
By Tim Kjellesvik

Last spring I located a flock of turkeys 
roosting on a northern facing slope in 
the Ozark foothills where I hunt. During 
my pre-season scouting, I setup a ground 
blind near the spine of the ridge where 
scraggly cedars transitioned into oaks. 
These giant trees form such a canopy 
that the forest floor stays shaded and 
practically bare for most of the growing 
season…perfect for sticking a gobbler 
with archery tackle.

My first morning there was frenetic. Too 
anxious to stay in bed, I was dressed and 
on the road way before I needed to be. 
I didn’t mind having more darkness to 
work with though, it helped me slip into 
the blind and gave the turkeys time to 
forget about the bipedal shuffling they 
heard on my approach.

When the dark woods softened to grays 
and dull greens, the birds started calling 
to one another. I knew where they were, 
strung out on the other side of the ridge 
anywhere from 60 to 200 yards away. 
From the gobbling, could make out three 
distinct toms. I’m addicted to gobbles, so 
I hit the owl locator tube once, just for 
kicks. They went nuts and so did I.

Soon the flock was flying down and close 
enough for me to hear their shuffling in 
the leaves. Two hens popped over the 
ridge at 40 yards to my right, bothered 
by a strutting gobbler who only ever 
crested the ridge enough for me to catch 
a glimpse of his red head and tail fan. No 
shot.

The gobbling continued but on another 
trajectory than my 40 yard kill radius. 
Each subsequent call confirmed my fear 
that the flock was moving east toward an 
open field almost bringing an end to my 
morning hunt.

I say “almost” because I didn’t walk out of 
the woods empty handed. Walking over 
to the decoys, my eyes caught the famil-
iar cream colored convolutions of a single 
morel mushroom poking up through the 
dead leaves. I stopped in my tracks and 
began to sweep the area and saw another, 
and another and another. I may not have 
had a gobbler over my shoulder, but I 
had a turkey vest full of delicacies. Before 
I left the woods, I repositioned my blind 
further down the ridge with hopes of 
intercepting the birds the next day.

The older I get, the more of a challenge 
it is to roll out of bed in the morning. It’s 

amazing though, how motivating it can 
be to know where turkeys are and know 
that your blind is setup right outside 
their bedroom. I was in the woods that 
next morning again way too early.

Just like the morning before, the tree calls 
and gobbling began in earnest just before 
their fly down. I watched my decoys, 
half pretending that they’d turn into real 
turkeys, then fantasizing about coming to 
full draw on them. Am I the only turkey 
hunter who thinks about shooting his 
decoys only because he wants to shoot a 
bird so badly?

The flock began its morning constitu-
tional walking east, but now much closer 
to me. They remained on opposite side of 
the ridge and crossed over even further 
down than the morning previous. The 
three gobblers were following hens out 
of range and it looked like I’d be forag-
ing for fungus again instead of bringing 
home meat.

Despite the disappointment, I stayed 
in the blind anyway, and kept calling. 
Maybe it was the actual desperation in 
my voice translating into my diaphragm 
call, but the caboose tom peeled away 
from his buddies and headed back over 
the ridge, and he was gobbling.

My pulse quickened and I struggled to 
moisten my tongue and lips enough 
to keep the mouth call going. My eyes 
strained for any glimpse of where that 
bird was. I could approximate his loca-
tion in this game of Marco Polo, but I 
needed to lay eyes on him.

Then, in a direct line beyond my decoys, 
his red, white and blue head popped up 
at 50 yards out.

Another gobble. A cock of the head, then 
an indignant flourish of plumage. He was 
not okay with the sight of my foam jake 
courting two foam hens on his turf.

Concerned his focus might shift be-
yond the decoys and into the blind, I 
froze with my bow resting vertically, the 
cam seated on my knee and my release 
hooked into the D-loop. He began 
circling the setup to my right. Once he 
closed some ground and passed behind a 
tree at 25 yards, I drew, brought the peep 
sight to my eye, then waited for him on 
the other side of that trunk.

Breaking the plain of the tree, he made a 
right hand turn to face me in full strut. 
I preferred a broadside shot, but wasn’t 
going to run the risk of him getting 
suspicious and walking off. The slider 

The NWTF has announced that the Bootheel Boss Gobbler local chapter was the 
recipient of two prestigious national awards at the recent National Convention 
in Nashville. The chapter placed second in the nation for 2016 in the L.A. Dixon 
“Best of the Best” Local Chapter Award “Highest Net Membership” category. The 

chapter had previously placed third in this category for 2014 and 2015. The award 
recognizes the best Chapters in the total Dixon award competition. In order to be 
considered for the competition a chapter need excel in gross banquet proceeds, net 
banquet profits, and superior achievement in Sponsor, Adult and Youth member-
ships. The chapter hosts an annual Hunting Heritage Banquet and Auction each 
February. They also sponsor two Wheelin’ Sportsman fund raising events (a Shoot 
and Banquet in June and a “Gun Blast” in October); Two JAKES events (Field Day 
in August and Turkey Hunt in April) and three W.I.T.O. events (An Upland Bird 
Hunt, a Duck Hunt and  women’s Shooting event). The group partners with other 
chapters, MONWTF State Board, Mo Dept. of Conservation and U.S. Corps of En-
gineers for: Youth Spring Turkey Hunt at Wappapello Lake; Handicapped, Women 
and JAKES dove hunt at Ten Mile Pond; New Hunter Dove Field in St Mary, MO.; 
and a Handicapped Hunter deer hunt at Wappapello Lake.   The Boss Gobblers also 
received an L.A. Dixon “Grand Slam Award” for achieving over $50,000 banquet 
net income for their 32nd Hunting Heritage Banquet in February 2016. The chapter 
was chartered in 1984 and have now hosted thirty-three banquets, the last twenty-
eight of which were Golden Gobbler (over 50% net income) events.  Their most 
recent event in February 2017 was the best in the chapter’s history with 500 attend-
ees contributing to a gross income over $105,000 and net income over $65,000. The 
chapter extends a heartfelt thanks to all their supporters.
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Bootheel Boss Gobblers Take Two More National Awards

