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The Save The Habitat. Save The Hunt. strategic plan has been in place since 2013. 
This plan specifically defines how Missouri will contribute to the national goals of 
achieving 4 million acres of enhanced and conserved habitat, creating 1.5 million 
new hunters, and gaining access to an additional 500,000 acres for hunting.  Plan-
ning is important in achieving success because good plans outline specifically what 
you are going to do and how you are going to do it. A well thought out plan is based 
heavily upon past performance and projected improvements, is adhered to, and 
adjustments are made to hone performance as you move forward. Initially, the state 
board established a habitat goal of 13,122 acres annually, contributing 131,220 acres 
toward the 10-year, 4-million acre national goal. These acres were to come as 1,800 
acres annually from open lands management on the Mark Twain, 200 acres in the 
Southeast Missouri focal landscape also through stewardship projects on the Mark 
Twain, 400 acres of private lands work in the MO/IA Oaks focal landscape, 550 acres 

NWTF Purchased Equipment 
is Making a Difference in 
Achieving Save The Habitat. 
Save The Hunt.  Acreage Goals!

by Cassidy Keeven

Hi, my name is Cassidy Keeven. I am 14 years old and 
I would like to share with you my experience on June 
20th, 2015. I got to spend the whole day outside do-
ing exactly what I love…Shooting! The fun-filled day 
started bright and early with registration, a quick bite 
to eat, and a safety talk by a conservation agent.

This year, I was old enough to be in the “Extreme” 
group, meaning that I would get to shoot clay birds, 
.22’s, archery, and do my best turkey call to try and win 
a turkey blind. We even spent some time watching bird 
dogs in action.

Over the last seven years, I have had the awesome 
opportunity to participate in multiple events very 
much like this one. Kids from the age of 8 to 16 all 
come together to enjoy lots of activities from kayaking 
to atlatl to archery.

Last year, when I was 13 years old, there was a group 
of about 9 or 10 kids, all my same age, that took part 
in different stations with me. We started by shooting 
pellet guns and paintballs. We shot clay birds, still-shot 
guns and archery. We tied flies and then practiced 
using them by fly-fishing and then we even got to go 
kayaking! How cool is that? I remember it all like it 
was yesterday, with my friends there and my favorite 
things to do all around me. My day was absolutely 
perfect, not a second wasted.

The 2015 event would not have been such a success 
if it weren’t for all the volunteers. Some adults were 
manning stations, while others led groups of kids to 
their next activity. Some made a delicious lunch for all 
of the participants, parents and volunteers. There were 
approximately 130 kids at the 2nd Annual J.A.K.E.S./
Whistlers event at the Ron and Lois Keeven farm in 
rural New Haven, Missouri. The Four Rivers Chapter 
of the National Wild Turkey Federation and the Mis-
souri River Valley Quail Forever Chapter 3152 worked 
so well together to sponsor an amazing event for us.

To end the day, we got to experience an incredible 
presentation of how to properly use a turkey net, fol-
lowed by a random selection of ten lucky kids to shoot 
a fully-automatic weapon! How many kids get to say 
that they have shot a fully-automatic rifle? 

The best part of the whole day was making new 
friends and seeing all the kids having fun with big 
smiles on their faces.

Personally, I am very excited for next year and hope 
to see many familiar and new faces. If you have any 
questions about upcoming Four Rivers NWTF events, 
you may contact Larry Keeven at 314-603-0532 or 
larry@kheatcool.com.

Another Successful JAKES Event

Newly acquired agricultural equipment will go a long way to restoring and maintain wildlife habitat 
here in Missouri.Continued on page 9.

John Liggett showing of a nice catfish he reeled in during the event.More photos from this event are on page 5.
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION NOTE:
The staff of the Show-Me Gobbler thank you for your contributions 
to the publication. Please feel free to submit future articles with 
photos to the contact information listed on the back page of this issue. 
Submission requirements: Digital copy submitted in Microsoft Word. 
(please contact us if you can only send hard copy) Digital photo-
graphs are preferred but will be accepted as snapshots if supplied to 
the editor. When scanning your own photos, please use at least 225 
resolution (dpi) but no more than 400 dpi, saved as a .jpeg, .jpg, .tiff or 
.eps. Photos submitted outside of these guidelines may not be suitable 
for printing. Please include photo captions and credits for each photo 
submitted. Photos will not be returned. Thanks again for your contri-
butions and we look forward to your participation in the future.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Show-Me Gobbler is published three times 
per year by the George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and is circulated statewide to its membership as well as other 
interested parties. As the official publication of the George C. Clark Missouri 
State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, the Show-Me Gobbler 
serves to inform, educate and entertain wild turkey enthusiasts throughout 
Missouri and is committed to supporting conservation through sound wildlife 
management, and sport hunting through safety and ethics education.
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SHOW-ME
GOBBLER

