first 

ever turkey. Again, we were excited! We celebrated the moment and gave God praise for the 
blessing of the turkey. 

That was a youth season I will never forget. As a group, we successfully harvested five long 
beards and two bearded hens. Although a few of the boys did not take a bird, they had a great 
time in the outdoors hunting and spending time with friends. The adults were all blessed 
with the opportunity to love, mentor, and teach the kids about turkey hunting and the impor-
tance of giving thanks to our creator for the outdoors and all He has done for each and every 
one of us. My guides and I look forward to the 2018 youth season and all the kids who attend 
the GPS Hunting Camp. God Bless.

Proverbs 22:6  : “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.”

Zachary Neal hunted with his dad, Ronnie Neal, taking this gob-
bler. Youth Spring Turkey Season, GPS Hunting Camp 2017.

Each year, the Missouri Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) recognizes volunteers 
who go above and beyond his 
or her level of volunteerism 
with the organization.  This 
year, Cindy Jones of Lebanon 
was presented the Unsung 
Hero Award at NWTF banquet 
in January.

Jones’ involvement with 
the NWTF started with the 
inception of the Bunt Cumbea 
chapter in Lebanon, where 
she has served treasurer.  A 
lifelong hunter, Jones credits 
her dad for teaching her what 

hunting and conservation were all about when she was a teenager.  
She became hooked on turkey and deer hunting. 

Jones enjoys organizing the W. Ed Fleshman memorial schol-
arship shoot and participating in several Bunt Cumbea chapter 
events.  

NWTF Volunteer Award

Cindy Jones and her award.

continued from previous page

Marshfield Full Strutters 
05/11/2018 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Kenny Grunlien  (417) 859-7744 
Location: Marshfield Buildings 
1049 School View Dr 
Marshfield, MO 65706

Four Rivers 
05/11/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Mark Burns  (636) 584-4046 
redxlt@sbcglobal.net 
Location: White Mule Winery 
2087 Hwy 50 
Owensviile, MO 65066

Branson Tri-lakes 
06/02/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Charles J Livingston  (417) 699-3481 
jacklivingston83@yahoo.com 
Location: Stonebridge 
50 Stone Bridge Parkway 
Branson West, MO 65737

Crowleys Ridge Limbhangers 
06/08/2018 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Dale Kemp  (573) 624-9769 
kemphobbies@yahoo.com 
Location: Elks Lodge 
325 Two Mile Road 
Dexter, MO 63841

Bollinger County Double Beards 
06/16/2018 · 4:30 PM 
Contact: Jackie Rowe  (573) 579-9170 
jrowecrna@gmail.com 
Location: First Baptist Church Of Marble Hill 
502 Broadway, Marble Hill, MO 63764

Ws Shoot 
07/21/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: David Howlett  (573) 765-8568 
dthowlett@yahoo.com 
Location: Lucas Oil Speedway Race Track 
NWTF Night 
Hwy 54, Wheatland, MO 65568

Finley River Chapter 
07/21/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Scharlene Hughes  (417) 581-7863 
Location: Christian County Elks 
2400 N 18th Street 
Ozark, MO 65721

Dry Fork Strutters 
08/03/2018 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Joseph Malters  (573) 364-1550 
Location: Oak Meadow Country Club 
10700 Co Rd 8110 
Rolla, MO 65401

Locust Creek Longbeards 
08/04/2018 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Kirk Hendershott  (660) 216-9991 
kirkhendershott@yahoo.com 
Location: Milan Community Center 
203 N. Market St 
Milan, MO 63556

Ozark Mountain Gobblers 
08/04/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Kenneth Sherrill  (573) 546-3392 
Location: Arcadia Valley Elks 
204 S. Mccune Street 
Pilot Knob, MO 63663

Rhine Valley Chapter 
08/11/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Lyndon Ruediger  (573) 294-7189 
lruediger@hkdglobal.net 
Location: St. George Church 
4th Street 
Hermann, MO 65041

Nolan R. Hutcheson Memorial 
08/17/2018 · 5:30 PM  
Contact: Randy Lewis  (417) 260-5602 
rlewisnra@gmail.com 
Location: Intercounty Electric 
102 Maple Avenue 
Licking, MO 65542

Perry County Beards & Spurs 
08/18/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Dominic Blythe  (573) 768-0878 
blythedominic@yahoo.com 
Location: K Of C Hall 
West St Joseph St 
304 W South Street 
Perryville, MO 63775