The chapter members attending the awards ceremony are: Front Row kneeling: Brandon Job, Diane 
Neal, Cathy Barks, Lindell Barks, Alex Parker and Zack Arnold. Back Row: Lacey Job, Lance Neal, Shannon 
Neal, Lindsey Neal, Larry Neal, Charlie Beard, Pat Schwent, Tim Schwent and Rob Stover.
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION NOTE:
The staff of the Show-Me Gobbler thank you for your contributions 
to the publication. Please feel free to submit future articles with 
photos to the contact information listed on the back page of this issue. 
Submission requirements: Digital copy submitted in Microsoft Word. 
(please contact us if you can only send hard copy) Digital photo-
graphs are preferred but will be accepted as snapshots if supplied to 
the editor. When scanning your own photos, please use at least 225 
resolution (dpi) but no more than 400 dpi, saved as a .jpg, .tiff or .eps. 
Photos submitted outside of these guidelines may not be suitable for 
printing. Please include photo captions and credits for each photo 
submitted. Photos will not be returned. Thanks again for your contri-
butions and we look forward to your participation in the future.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Show-Me Gobbler is published three times 
per year by the George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and is circulated statewide to its membership as well as other 
interested parties. As the official publication of the George C. Clark Missouri 
State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, the Show-Me Gobbler 
serves to inform, educate and entertain wild turkey enthusiasts throughout 
Missouri and is committed to supporting conservation through sound wildlife 
management, and sport hunting through safety and ethics education.
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SHOW-ME
GOBBLER

What a mild winter 
we’ve had and Turkey 
season is now upon us. 
We hope this is another 
great season. We will 
likely harvest a larger 
personage of adult 
Gobblers this year due 
to the poor hatch last 
year, with only a .8 
poults per hen. Nor-

mally, we look at having around a 1.6 average in or-
der to sustain the current population. If you are one 
of those that like to take jakes for the tender eating, 
you may have to look a little harder this year. Hope-
fully the hatch will be better in 2017 and assist 
Missouri as we continue to be one of the prime 
destinations for turkey hunters from all over the 
Nation. They come here every year because of our 
large number of birds, the hard thundering gobbles 
and the hospitality that our great state offers.

As we continue to work for our latest Initiative, 
SAVE THE HABITAT. SAVE THE HUNT, reach-
ing out with other Conservation groups we call our 
PARTNERS, on a collaborative effort all over this 

great country, pooling dollars, labor and ideas has 
proved to be winning plan, when it comes to all 
things conservation, protecting our 2nd amend-
ment rights, insuring the future of our hunting 
heritage and all the things we as NWTF members 
hold so dear. 

We need to continue seeking out new hunters to 
take afield, as well as older hunters to assist  them 
in rekindling the fire from within, all the while as 
we strive to get our younger generation involved, so 
they too can have a life long enjoyment of hunting 
and camaraderie with friends and family in our 
great outdoors. 

If you take a new hunter this year, or an older 
hunter that has not been afield in a while, we would 
ask that you fill out and send in a hunter recruit-
ment form on page 4 of this publication. This way 
we can track our success in Missouri as we strive to 
reach our goals in hunter recruitment.  

I wish each of you a great and safe turkey season 
this year.

R. L. Bennett, President 
George Clark MO State NWTF Chapter

President’s Report

pin on my sight was set at 20 yards. I hovered the bead 
a little high on his chest then began pulling into the 
backwall of my Mathews Creed to break the trigger on 
my release.

The bow went off and the red nock on my arrow 
streaked forward and disappeared into his black chest 
amidst flapping wings and whirling feathers. The 
instant smacking sound confirmed what my eyes were 
telling me. This bird was hit, but it took off running 
nonetheless.

Turkeys aren’t as easy to track as a wounded deer. 
Their dense feathers soak up fluids making a blood 
trail almost impossible…and they can fly. Determined 
not to lose this gobbler, I dropped my bow, flipped the 
ground blind over my head like a portable ice fishing 
shelter and started running after him.

It’s amazing how quickly the human mind can process 
thoughts under duress.   I distinctly recall watching my 
turkey running through the forest and thinking:

1. I will not lose this bird.  2. He’s not flying, so it must 
have been a good hit.  3. He picked the wrong guy to 
try to outrun (I’m a marathoner.).  4. This pursuit has 
to look ridiculous.

I caught up to the tom after an 80 yard dash. We cir-
cled one another, like a cheesy knife fight from some-
thing off-Broadway before I lunged in and grabbed his 
neck to dispatch him like they used to chickens on the 
farm. I wished he could have died peacefully after bed-
ding down feeling overly tired, but I couldn’t bear the 
thought of him sneaking away someplace to die just to 
become coyote food. I had to stick with him.

Surprisingly, when I inspected the damage the arrow 
did, he was run through completely, front to back. 
How that old bird mustered the energy to do anything 
after a shot like that is beyond me, but reaffirms my 
sense of urgency and decision to run him down. He 
was a beautiful bird and I couldn’t have been more 
proud to take him with a bow. It was a hunt I’ll never 
forget.

This spring, as turkey season approaches, I’m sorting 
gear, treating my camo with bug spray and packing 
calls into my vest.   Toms are gobbling on their early 
morning roosts. Morels are magically appearing for 
their brief moment in the sun. I am so ready for this 
game to start again but I’m faced with one dilemma: 
This year when I venture out into the turkey woods, do 
I wear my hunting boots or my running shoes?

Tim Kjellesvik is the Chief Word Sequencer and Director of Humor 
at The Thinking Woodsman where he shares his experiences and 
observations about a life lived in the outdoors. Tim is a hunter, 
endurance athlete, fisherman, freelance writer and loves engag-
ing anti gun and anti hunters.