Hello to all, This is my first re-
port as your new state president. 
First of all I would like to thank 
and commend Tim Brooks for 
his leadership, dedication, and 
sound judgement over the last 4 
years as our state president. Sec-
ond I would like to thank those 
who had the confidence to elect 
me as your new state president. I 
will try to fulfill this position to 
the best of my ability.

I hope turkey season went well 
for everyone this year. Down in 
the southwest part of the state all 
in all we had a great season.

I also hope that a lot of you had 
the opportunity to take a child or 
introduce a new adult hunter to 
our great sport this spring.

There’s not much I enjoy more 
than taking a young hunter out 
for their first hunt. When the 
morning starts waking up to the 
birds singing, owls hooting, and 
the look on that new hunters 
face when the first turkey of the 
morning gobbles on the roost.

There are very few things in life 
that have the reward of getting 
to see a parent and a child when 

that child takes their first wild 
turkey. The look in their eyes, 
the joy and smile on their faces 
at that sense of accomplishment 
that they just shared together.

MEMORIES THAT WILL 
LAST A LIFETIME

We want those memories to 
continue to be made by our chil-
dren and grandchildren. That’s 
what the Save the Habitat. Save 
the Hunt. Initiative is all about. 
Being sure that our children and 
grandchildren always have the 
privilege to hunt and fish with 
the abundance of fish and wild-
life that we have known through 
our lifetime and the habitat to 
sustain them. 

Creating new hunters and 
raising dollars for habitat work 
is our biggest job as members 
and volunteers of the NWTF if 
we want our hunting heritage to 
continue.

I would call all chapters in this 
great State of Missouri to come 
together for our organization and 
our future generations. Help sup-
port your neighboring chapters 
with a helping hand. We are all 

in this together striving for the 
same goals. So true is a state-
ment by Mother Teresa:  “I can 
do things you cannot. You can do 
things I cannot. But together we 
can do great things.”

The NWTF is a great organi-
zation and we want to continue 
to improve it to make it even 
grander. To do this sometimes it 
requires changes. Changes may 
be a different way of doing some-
thing or other times as simple as 
just a different way of looking at 
things we are already doing to 
make them even more successful, 
when it comes to growing our 
Membership, Sponsors, Jakes, 
Outreach events, and hunter 
recruitment. As Thomas Edison 
once said, “There’s a way to do 
it better. Find it.”  We are asking 
you to help us find it.

I know every chapter and every 
area is a little different and what 
works for one won’t work for all 
but if you have ideas on how we 
can do it better please email me 
your suggestions. 

To do great work requires 
motivation. Some say motivation 
doesn’t last. The same could be 
said about bathing. That’s  why 
it’s recommended daily. I don’t 
know how our great volunteers 
find all of their motivation, I only 
know how I find mine. Every 
time I look at my Grandson I 
know I want him to have the 
same enjoyment and pleasure 
from the wildlife and outdoor life 
that I have experienced.

I would like to thank every 
Member, Sponsor, and Volunteer 
in our state for all you do for 
our organization and our future 
generations.

Renowned statesman Winston 
Churchill once said, “We make 
a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give.”