River Bottom Gobblers 
08/18/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Mickey Moody 
dmoody@fsbtrust.com 
(573) 333-0662 
Location: Caruthersville Armory 
801 West Third Street 
Caruthersville, MO 63830

David Blanton Memorial 
08/25/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Darren & Lori Jones  (417) 746-4854 
darrenjones65@hotmail.com 
Location: Mt. Grove YMCA 
1 YMCA Drive 
Mt. Grove, MO 65711

Lake Of The Ozarks Nwtf Chapter 
08/31/2018 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Kurt Heisler  (573) 378-0763 
kurt.heisler@mdc.mo.gov 
Location: Stover Community Center 
600 Legion Drive 
Stover, MO 65078

Clay Howlett Memorial 
09/29/2018 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Clinton Jarrett  (573) 855-1442 
cjarrett83@gmail.com 
Location: Vfw Post 3168 
26050 Swindell Dr 
Richland, MO 65556

Gasconade River Gobblers 
10/05/2018 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Kyle Lairmore  (573) 437-8899 
kylelairmore@hotmail.com 
Location: Belle / Bland Community Buidling 
200 Hwy 28 
Belle, MO 65013

Missouri Hunting Heritage Banquets

For a complete listing of NWTF events, 
visit: www.nwtf.org/events
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Most of the landowners and guides are our mem-
bers; without you, this event would not be possible! 
Especially to you landowners, this incredibly special 
gift that you willingly give year after year cannot be 
repaid. Please know that all involved are aware of this 
and that your efforts truly are making a difference 
with mission delivery and, more importantly, in the 
cherished memories that you made possible. THANK 
YOU!!!

During the 2018 youth season, hunting conditions 
were tough. Winter does not appear to want to let 
go this year so the birds were a little behind normal 
for the youth weekend. As a result, most of the folks 
I talked to, both affiliated with the Governors Youth 
Hunt as well as others that took kids independently 
this weekend, reported very sparse gobbling activity. 
Most that got birds this past weekend were just pat-
terning winter flocks and setting up to intercept them. 
The state-wide harvest was 1,723 while last year it was 
a little over 4,000.  Despite the less than ideal condi-
tions and a lack of success measured in beards for 
the beard board, Missouri youths that participated in 
the Governors Youth Turkey Hunt were blessed with 

being able to get out and partake of one of Missouri’s 
greatest outdoor experiences. Most had the opportu-
nity to hear turkeys gobbling, many had a chance to 
“watch the show,” some missed, and some were not 
able to take advantage of the opportunities presented. 
However, I think all had a wonderful time and would 
probably admit that turkey hunting is pretty cool. 

The Governors Youth Turkey Hunt is just one event 
that we coordinate in an attempt to connect more 
people to the joys of a hunting lifestyle. Mentored 
hunts take our popular outreach programs to the next 
level providing a hands-on hunting experience that 
will ideally complete the hunter creation circle. Many 
of our chapters offer their own hunts and we are gear-
ing up to plant our dove fields for our fall mentored 
dove hunting events that are available to any new 
hunter regardless of age. Mentored hunts play heavily 
into the achievement of Missouri’s portion of the 1.5 
million hunters that we will create over the next 10 
years. The two major ways that hunters will be created 
is through Hunter Safety Program expansion and 
mentored hunts. Based upon national statistics, 60% 
of Hunter Safety graduates go on to hunt; therefore, 

we will count 60% of the graduates taught by our 
members. These numbers can be queried through the 
MDC State Hunter Safety Coordinator. However, the 
only way we can tally the number of hunters created 
through mentored hunts carried out by our mem-
bers is if they are reported by those individuals that 
provide them. 

I know that we created 20 new hunters through our 
Governors’ Youth Turkey Hunt this past spring and 
these were recorded as part of our total. However, I 
also know that our members provided similar op-
portunities to youths across the state this past April 
8th and 9th as well as many more April 16th through 
May 6th. Please help us achieve our Save the Hunt 
goals by taking a minute or two to fill out one of our 
Hunter Recruitment Reporting Forms. These forms 
and reporting instructions can be found at http://
www.monwtf.org/news/ . You can also contact me 
at 573-676-5994 or e-mail me at jburk@nwtf.net to 
report this information. Let’s all continue to make a 
difference by taking someone new with us whenever 
we can.