The Ring-Necked Turkey continued from page 1
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King City Strutters 
04/01/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Justin Washburn  (660) 853-2377 
Location: Tri County Alternative Energy 
604 North Grand, King City, MO 64463

Hocomo Big Beards 
04/01/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: David Glaskey  (573) 631-5533 
david.glaskey@swcd.mo.gov 
Location: St Joseph’s Church Hall 
300 N. Cleveland, Fayette, MO 65248

Lewis County Strutters 
04/07/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Ron Richardson  (660) 462-3640 
rdrichardson14@gmail.com 
Location: Queen Of Peace Parish 
Ewing, MO 63440

State Fair Strutters 
04/08/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Charles Mattingly  (660) 827-0758 
cmats@sbcglobal.net 
Location: Mec Building 
Missouri State Fair Grounds, 
Sedalia, MO 65301

Lake Area Longbeards 
04/08/2017 · 5:00 PM (CST) 
Contact: Charles & Phillips Mcelyea 
(573) 376-7231  cmcelyea@onemain.com 
Location: The Exchange Venue 
57 Court Circle S.W., Camdenton, MO 65020

Green Hills 
04/14/2017 · 6:00 PM (CST) 
Contact: Robin Chambers  (660) 654-1192 
robinc@cfmimo.com 
Location: National Guard Armory 
900 Industrial Drive, Trenton, MO 64683

Carroll County Longbeards 
04/15/2017 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Robert Peetoom  (660) 593-3475 
Location: Goppert Community Center 
201 S. Pine St, Norborne, MO 64668

Mid-state 
04/20/2017 · 5:00 PM (CST) 
Contact: Jody Martin  (573) 999-9024 
jmartin@cmcmfg.com 
Location: Stoney Creek Inn 
2601 S. Providence Road, Columbia, MO 65203

Meramec Valley Strutters 
04/21/2017 · 6:00 PM (CST) 
Contact: Dennis Twyman  (573) 468-5010 
twymad@fidnet.com 
Location: Knights Of Columbus Hall 
231 South Highway 185 
Sullivan, MO 63080

Spring River Toms 
04/21/2017 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Jerry Hartman  (417) 388-2923 
j42a43h@hotmail.com 
Location: Carthage Memorial Hall 
407 S Garrison Ave, Carthage, MO 64836

Gentry County Gobblers 
04/22/2017 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Mitch Holtman  (816) 273-6774 
mholtman@nwjd.com 
Location: Tri Meadows 
34499 St Hwy VV, Conception Juct., MO 64434

Osage Gobblers 
04/28/2017 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Steve Brune  (573) 897-2211 
sbrune@midambk.com 
Location: Osage County Community Center 
Highway 50 East, Linn, MO 65051

Triple B Chapter- Buffalo Big Birds 
05/05/2017 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Travis Pierce  (417) 840-8761 
bighunter_270@hotmail.com 
Location: Market 116 
203 East Commercial St, Buffalo, MO 65622

Southern Boone Strutters 
05/06/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: James Creel  (573) 356-4924 
jcreel8@gmail.com 
Location: Ashland Optimist Club 
511 N. Optimist Drive, Ashland, MO 65010

Branson Tri-lakes Mo 
06/03/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Charles J Livingston  (417) 699-3481 
jlandcm@yahoo.com 
Location: Radisson Hotel 
120 Wildwood Drive South, 
Branson, MO 65616

Crowleys Ridge Limbhangers 
06/16/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Kyle Ouzts  (573) 258-0770 
kouzts@sbcglobal.com 
Location: Elks Lodge 
325 Two Mile Road, Dexter, MO 63841

Bollinger County Double Beards 
06/17/2017 · 4:30 PM 
Contact: Jackie Rowe  (573) 238-4535 
jrowecrna@gmail.com 
Location: First Baptist Church Of Marble Hill 
502 Broadway, Marble Hill, MO 63764

Nemo 
07/22/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Travis Moore  (573) 231-2859 
old3toes@hotmail.com 
Location: Sesqui Building 
1034 Johnson Ave, Palmyra, MO 63461

WS Shoot 
07/22/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: David Howlett  (573) 765-8568 
dthowlett@yahoo.com 
Location: Lucas Oil Speedway Race Track 
NWTF Night 
Hwy 54, Wheatland, MO 65568

Finley River Chapter 
07/22/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Scharlene Hughes  (417) 581-7863 
hpyrwe@centurytel.net 
Location: Christian County Elks 
2400 N 18th Streetm Ozark, MO 65721

Dry Fork Strutters 
08/04/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Joseph Malters  (573) 364-1550 
jmalt@fidnet.com 
Location: Oak Meadow Country Club 
10700 Co Rd 8110m Rolla, MO 65401

Locust Creek Longbeards 
08/05/2017 · 5:30 PM  
Contact: Kirk Hendershott  (660) 216-9991 
kirkhendershott@yahoo.com 
Location: Milan Community Center 
203 N. Market St, Milan, MO 63556

Ozark Mountain Gobblers 
08/05/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Kenneth Sherrill  (573) 546-3392 
sherrill73@centurytell.com 
Location: Arcadia Valley Elks 
204 S. Mccune Street, Pilot Knob, MO 63663

Nolan R. Hutcheson Memorial 
08/11/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Randy Lewis  (417) 260-5602 
rlewisnra@gmail.com 
Location: Intercounty Electric 
102 Maple Avenue, Licking, MO 65542

Rhine Valley Chapter 
08/12/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Lyndon Ruediger  (573) 294-7189 
lruediger@hkdglobal.net 
Location: St. George Church 
4th Street, Hermann, MO 65041

Ritchie Meredith Memorial Chapter 
08/12/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Brian Fronabarger (417) 840-4797 
bfronabarger@gmail.com 
Location: Elm Branch Church 
17591 Lawrence 1200, Aurora, MO 65605