Look at that smile on Callen Taylor’s face with his bird.David Mundinger got a nice tom on the 2018 hunt.Keilei Downer, and RL Bennett on a snowy morning hunt.

Dr. Robert Dettmer is a Diamond Life 
Sponsor who has worked tirelessly to pro-
mote wild turkey conservation and defend 
our hunting heritage since becoming and 
NWTF member in 1978. He has served at 
every level of the NWTF, including its na-
tional board of directors, on which he has 
served since 1995. He is a past president 
and chairman of the NWTF.

His efforts have been widely recog-
nized with a number of state and national 
awards, the two most prestigious being 
the Roger Latham Award in 1989 and the 
C.B. McLeod Award in 1999.

“Doc” is a retired family physician, a 
fervent patriot and a devoted husband, 
father and grandfather.

This lifelong hunter and angler is a life 
member of the NRA, a longtime sustain-
ing member of the Conservation Fed-
eration of Missouri and a supporter of 
Wildlife Forever. 

With never wavering enthusiasm for the 
NWTF and a passion for its mission, he is 
honored to serve on the national board of 
directors. 

Meet NWTF Board of Directors Member — Robert Dettmer, M.D.

2018 Governor’s Hunt continued from page 1
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Ws Bootheel Boss Gobblers 
06/09/2018 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Timothy Schwent  (573) 225-3740 
Location: Jackson KC Lower Hall 
Hwy 61 North, Jackson, MO 63755

Ws Bootheel Bossgobblers 
Clay Bird Shoot 
06/10/2018 · 8:30 AM 
Contact: Bronson Senn 
Location: Cracraft Farms 
Co Rd 316, Jackson, MO 63755

Platte Purchase 
Sportsmans Night Out 
08/09/2018 · 6:00 PM (CST) 
Contact: Edward Helsel  (816) 596-0513 
eddieray_56@yahoo.com 
Location: Pony Expres Museum 
914 Penn St, St. Joseph, MO 64503

Sho-me Gun Bash 
08/30/2018 · 6:00 PM  
Contact: Kevin Hess  (417) 521-7447 
hessmnstr@gmail.com 
Location: Shrine Mosque 
601 East St Louis St., 
Springfield, MO 65802

Bootheel Boss Gobblers Gun Blast 
10/04/2018 · 6:00 PM  
Contact: Timothy Schwent  (573) 225-3740 
Location: Jackson K Of C Hall, 
Hwy 61 North, Jackson, MO 63755

Missouri Wheelin’ 
Sportsman Events

Saline Valley Strutters Committee members E.W. Browning and 
Lawrence Deal present scholarships to Bailey Souder and Rachael 
Bagnell.

Ray County Short Spurs Chapter President Mark McCorkendale 
presents Maycee Hubbard and Austin Rechtermann with their 
scholarships.

Brennah Collins receiveing her scholarship from the Salt River 
Sharp Spurs.

Tick Ridge Chapter President ,Jon Kerns, awards Ryan Gibson their 
2018 scholarship.

Bob Petoom, Chapter President of the Carroll County Longbeards, 
awards Kesley Sarbaugh with a $500 scholarship.

2018 Local NWTF Chapter Scholarship Winners

Boy Scouts of America attend JAKES Event

Children learning animal identification at the JAKES event on March 24, 2018.

LEBANON, MO – The Bunt Cumbea 
Chapter of Lebanon, Mo., recently 
hosted a JAKES event in conjunction 
with the Boy Scouts of America Spring 
Camporee.  The event was held at Lead 
Mine CA in Dallas County on Mar. 24.  

There were 120 youth present.  Of 
those, 47 were Cub Scouts (aged 6-10), 
53 were Boy Scouts (aged 11-18) and 
with the rest not being in the Scouts.  
Activities included skeet shooting, 
target shooting with bb guns, shotgun 
patterning, animal ID and turkey call-
ing. The attendees also participated in 
planting 50 trees on the conservation 
area.   Lunch was prepared and pro-
vided by the Bunt Cumbea Chapter.
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Share your outdoor experiences with your NWTF peers, PLEASE submit them 
to John Burk at jburk@nwtf.net with a brief photo description and they will be 
considered for the harvest page section of your Show Me Gobbler newsletter.

The George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter 

Member Harvest Page

Kim Bauman of the River Hills Thundering Longbeards with her SD American bison and a fall gobbler.

Emma Wengler of the Black Mountain Longbeards with 
a dandy rifle buck (163¼).

Regional Director Larry Neal with his Rodman Planta-
tion bird (that had both beard and spurs).

Rita Hawkins of the Clay Howlett Memorial 
Chapter with her muzzleloader harvest.

(Left to right) Dale Weebary of the River Hills Thundering Longbeards, Larry Lindeman of the 
Rocky Top Limbhangers, State Board Member Tim Schwent.

Kallen Keathley, age 11, grandson of Jim and 
Jana Keathley, Marquand, Mo. 20lbs, 9 1/2 inch 
beard. 
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On January 6th, 2018 The Missouri State Chapter held their annual Board Meeting at Tan Tara resort complex where super fund projects for the 2018 calendar year 
were ranked and approved for funding. That evening, NWTF staff also held the annual State Awards event where individuals and chapters were recognized for their 
achievements during the 2017 fiscal year. The following were the results: 13 chapters were recognized as being members of the Half Million Dollar Club representing 
their cumulative earnings for Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt: Big River Gobblers, Kirksville Ridgerunners, Lincoln Hills, MidState, NEMO, North Central Missouri, 
Ozark Mountain Gobblers, Perry County Beards and Spurs, Platte Purchase, River Hills Thundering Longbeards, St. Louis Longbeards, Sho Me, Upper Meramec 
Longspurs.

Missouri State Awards

Dave Murphy received the John C. Lewis Lifetime Achievement Award. L to R Tim Brooks with Pike County Twin Rivers, Walter Couch of St. Louis 
Sponsor Event, Charlie Beard of Bootheel Boss Gobblers, and Kevin Hess of 
the Sho Me Chapter.

Bill Wehrle received the George C. Clark 
Award.

Missouri Prairie Foundation received the Save the Hunt Award. Conservation Officer of the Year was officer 
Jason Midyett, of the MDC.

River Hills Landowner Association received the Save the Habitat Award.

• 5 chapters were recognized as being members of the Million Dollar Club 
representing their cumulative earnings for Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt: 
4 Rivers, Gateway Longspurs, Heartland Gobblers, Pike County Twin Rivers, St. 
Louis Sponsor.

• 1 chapters was recognized as being a member of the exclusive One-and-
Half Million Dollar Club representing their cumulative earnings for Save the 
Habitat. Save the Hunt: Bootheel Boss Gobblers.

• The Bootheel Boss Gobblers took top honors as a chapter for the year 
placing 1st in L.A. Dixon cumulative chapter score, 1st in Jakes, 2nd in Adult 
Members, 2nd in Sponsors, 2nd in Net Dollars, 1st in Net to Gross, and 2nd in 
Increase in Net Dollars

• The St. Louis Sponsor Chapter took 2nd in best overall chapter, 3rd in Adult 
Members, 3rd in Sponsors, 1st in Net Dollars, and 1st in Increase in Net Dollars.

• The Pike County Twin Rivers Chapter took 3rd in best overall chapter, 1st 
in Sponsors, 3rd in Net Dollars, and 2nd in Net to Gross.

• Other Chapters Recognized Included: Southern Ozark Longbeards for 
2nd in Jakes, Rocky Top Limbhangers for 3rd in Jakes, Sho Me for 1st in Adult 
Members, David Blanton Memorial Chapter for 3rd in Net to Gross, Summit 
Ridge Longbeards for 1st in Percent Increase in Net Dollars, Triple B Buffalo Big 
Beards for 2nd in Percent Increase in Net Dollars, Cooper County Limbhangers 
for 3rd in Percent Increase in Net Dollars, Gentry County Gobblers for 3rd 
in Increase in Net Dollars, Cedar County Upland Chapter for 1st in Most 
Improved, Triple B Buffalo Big Beards for 2nd Most Improved, Marshfield Full 
Strutters for 3rd Most Improved, and The Southern Boone Strutters was the best 
new chapter.