River Bottom Gobblers 
08/19/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Mickey Moody  (573) 333-0662 
dmoody@fsbtrust.com 
Location: Caruthersville Armory 
801 West Third Street, 
Caruthersville, MO 63830

Perry County Beards & Spurs 
08/26/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Dominic Blythe  (573) 768-0878 
blythedominic@yahoo.com 
Location: K Of C Hall-West St Joseph St 
304 W South Street, Perryville, MO 63775

David Blanton Memorial  
08/26/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Darren & Lori Jones  (417) 746-4854 
darrenjones65@hotmail.com 
Location: Mt. Grove YMCA 
1 Ymca Drive, Mt. Grove, MO 65711

Little Dixie Longbeards 
09/09/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Ben Doerge  (573) 473-7009 
badoerge@hotmail.com 
Location: Steinman’s Banquet Hall 
8287 Hwy 15, Mexico, MO 65265

St. Louis Sponsor Event 
09/09/2017 · 5:00 PM 
Contact: Matt Ludwig  (314) 853-4424 
mludwig1@charter.net 
Location: Anheuser Busch Mansion 
Grants Farm, 10501 Gravois Road 
St. Louis, MO 63123

Shoal Creek Chapter 
09/29/2017 · 6:00 PM 
Contact: Bill House  (417) 236-3719 
bill.house@tyson.com 
Location: Casino Building 
101 South Lincoln Street, Monett, MO 65708

Clay Howlett Memorial 
09/30/2017 · 5:30 PM 
Contact: Clinton Jarrett  (573) 855-1442 
cjarrett83@gmail.com 
Location: Vfw Post 3168 
26050 Swindell Dr, Richland, MO 65556

Missouri Hunting Heritage Banquets

For a complete list, visit: 
www.nwtf.org/events
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There has been a $500 donation to our NWTF State Board of 
Directors to increase memberships in our state. 

We will award this $500 to the individual that signs up the most 
new adult members ( Regular Member, Wheelin Sportsmen, Wom-
en of the Outdoors or Sponsor Members) between now and the 
31st of August. This is the end of the physical year for the NWTF.

A new member is defined as someone who has not been a mem-
ber for at least two years. Another stipulation is that these new 
members cannot be signed up in conjunction with any banquet. As 
our banquet season for this year is more than half over we want to 
make this fair for everyone.

Please keep a record of the people you sign up. 

Any further question may be directed to your Regional Director, 
they are also the person to turn your list into by the end of August. 
NWTF Staff is not eligible for reward.

There is a lot of people to ask, as only about 7½% of the registered 
turkey hunter in the state of Missouri are members of the NWTF.

Let’s make this fun and productive as we continue to SAVE THE 
HABITAT and SAVE THE HUNT.

R. L. Bennett 
NWTF MO. State Chapter  President

$500 Reward
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Your Hunting Heritage Super Fund Dollars at Work!
 The Linn County 4-H Shooting Sports Program would like to thank the National 
Wild Turkey Federation and the other local sponsors for their donations which al-
lowed for the purchase of two MEC automatic trap machines for the 4-H Shooting 
Sports Program, FFA, and Youth Hunter Education Challenge shotgun programs.  
The following organizations and businesses made donations.  

- Missouri State Chapter of the NWTF 
- Yellow Creek Gobblers Chapter of the NWTF 
- The Quail Guys 
- Linn County Law Enforcement Association 
- Carquest of Brookfield 
- MEC Shooting Sports

Picture above is Julia Weydert and Maryanne Matzen who received their 
scholarships from the National Wild Turkey Federation Banquet.  (Andrew 
Edgar was not present)

NWTF Scholarshop Dollars Are 
Helping To Shape Our Future

Passing Of Beloved NWTF Members

At the Yellow Creek Gobblers Chapter of the 
National Wild Turkey Federation Banquet held 
on March 11, three scholarships were given away 
totaling $3,800 dollars.  In 2017, the NWTF Chap-
ters across Missouri will award $30,000 dollars in 
Scholarships.  

The first person to receive a scholarship was An-
drew Edgar of Marceline.  He was selected as the 
local scholarship winner and awarded a $500 dol-
lar scholarship.  Since he won the local scholarship, 
he became eligible for the state level scholarship 
where he competed against other chapter scholar-
ship winners.  Andrew was selected as the Mis-
souri State NWTF scholarship winner and award-
ed an additional $2,000 dollars.  He now is eligible 
for the National Scholarship where he competes 

against each state’s winners.  This is a $10,000 dol-
lar scholarship sponsored by Mossy Oak.  

In February, Maryanne Matzen from Brookfield 
won the local scholarship from the Chariton River 
Full Strutters in Chariton County.  She became 
eligible for the State scholarship which she was se-
lected as first runner up and received an additional 
$1000 dollars from the Missouri State Chapter.  

Julia Weydert was selected as the Yellow Creek 
Gobblers runner-up and will receive a $300 schol-
arship.

This year the Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter lost two great committee 
members from our chapter in February of this year. Both of these gentlemen 
were great outdoorsman and well thought of by our Chapter and will be deeply 
missed. 

On February 20th committee member Tom Mazzola suddenly passed away. 
Tom was a fairly new member to our chapter, but brought a lot of enthusiasm. 
This was Tom’s second Banquet Dinner that he was involved in with our group. 
He was very excited about what the NWTF stood for and helped bring quite a 
few new members to our banquet dinner. Tom was always full of questions on 
what he can do to help out to help the Chapter. 

Tom had a strong passion for the outdoors. Especially for teaching youth about 
the outdoors, he had taken over twenty different kids other than his own kids 
hunting. Tom was a very successful turkey hunter that had harvested over 100 
birds himself.

Tom was also active in several ministries at several churches he attended, and 
had a particular love for foreign missions. 