• Individual and Partner Awards Included: Dave Murphy as the John 
Lewis Lifetime Achievement recipient, Bill Wehrle as the George C. Clark 
recipient, River Hills Landowner Association as the Save the Habitat recipient, 
Missouri Prairie Foundation as the Save the Hunt recipient, Jason Midyett as 
the Conservation Officer of the Year, and R.L. Bennett as the Mentored Hunt 
recipient.

more awards on next page
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L.A. Dixon Award for the Missouri State Chapter for first place in the country in the 7,500-9,999 member cat-
egory: L to R = RD Mike Allen, Mike’s wife Anita, State Board Member Tim Schwent, State Board Vice President 
Dan Zerr, State Board President R.L. Bennett, RD Derek Payne, State Board Member Rob Stover, RD Larry Neal, 
District Biologist John Burk.

L.A. Dixon award for Bootheel Boss Gobblers for third place in the highest net membership in the country: L to 
R, B to F Tim Schwent, Dianne Neal, Larry Neal, Chapter President Charlie Beard, Rob Stover, Lacy Job, Shannon 
Neal, Lance Neal, Lindsey Neal, Jackie Rowe, Brandon Job, Wyatt Balcer.

State Chapter President R.L. Bennett received the 
Mentored Hunt Award.

James Creel receiving Southern Boone Strutters Best 
New Chapter award.

At some level I 
believe we all need to 
be connected to the 
outdoors.  So when the 
smoke cleared and a big 
fat tom lay motionless 
twenty yards from the 
fence line in the south 
pasture on our cattle 
ranch near Ava in 
Douglas County, it was 
a very prideful moment.  
That spring morning 
of 2016 stirred a lot of 
emotion in me.  There 
are few feelings that 
match a successful hunt 
on your own land.  It 
had been a culmination 
years in the making.  My 

passion for the outdoors began when I was just a young farm kid.  It 
followed me through my college years at Northwest Missouri State 
University and well into my professional life.  During the eight years 
I served as a State Representative in the Missouri Legislature I was 
fortunate enough to help start the Governor’s Youth Turkey hunt and 
Chair the Sportsman’s Caucus helping in the fight for our God given 
right to hunt, fish, trap and own guns as responsible citizens.  When I 
returned to Platte County I became the only Presiding Commissioner 
that ever put birds, bucks, and a bear in the office during my tenure of 
public service.  In fact the only time the outdoors hasn’t been a daily 
part of my life was during my deployments oversees with the U.S. 
Army.  Both of those countries I operated in lacked game to chase and 
gun rights for their citizens.  Imagine if the opposite had been true.  
This perspective of being American and having a great appreciation for 
our hunting heritage in this country has always served me well.  It was 
taught to me at a young age and I have done my best to pass the lessons 
along.  Each of my three children hunt and I plan to do the same with 
my grandchildren.  As we all know hunting opportunities don’t just 
happen and unfortunately too many kids don’t have hunting as an 
outdoor experience in today’s society.  Understanding the necessity 
of securing the habitat to hunt, the game to chase, and the rights to 
do so is what the NWTF is all about.  Through the work of thousands 
of volunteers and the structure of the NWTF this hunting heritage 
is once again center stage in my life.  One of my favorite Americans 
Teddy Roosevelt once said, “It’s not the critic who counts; not the 
man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer 
of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man 
who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat 
and blood...”  Beginning April 2nd I will be the next Regional Director 
here in Missouri and I am eagerly looking forward to joining the great 
folks already in the arena doing their part.  In the coming months I 
will be calling upon and meeting with NWTF Committee Members, 
Volunteers and the many Supporters across our great State of Missouri.  
I understand the big shoes that need to be filled as Tim Besancenez 
departs our organization.  Being both appreciative of his hard work 
and dedication, I accept the challenge in front of me.  I commit to 
doing my best by improving upon his accomplishments.  It has always 
taken a team and it always will.  Until we meet in person, enjoy the 
arrival of spring and happy hunting.  

NWTF Welcomes Regional 
Director, Jason Brown, 
to the Missouri Team

Missouri State Awards
Awards continued from previous page
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By Jason L. Isabelle 
Resource Scientist 
Missouri Department of Conservation

Although the improved production 
of 2011, 2012, and 2014 helped to 
bolster turkey numbers in much of 
Missouri from the low point of the 
late 2000s, poor production in recent 
years will make for a more challenging 
2018 spring turkey season. A bad 
hatch in 2016 will result in fewer 
two-year-old gobblers and last year’s 
poor hatch will result in fewer jakes, 
especially in southern Missouri where 
turkey production was the poorest. 
Although Missouri’s diverse landscape 
and its effect on turkey population 
dynamics often results in varying 
population trends, universally poor 
production two years ago should 
result in more challenging hunting in 
most regions this year. 

Despite declining markedly during 
the late 2000s, spring harvests had 
rebounded strongly in north-central 
Missouri until last year’s season. 
Spring harvests in this part of the 
state (Mercer County south and east 

to Monroe County) had increased 
by nearly 50% from 2011–2016. This 
year’s spring harvest is expected to be 
similar to last year’s total, which was 
down about 10% from 2016. 

In northeast Missouri (Adair 
County south and east to Pike 
County), spring harvests have 
declined the last several years. This 
region hasn’t experienced the growth 
that was observed in north-central 
Missouri. With a poult-to-hen ratio 
(PHR) of 0.8 in 2016, the spring 
harvest in this region is expected to be 
down this year as well. 

Like the northeastern counties, the 
turkey population in the northwestern 
part of the state has not experienced 
the growth that had been experienced 
in north-central Missouri. Although 
this region had the best production in 
2017, a PHR of 0.9 during 2016 will 
likely result in a reduction in spring 
turkey harvest this year.

Prior to last year’s season, spring 
turkey harvests in the Ozarks had 
increased considerably from the 
harvest totals posted during the late 

2000s. The 2017 spring turkey harvest 
was down throughout the Ozarks. 
Both the eastern and western Ozarks 
experienced a PHR of 0.9 in 2016, 
which will result in fewer two-year-
old gobblers this year. As such, this 
year’s spring harvest is likely to be 
down from last year’s total.

Just west of the Ozarks, in the Ozark 
Border region (Benton County south 
to Christian County), turkey numbers 
had bounced back from the decline 
that occurred during the late 2000s. 
However, last year’s harvest total failed 
to meet the mark set the previous 
year. The spring harvest during 2018 
should be similar to the 2017 harvest 
total. Many of the counties in this 
region continue to post some of the 
highest harvest totals in the state, and 
several will likely do so this year as 
well.

The 2018 spring turkey harvest 
in the West Prairie region, which 
encompasses portions of west-
central and southwestern Missouri, is 
expected to be below last year’s mark. 
Like the rest of the state, regional 

production was poor (0.8 PHR) in 
2016. The southern portion of the 
region (Bates County south to Jasper 
County and east to Greene County) 
is expected to post a stronger harvest 
than the northern portion this year 
(Jackson County south and east to 
Pettis County).

Spring turkey harvests in the River 
Breaks regions of central and east-
central Missouri have been relatively 
stable for the last five years. The 2018 
spring turkey harvest in these regions 
is not expected to deviate greatly from 
last year’s mark. Similar to counties 
in the Ozark Border region, many 
of the counties in the Union Breaks 
region (Osage County east and south 
to Ste. Genevieve County) continue to 
rank among the highest in the state in 
spring harvest.

This year’s regular spring turkey 
season runs from April 16 – May 6, 
and the youth spring turkey season 
is April 7–8. Hunters should refer to 
the Conservation Department’s 2018 
Spring Turkey Hunting Regulations 
and Information Booklet for additional 
information.

2018 Missouri Spring Turkey Season Outlook

If you missed us in December we can probably still help you out with your spring plant-
ing needs:
Supply is determined by demand and I order seed based upon average annual demand 
adjusted up as need be, by additional orders above that number. Therefore, if you are 
not on the list you will not get seed.
If you did not place an order based off of the December mailer you may still be able to 
get seed because we do have some extra. However, in order to make sure that folks on 
the list get taken care of while at the same time keeping track of the extra, you will have 
to place an order and get on the list (NO WALK-INS). 
The delivery locations are PSR Construction in Kirksville, The Coop elevator in St. 
Peters, and St. Joseph.  
Seed location coordinators will contact everyone on the list associated with their site 
once all of the seed arrives. 
We will either commercially ship larger chapter orders in-state once all of the seed is 
here or we will offer gas reimbursements based on receipt to volunteers willing to move 
larger chapter orders to more convenient locations.
The seed we will have by the time you received this will be Roundup Ready corn, RR 
soybeans, milo and Clearfield sunflowers. 
Same rules apply, you MUST be a member to purchase the seed, it CANNOT be har-
vested, and the limit on corn is 5 bags per person. 
If you are interested in ordering some seed, please fill out the information below and 
return it to John Burk, 7152 Tomahawk Lane, Steedman MO 65077 or e-mail me the 
same information to jburk@nwtf.net.