On February 22nd committee member Otto Payeur passed away. Otto was 
one of our chapter’s founding fathers. He had a constant smile at every event we 
held, probably because he just won another gun! He loved to spend money at our 
banquets and was a great supporter of the NWTF. 

Family was very important to Otto. His hunting camp consisted of three gen-
erations of Payeur’s. Otto loved to hang out and BBQ with his boys at camp. Otto 
was a great man that always had a smile on his face!

Tom Mazzola, committe member from the Walt 
Beumer Memoiral Chapter.

Otto Payer was one of the founding members of 
the Walt Beumer Memoiral Chapter.

Automatic trap machines donated to Linn County 4-H Shooting Sports Program

See more NWTF scholarship 
winners in page 11 of this issue.
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Ben Doerge’s commitment to the National 
Wild Turkey Federation’s Save the Habitat. 
Save the Hunt. initiative earned him a na-
tional award from the organization.

Doerge, of Mexico, Missouri received one of 
five Roger M. Latham Sportsman Wild Tur-
key Service Awards at the 41st annual NWTF 
Convention and Sport Show in Nashville.

Roger M. Latham Sportsman Wild Turkey 
Service Awards are given to NWTF mem-
bers who are not employed as professional 
wildlife managers, but have made significant 
contributions to wild turkey conservation.

The NWTF determined this year’s award 
winners based on how their work strength-
ens the Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. 
initiative. From serving in his local and state 

chapters to currently serving as the Save the 
Habitat. Save the Hunt. coordinator, Doerge 
has been involved with the NWTF on nearly 
every level. He helped initiate local 4-H and 
FFA shooting programs. He also regularly 
attends public meetings and offers input on 
topics that may have an impact on resource 
management in Missouri.

“Ben’s commitment to our hunting heritage 
has taken him from serving at a local level to 
serving statewide and beyond,” said George 
Thornton, NWTF CEO. “Volunteers such as 
Ben are an outstanding asset to our organiza-
tion.”

The Best of Our Best Honored in Nashville

Ben and Alice Doerge with Ben’s Latham award.

Your Missouri State Chapter received the first place 
L.A. Dixon Outstanding State Chapter in the na-
tion award in the 7,500-9,999 members category.

(Left to right) State Board members Rob Stover, Tim Schwent, Dis-
trict Biologist John Burk, Regional Director Mike Allen, State Chap-
ter President R.L. Bennett, Vice President Dan Zerr, and Regional 
Directors Tim Besancenez, Derek Payne, and Larry Neal.

State Board member Stan O’Daniel received the Outstanding Chap-
ter Award for Recruitment, Retention, and Reactivation (R3) for his 
local Bunt Cumbea Laclede County Chapter. They were also 5th in 
Missouri in Jakes memberships.

Mike Chidster of the Pike County Twin Rivers Chapter was in Nash-
ville to receive his chapters recognition for being inducted into the 
Grand Slam Club and for having the second highest adult member-
ship in the country. At the state level the chapter was ranked first 
in L.A. Dixon score, first in sponsors, third in increase in sponsors, 
second in most net dollars, and second in best net to gross.

The Mark Twain National Forest received the National Mak-
ing Tracks With the USFS in the Group Partnership Achievement 
category. (left) Steve Kuennen, Director of Renewable Resources R9 
and Kathy Lynn, Deputy Regional Forester R9.
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We are well on our way to completing the bulk of our banquet season and turkey seasons are just around 
the corner. All indications from your Regional Director Staff (Mike Allen, Tim Besancenez, Larry Neal, and 
Derek Payne) are that we are on track to have another banner fund raising year thanks to their efforts, and, 
especially yours…THANK YOU!...Last year Missouri was the number one state in the nation in super fund 
dollars raised at your events. We are also blazing the path towards accomplishing our Save the Habitat. Save 
the Hunt. national and state goals of 4 million acres conserved and enhanced (300,000 in MO), 1.5 million 
hunters created (40,000 in MO) and 500,000 acres of hunting access gained (2,000 in MO). Here is a sum-
mary of what your dollars will be used for this year:

3 Seed drills for Dallas, Macon, and Phelps counties, 
2 sprayers and a harrow for Texas, Wright, and Douglas 
Counties, a lime buggy for Howell County, a native seed 
harvester for Missouri Prairie Foundation, prescribed 
burning equipment for The Nature Conservancy, pre-
scribed burning equipment for private land use in Sullivan 
County and SEMO.

Assist with augmentation of over 8,000 additional acres 
of prescribed burning and 250 acres of open land resto-
ration on the Mark Twain National Forest, provide cost 
share assistance to private landowners in the MO/IA Oaks 
focal landscape and the River Hills area, restore 130 acres 
of NWSG on Tebo Creek and Bethlehem Conservation 
Areas.

Provide support funding for all Discover Nature Girls 
Camps, provide assistance for mentored youth turkey 
hunts in Pulaski County, the Governor’s Youth Turkey 
Hunt, the Spring Hunter Apprentice School, and 12 dove 
fields across the state for mentored hunts this coming fall. 

Provided support funding for the ongoing turkey re-
search project in NEMO.

Assist with putting NASP in 8 schools, provided fund-
ing for 87 local scholarships, 50 JAKES events, 9 Wheel’n 
events, and 8 WITO events.

You also lent your support to the development of a 
NAWCA project at Schell/Osage, assisted with funding 
support for a grant to increase the state’s ability to trap and 
remove feral hogs, supported Share the Harvest, and the 
list goes on.

You ought to be proud Missouri NWTF members. You 
set the bar high and your continued support has kept Mis-
souri at the front of the pack and is enabling us to achieve 
our lofty Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. goals. Thanks 
again!!! 

Your Superfund Dollars At Work For 
SAVE THE HABITAT. SAVE THE HUNT.

2017 State Awards

The Kirksville Ridge Runners were awarded 5th best chapter 
by L.A. Dixon score, 4th in adult members, 6th in sponsors, 
4th in net dollars, 4th in net to gross, and is part of the ½ 
million $ club.

The David Blanton Memorial Chapter was awarded 4th best 
chapter by L.A. Dixon score, 2nd in sponsors, 2nd in sponsor 
increase, 3rd in net to gross, and 5th in most net dollars.

(left to right) Steve Jones, Robert Brundage,  Executive 
Director Brandon Butler, and RD Tim Besancenez with the 
Conservation Federation of Missouri’s Save the Hunt. award 
for their work in promoting mentored hunting and defending 
hunting opportunity at the capitol.

The Sho Me Chapter was awarded 1st in adult members, 3rd 
in increase in adult members, 5th in sponsors, 1st in increase 
in sponsors, 3rd in net dollars, and is in the ½ million $ club.

Visit the state chapter 
wesbite and Facebook 
page for more awards.
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Share your outdoor experiences with your NWTF peers, 
PLEASE submit them to John Burk at jburk@nwtf.net with a 
brief photo description and they will be considered for the 
harvest page section of your Show Me Gobbler newsletter.

The George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter 

Member Harvest Page

Lucas and Jacob Plunkett on a good duck hunt.George Postma of Clever MO with a fine bow kill. Lori Jones of the David Blanton Memorial Chap-
ter with a nice rifle buck!

Cindy Jones of Bunt Cumbea Laclede County 
with a dandy!

Dean Bauman of River Hills Thundering Long-
beards with a fine Bou!

Tori and Troy McAfee with their 2016 double.

Kimberly Bauman at work keeping her taxider-
mist employed. 

Daren and Dusty Jones of David Blanton Memorial Chapter; take a full house to beat that pair!

It is the goal of the NWTF to “Save the Hunt, Save the Habi-
tat.”   The dollars generated at banquets like ours are used to sup-
port a variety of important educational programs, and outreach 
events in addition to community support program like Share 
the Harvest and habitat enhancement efforts on state, federal, and 
private lands. These important achievements are made possible 
through the hard work of our volunteers, sponsors, and donors. 
The Current River Callers would like to thank the 53 sponsors and 
22 donors, once again, for making our 15th annual NWTF Ban-
quet and Auction a huge success.  

Current River Callers & Jacks Fork JAKES Banquet & Auction

Pictured above, President Troy McAfee of the NWTF Current River Callers and Jacks Fork JAKES organization, presenting Mattison Crider with the club’s 
$500.00 scholarship.  The NWTF superfund provides $250 and the local organization adds another $250 to give a $500 scholarship to a deserving local senior 
applicant.  The presentation was given during the Current River Callers and Jacks Fork JAKES  2017 Heritage Banquet and Auction held in the multi-purpose 
building on the campus of the Winona R-III School system during the evening of January 21, 2017.  The Current River Callers were very pleased to present 
Mattison with the scholarship.  Mattison is the daughter of Lenny and Tracy Crider  and a senior at the Winona High School.  The club wishes to congratulate 
Mattison on her award and encourage her to pursue her college education.  

Another highlight of the evening was the 
JAKES gun raffle.  Pictured above, Patrick 
Cox, the happy winner of a 22 rifle.  Patrick 
is the son of Bill and June Cox, Eminence. 
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By Jason L. Isabelle 
Resource Scientist 
Missouri Department of Conservation

As a result of improved production, 
spring turkey harvests in Missouri 
have been on an increasing trend 
during the last five years. Although 
this year’s spring harvest is not 
expected to exceed the mark set one 
year ago, hunters should still post a 
strong harvest. Spring turkey harvests 
in Missouri continue to be among 
the highest in the nation each year 
and the 2017 season should be no 
exception. 

Although turkey abundance in 
most of Missouri remains below the 
population peak that occurred during 
the late 1990s and early 2000s, turkey 
numbers in many areas of the state 
have begun to rebound from the poor 
hatches that plagued the population 
during the late 2000s. Although the 
statewide trend has been an increase 
in turkey numbers, Missouri’s diverse 
landscape and its effect on turkey 
population dynamics often results 
in varying trends. As such, hunters 
should be mindful of regional trends 
in turkey numbers and production. 

Despite declining markedly during 
the late 2000s, turkey numbers have 
rebounded in north-central Missouri 
during the last five years. Spring 
harvests in this part of the state 
(Mercer County south and east to 
Monroe County) have increased by 
nearly 50% from 2011 to 2016, and 
the trend is expected to continue this 
year as well. In northeastern Missouri 
(Schuyler County south and east to 
Pike County), turkey numbers have 
been stable the past five years. This 
region hasn’t experienced the recent 
growth that has been observed in 
north-central Missouri. With a poor 
hatch in 2015, spring harvest in 
northeastern Missouri is expected 
to be down in 2017. Northwestern 
Missouri posted a strong hatch in 
2015, which should bode well for 
this year’s spring season. Like the 
northeastern counties, the turkey 
population in the northwest part 
of the state has not experienced the 
recent growth that has occurred in 
north-central Missouri. Harvest in 
northwestern Missouri this year is 
expected to be similar to last year’s.

The 2017 spring season should be 
a good one for hunters in the Ozarks, 
especially in the eastern portion of the 
region which has experienced good 
turkey hatches in four of the last five 
years. Turkey numbers have been 
increasing throughout the Ozarks in 
recent years. In both the eastern and 
western Ozarks, this year’s spring 
harvest is expected to be similar to the 
mark set one year ago.

In what is known as the Ozark 
Border region (Benton County 
south to Christian County), turkey 
numbers have surged back from the 
population decline that occurred 
during the late 2000s. Spring harvest 
data suggests the turkey population in 
these counties is at near record levels. 
Although the region experienced 
poor production in 2015, this year’s 
regional harvest total should still be 
among the highest on record. Last 
year, three counties in this region (St. 
Clair, Benton, and Polk) were in the 
top 10 harvest counties in the state, 
and the region is expected to have 
several top counties this year as well.  