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________________________________________

State:  _____________________________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone Number: (____________) ___________________________________________

Number of bags of RR corn (5 bag limit) ________  ($35.00/50lb. bag)   

Number of bags of sunflower ________  ($35.00/40lb. bag)   

Number of bags of RR soybeans) ________  ($10.00/50lb. bag)

Number of bags of milo ________  ($10.00/50lb. bag)    

Please check your preferred pick up location: 
Kirksville o      St. Joseph o      St. Peters o  

Order Your Spring Seed Here!

It’s not too late to pick up seed for your spring planting
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To steal a line from our Save the Habitat. Save the 
Hunt. video, “imagine a world…” Opening scenes 
from the video depict a large antlered buck, steam 
blasting from his nostrils as he surveys what’s in front 
of him on a cold November morning; a scenario most 
of us have thankfully personally witnessed many 
times. The video also depicts a group of gobblers in 
full regalia, strutting their stuff on a spring morning; 
here again, a picture we could easily envision 
ourselves as being part of because most of us see 
it multiple times every spring and it touches our 
soul. The narrator goes on to say, “imagine a world 
where they didn’t exist.”…Can most of us even really 
imagine that? Things have been so good for so long 
that I think many of us really can’t imagine that; we 
take them and what they mean to our quality of life 
for granted. However, if you take just a second to 
truly appreciate how much these experiences truly 
add to the quality of each of our lives it should be 
completely unacceptable to tolerate anything that 
would present a threat to these precious experiences. 
The Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative will 
help us ensure that the habitats that are critical for 
sustaining the wildlife populations we enjoy and the 
hunters that help fund it all will continue to thrive. 
Together we will enhance and conserve 4 million 
acres of habitat nationally; 300,000 acres here in 
Missouri, create 1.5 million new hunters; 20,000 here 
in Missouri, and increase hunting access by 500,000 
acres; 2,000 here in Missouri by 2023. Although these 
are important goals to achieve in ensuring that the 
lifestyle we have chosen will be there for our kids and 
grandkids to enjoy, declining habitats and hunter 
numbers are not the only threats we face.

Our democratic system of governance is the best in 
the world and our citizen led, science based system 
of natural resource management here in Missouri 
is considered a national model. It is a model, and 
reasonably unique, because the citizens managed 
to create and sustain a system that has remained 
mostly immune from political influence. Politicians 
like to be in charge of all of the money and all of the 
regulatory decision making. However, we the people 
took a chance with changing this more than 80 
years ago by giving this authority regarding natural 
resource management to the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) and more than 80% of us, to 
this day, have no regrets.  MDC makes management 
decisions based solely upon what the best available 
science indicates is best for the resources that we 
the people cherish. As citizens, we provide input 
through an extensive public involvement process 
that allows us to make tweaks that allow for regional 
social preferences but even these tweaks stay within 

the bounds of what makes sense scientifically. The 
legislature is not permitted to have any significant 
influence over how the MDC allocates its’ budget or 
how the regulatory process, as it relates to resource 
management, functions. Although I do believe that 
our legislature sincerely does want what’s best for 
us, it is repeatedly demonstrated that some don’t 
seem to understand all of the important intricacies 
associated with natural resource management from 
a financial and regulatory standpoint. Attempts by 
some in the legislature to reclaim the power of this 
purse and regulatory influence over these decisions 
has been the root of periodic legislative attacks that 
the department has faced annually since its inception. 
The fact that we have to annually defend critical 
functions of a system that is literally envied by the 
rest of the country should infuriate every single 
one of us. Every single one of us ought to be giving 
the folks that are supposed to be representing the 
majority of us at the capitol an earful. 

This year there are several bills that are of particular 
concern including:

MO-HJR 95, MO-HJR 70, and MO-SJR 19 that 
propose a constitutional amendment to modify 
the membership and terms of service of the 
Conservation Commission: If successful, these will 
serve to politicize Commission decision-making in 
a way contrary to the intent of those who worked 
to create the Commission in 1936 and the voters 
who approved its creation. Whereas, additional 
members increase the likelihood of more political 
behavior, specifically adding two Senators and two 
Representatives guarantees deep political connections 
and related behavior. 