The 2017 spring turkey harvest 
in the West Prairie region, which 
encompasses portions of west-
central and southwestern Missouri, is 
expected to be slightly below last 

year’s mark. Like in northeastern 
Missouri, the 2015 hatch was poor 
in this part of the state, which will 
result in fewer two-year-old gobblers 
for hunters this year. The southern 
portion of the West Prairie region 
(Bates County south and east to 
Greene County) is expected to post 
a stronger harvest than the northern 
portion of the region (Jackson County 
south and east to Pettis County). 

Spring turkey harvests in the River 
Breaks regions of central and east-
central Missouri have been relatively 
stable for the last five years. The 2017 
spring turkey harvest in these regions 
is not expected to deviate greatly from 
last year’s harvest. Similar to counties 
in the Ozark Border region, many 
of the counties in the Union Breaks 
region (Osage County east and south 
to Ste. Genevieve County) typically 
rank among the highest in the state in 
spring harvest, and these counties are 
expected to do so in 2017 as well. 

This year’s regular spring turkey 
season runs from April 17 – May 7, 
and the youth spring turkey season 
is April 8–9. Hunters should refer to 
the Conservation Department’s 2017 
Spring Turkey Hunting Regulations 
and Information Booklet for additional 
information.

2017 Missouri Spring 
Turkey Season Outlook

If you missed us in December we can probably still help you out with your 
spring planting needs:

Supply is determined by demand and I order seed based upon average annual 
demand adjusted up as need be by additional orders above that number. There-
fore, if you are not on the list you will not get seed.

If you did not place an order based off of the December mailer you may still be 
able to get seed because we do have some extra. However, in order to make sure 
that folks on the list get taken care of while at the same time keeping track of the 
extra, you will have to place an order and get on the list (NO WALK-INS). 

The delivery locations are limited by programmatic restrictions such as having 
loading docks, adequate room to store a minimum of 429 bags (7 pallets), and 
someone willing to coordinate the effort locally. The locations are PSR Construc-
tion in Kirksville and The Coop elevator in St. Peters. Cape Girardeau will also 
be distributing seed on 4/6/17 from 5-7. 

Seed location coordinators will contact everyone on the list associated with 
their site once all of the seed arrives. (At this writing 3/21/17, the RR corn, milo, 
and RR beans are in at St. Peters)

We will either commercially ship larger chapter orders in-state once all of the 
seed is here or we will offer gas reimbursements based on receipt to volunteers 
willing to move larger chapter orders to more convenient locations. A St. Joseph 
contact has already offered to bring KC area seed west from Kirksville once it ar-
rives in Kirksville.

The seed we will have by the time you received this will be Roundup Ready 
corn, RR soybeans, and milo. We should also be receiving Clearfield sunflow-
ers but the national supply of that seed has not been released yet so we cannot 
guarantee a delivery date. It should be prior to 1 May but there are no guaran-
tees. The corn and sunflowers will be $35/50lb bag and the beans and milo will 
be $10/50lb bag. Same rules apply, you MUST be a member to purchase the seed, 
it CANNOT be harvested, and the limit on corn is 5 bags per person. 

If you are interested in ordering some seed, please fill out the information below 
and return it to John Burk, 7152 Tomahawk Lane, Steedman MO 65077 or e-
mail me the same information to jburk@nwtf.net. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________, State: ___________, Zip: ___________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________

Order Your Spring Seed Here

# of bags of RR corn (5 bag limit): _____  
(should be around $35.00/50lb. bag)   

# of bags of sunflower: _____ 
(should be around $35.00/40lb. bag)   

# of bags of RR soybeans: _____  
(should be around $10.00/50lb. bag)

# of bags of milo: _____  
(should be around $10.00/50lb. bag)
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By Blake Lewis 

The sun had just come up above 
the horizon, and the bright rays 
blinded us if we dared to look east. 
In the early morning hours a snow 
storm blew up, spitting out snow 
that covered the frozen ground, up 
to three inches. The accumulating 
snow caused the tree’s branches to 
sag under the weight.  Our spot was 
under a small cedar in the fence row 
that ran east and west. We sat in a 
relatively dry spot under the sagging 
branches, our shapes were covered 
against the early morning sky. We 
watched a snow covered meadow that 
was already littered in small game 
and deer tracks. Each breath we took 
let out a thick cloud of cooling mist 
that lingered in front of our eyes.

Everything was perfect. We had a 
north wind blowing our scent away 
from alert noses and it was only a 
matter of time until our target gin-
gerly stepped out of the tree line on 
the west side. Grabbing my freezing 
cold binoculars I scrutinized this 
animal from its back hooves up to the 
top of its towering antlers. My grand-
pa did the same; we slowly diverted 
our eyes to each other and acknowl-
edged that this was the one. Slowly 
and cautiously I raised my ported 
barrel, Winchester .270 into position. 
Sliding it silently into the opening on 
the chicken wire fence. Without any 
warning I heard a deep growl. My 
eyes darted searching for the source; 
it was my grandpa with his grunt call 
trying to draw the buck in.

I turned back to my target, with it’s 
black, round eyes glaring right at us. 
This was the moment of truth; did we 
hide ourselves enough to not been 
seen? After what felt like 4 years, the 
buck started to change his posture 
and diligently made his way towards 
us. He had his head down, and legs 
straight and stiff. This body language 
was indicative of the season and 
mood he was in. It was the rut and he 
was ready to confront his perceived 
challenger, with testosterone fueling 
his every step. Each fall of his hooves 
caused a muffled pop in the snow. 
With every step my heart beat three 
times faster. My hands shook and my 
breath was becoming strained with 
anticipation.

In a whispered voice, my grandpa 
brought the moment to a crescendo, 
“Anytime you feel like it!” I pressed 
the cold stock to my cheek and 
squeezed my left eye half closed. 
Looking through my scope I could 
see his antlers towering above his 
head as he strutted his way at me. 
Then without warning he turned his 
upper body away from me. I drew in 
a deep breath and slowly let it out, 
concentrating to keep the crosshairs 
just behind his front shoulder. I slid 
the safety forward and began to 
squeeze the trigger; Bang! My ears 
began ringing from the report of the 
gun and smoke covered our eyes as 
we tried to see if the shot was true. 
The buck had kicked up and ran into 
back into the woods; a solid hit, or 
so we thought.   We packed up our 
gear and slowly made our way to 
where the buck had been standing 
when I shot. I quick search revealed 
nothing. By that time the sun was 
up well above the horizon and we 
continued to scan and search for sign 
but could only find one hair. I was 
very disappointed in myself by that 
point. Replaying the execution of 
the shot back in my mind, I couldn’t 
imagine how I had missed. It was a 
very long and thoughtful trip back to 
the house. I just couldn’t figure out 
what I had done wrong. After the fact 
I discovered that the scope had been 
bumped or was off for some reason, 
causing the gun to hit about a foot-
and-a-half low.

I learned a painfully valuable lesson 
that morning about planning and 
preparation. With so many things 
that can impact your success that are 
beyond your control it’s a good idea 
to eliminate those possibilities that 
you can control. I could have had the 
buck of my life and I blew it. Now 
everything that I do I triple and even 
quadruple check before heading to 
the field. Now I actually go through 
a routine that helps improve my 
chances of succeeding in my outdoor 
pursuits. The following are the steps 
I take to get myself prepared for the 
long season ahead:

I prepare my hunting area with an 
annual burn. Once the ground thaws 
and the warmer weather is here to 
stay, we burn in an effort to remove 
the cool season grasses allowing 
some warm season grasses to estab-
lish.

Once we complete out burning it is 
time to start planning establishment 
of our food plots. Food plots provide 
supplemental food for wildlife and 
also make game species like deer and 
turkeys easier to pattern for hunting. 
Some of the areas we till were also 
areas that we burned. Removing the 
grass with fire makes it easier to till 
up food plot sites.

We plant our food plots in early 
summer to attract and feed the ani-
mals and once they’ve eaten most of 
this first crop we plant again later in 
the summer when the temps begin to 
drop and deer season is just around 
the corner. 

Once the food plots are planted we 
focus on providing travel corridors. 
Deer, and most animals for that mat-
ter, are a lot like us, they will take the 
easy path, or the path of least resis-
tance. Therefore, if you cut trails and 
paths through the woods deer and 
turkey will follow use them. We usu-
ally place our trails in locations that 
connect feeding and bedding areas 
for best results.

The next step in our preseason 
preparation is to set out our trail 
cameras. The cameras help us to de-
termine where the highest concentra-
tions of deer use are as well as which 
deer are present that we may wish to 
harvest. With the information we get 
from our cameras we to try and make 

select locations even better. We usu-
ally check our cameras every 2 weeks 
during the summer and close to three 
or less days during the season.

Once the season begins it is time to 
make all of the preparation work pay 
off. Here again, we hedge our bets by 
picking the most productive times to 
hunt; prior to fronts and days where 
the barometric pressure is high. I 
have learned that afternoon hunts 
on clear high pressure days with the 
moon rising in the east have been 
productive early and late season.

The rut is one of the best times to 
be in the deer woods. This is the time 
where the   bucks are chasing does. 
At this magical time of year, it is best 
to be in the woods as long as you 
possibly can because deer movement 
can occur at any time. I have had the 
best success at encountering deer at 
this time by finding where does are 
concentrated and deep in the woods 
near bedding areas. Many bucks tend 
to sleep in late and then around 9-12 
and 1-3 the bucks will check tree 
lines and trails to try and find places 
where a hot doe walked through on 
her way back to bed or out to eat.

Put all of this together and have 
fun.  Nothing is more important than 
hanging out in God’s creation and 
bonding with friends and family. 

Life In the Hunt

Me and my grandpa with my first turkey. We had a lot of sweat equity invested in this bird. We walked close 
to 4 miles all throughout the day. When the group my bird was a part of finally headed to roost they walked 
right by us. This guy was the last to walk past and I made a good shot right on point.  Once the shot was 
taken, the work began as we had a tiring 4 mile walk back to the truck, with a 18 pound turkey and a gun 
on my back.  However, the long walk gave me time to marinate in the pride of my accomplishment and the 
special moment shared with my grandpa.
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 Honey Creek Strutters Committee Member Chad Foreman and Regional Director Mike Allen present the chapters scholarship award to 
Austin Dotson (above) and Clay Miller YMCA Wellness and Youth/Sports Coordinator in Cameron accepts a check to support development of 
a local archery program that he will coordinate (below).

Tick Ridge Chapter President John Kerns presents his chapters 
scholarship check to Ryan Dawson.

Remington Wilson receives his scholarship check from Kingdom of 
Callaway Limb Hangers Committee Member Don Masek. 

Ryan Witting and Brady Gholson received their scholarship checks 
from Cooper Country Limb Hangers Vice President Gene Waljie

Shelby Ackley receives her scholarship check from Randolph 
County Long Beards President Bobby Harris. 

NWTF Scholarships Awarded To Deserving Students

Scholarship recipient Kinslee Vandiver pictured with Grand River 
Gobbler Committee Member Bryan Gray and Kylee Gannon pic-
tured with Committee member Jim Kruger. In addition to the local 
scholarships, the state board awards 4 larger scholarships to the 4 
best candidates in the state. Kylee was the 3rd runner up in MO…
good job Kylee!
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— ATTENTION — 
New Copy Deadlines 

for the Show Me Gobbler 

March 29, July 15 & November 30

Libby Heisler from Lake of the Ozarks chapter 
with her 2016 deer.

Mike Benecke with his Illinois deer harvested 
in 2016