MO-HJR 71, MO-HJR 72, and MO-SJR 20 
propose to amend the Constitution to require that 
the sales tax dedicated to conservation purposes 
be resubmitted to the voters for approval every 
6-10 years: Over the last 40 years, the Conservation 
Commission has used the funds entrusted in a 
conservative and responsible manner. Available 
economic and social data clearly proves that the 

payback on the investment has been extraordinary. 
Three important points to consider are 1) the amount 
of money involved relative to the state budget is 
miniscule, 2) the cost of periodic ballots for re-
authorization, both in time and dollars to the state 
will be significant, and 3) failure to re-authorize the 
sales tax would result in a catastrophic collapse of 
conservation related activities and service, closure of 
facilities, and lay-offs of employees, as the budgetary 
burden would rest on permit revenues and federal 
re-imbursements, the latter of which would be in 
jeopardy as these funds typically require a state 
match. Any difference in need would have to come 
from general revenue which the legislature would 
likely not provide.

There are no compelling reasons for asking the 
citizens to re-authorize the dedicated funding.  Most 
importantly, the people established this dedicated 
funding by initiative petition. If the people feel the 
need to re-visit how the Department of Conservation 
is funded, shouldn’t the people should be the body 
that initiates the change, not the legislature?

Few of us like to play the political advocacy 
game. It takes from our precious time, it can be 
complicated, and it challenges our collective comfort 
zones. However, we are in a situation today where we 
must act. Every one of us needs to make our voices 
heard. If we do this, we will get what we ask for 
because there are enough of us to make it absolutely 
crystal clear to our representatives what we do and do 
not want. However, individually, please don’t assume 
that there will be enough of us to speak so that you 
don’t have to. 

To make your efforts as a conservation advocate 
easier, our good partner, the Conservation Federation 
of Missouri has provided a very user friendly tool 
for free to its’ affiliates.  Simply go to the following 
link: https://account.votility.com/enterprise/CFM/
index.php.  When you go there, just hit the green 
box in the upper right and sign up. When you 
enter your name and contact information the site 
automatically connects you to your house and senate 
representatives in the legislature. The site also alerts 
you to bills that can positively or negatively influence 
conservation, the gist of the bill, and also contains an 
auto-loaded message that is true to conservation that 
you can put in your own words or just hit send.

Please do your part for conservation; sign up, 
get informed, and get involved. This is your chance 
to make a difference or explain to your kids and 
grandkids why and how things changed for the worse 
on your watch. 

Defending Our Lifestyle

2018 Statewide Spring Youth Turkey Harvest Summary
Total Turkey: 1732  /  Total Adult Gobblers: 1340  /  Total Juvenille Gobblers: 370 

Total Bearded Hens: 22  /  Top County: Franklin County (51 turkey)
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The National Wild Turkey Federation
Show-Me Gobbler
c/o Bernard R. (Bernie) Grice, Jr.
1213 Marcassin Dr
Columbia, MO  65201-7224

— ATTENTION — 
New Copy Deadlines 

for the Show Me Gobbler 

March 29, July 15 & November 30

Find us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on NWTF state and 
national news, and announcements.

Reach out to regional directors for 
information on events in your area!

11th ANNUAL WOODS EVENT 
September 8th, 2018  /  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Shooting – Air Pellet Gun  /  Archery  /  Pier Fishing  /  Pontoon Ride  
Entertainment  /  Dutch Oven Cooking  /  Outdoor Games  /  Lunch & Snacks

    EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.  NO POWER CHAIRS ON PONTOONS.

Application deadline is September 4, 2018

For more Information or Applications Call: Tonya Winters  
Phone number: 573-686-2333 ext. 227  1-888-890-2333 ext. 227

Registrations will be accepted on a first come first serve basis, so get your registration in soon. NO registration will be 
accepted after this date. Your Guest / Worker must complete the Registration and Liability / Photo / News Release Form.

WOODS stands for Wappapello Outdoor Opportunities for Disabled Sportsmen Program. This is our 11th year for the WOODS 
Program which is held at Wappapello Redman Creek Recreation Area the second Saturday of September. The event is to introduce or re-
introduce outdoor activities such as archery, pellet shoot, fishing, dutch oven cooking, pontoon rides, crafts, and games for people with 
disabilities. Last year with participants, their family member or assistant and volunteers / workers we had over 500 to attend this NWTF 
Wheelin’ Sportsmen Event. 