R. L. Bennett, President 
George Clark 

MO State NWTF Chapter 
Turkeyslayer79@msn.com

President’s Report
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By Timothy J. Schwent, CPA 
NWTF Patron Life Member 
George Clark Missouri State Chapter Board Member 
Southern Missouri District Director 
573-225-3740

All I could see were red heads. The gobblers were 
running straight at us and I wondered if Lisa could 
get her father’s scoped Winchester 1300 NWTF 
special edition on a bird to complete her desire to 
harvest a Merriam’s gobbler that he never had the 
opportunity to take during his short life. We were on 
the Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South Dakota fol-
lowing sixteen months of planning and anticipation. 
If you have not read my first edition of “Hunting with 
Walt”, some explanation is needed. Walt Beumer was 
“the original mentor” of the Missouri State Chapter 
NWTF. A state president, Roger Latham Award win-
ner and Hunter Education proponent, Walt was push-
ing the ideals of “Save the Habitat – Save the Hunt” 
thirty years ago. Walt, Doc Dettmer and I started 
hunting the Grand Slam together in the late 1980’s. 
Walt never completed the slam lacking the Merriam’s 
before he passed away in 1997. I was reacquainted 
with Walt’s son and daughter (Jeff and Lisa Beumer 
Masters) in January 2014 and our conservations 
lead to planning a South Dakota hunt to complete 
the slam for dad and start one of their own. Lisa had 
never harvested a turkey and I had the great honor to 
take her on the hunt where she took her first gobbler 
in April 2014. That hunt also included my first ever 
double in 44 years of turkey hunting.

 A couple of years earlier Jeff and Lisa had become 
active in the NWTF chapter in Florissant, Missouri 
where Walt lived when they were growing up. The 
chapter was renamed after Walt and Jeff was elected 
president and Lisa JAKES coordinator. They im-
mediately picked up where Walt left off, winning a 
national NWTF award for the best first year JAKES 
event in the country. Their enthusiasm rubbed off 
on me. I have been a member of the Bootheel Boss 
Gobbler Chapter for 32 years, was beginning to burn 
out and contemplating retiring from active com-
mittee membership. The way they went about the 
tasks of running the Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter 
reminded all of Walt’s old friends of his commit-
ment to conservation and the turkey federation. The 
able Walt Beumer Chapter committee followed their 
2014 award by winning again in 2015 the best special 
JAKE’s event in the country. Now I had been the 
banquet chairman for the past three or four years and 
I took on that task and that of District Director with 
renewed vigor. I must preface this with the undeni-
able fact that the Bootheel Boss Gobbler Chapter 
Committee is probably the best in the country. Our 
chapter has been the top chapter in Missouri for 
many years. We were surprised at the 2015 National 
NWTF Convention with an award as the third best 
chapter in the nation for 2014. Was that some of 
Walt’s mentorship tickling down??? I’d like to think 
so. Our 2015 banquet was even better than 2014 so 
we should be right up there again. But that’s boring 
stuff – you want to hear about the hunt.

The twelve hour drive from St. Louis was unevent-
ful. We arrived and were met at our cabin by our 

guide about 4:00 PM. Our scouting and roosting 
trip resulted in four nice groups being put to bed. 
Our spirits were high the next day at 5:00 AM when 
our guide was to meet us for the morning hunt. The 
spirits went from high, to concern, to disgust when 
he failed to show up. I was able get Jeff and his friend 
(and Beumer chapter member) Ron Tiemann to their 
designated hunting spot but it was well after fly down 
time. We finally found the guide’s house and got 
him out of bed at 8:00 AM. The hunt seemed to go 
downhill from there.  We had rain, mist, fog, cold and 
wind. If we had 15 hours of sunshine in the next four 
days I’ll kiss my behind. We saw many birds but they 
were tight lipped and illusive. Friday the only luck we 
had was Ron fount two pair of nice whitetail sheds 
and the guide found a huge morel mushroom. That 
kept us all looking (especially Lisa) for sheds the rest 
of the hunt. Saturday morning Jeff and Ron had mul-
tiple gobbling birds but they, like the rest of the hunt, 
were ignoring the call. Saturday afternoon looked 
to be the best day of the hunt but about 5PM that 
evening the sky turned black and the wind picked 
up to 30 or 40 mph. I looked over to my left and saw 
Lisa holding on to the large pine tree we were under 
with one hand and clutching her father’s Winchester 
with the other, afraid the wind would blow it off the 
steep ridge where we were sitting. When the lighten-
ing started I had to literally had to drag her back to 
the truck. I am a pretty persistent hunter but I’ve had 
a couple of close calls with Mother Nature and she 
always wins.

Brother Jeff was thinking along those same lines 
and was on the way out when he ran into a string of 
turkeys headed to the roost area. Some good woods-
manship kept him from being seen by the birds. He 
had time to observe the group and pick out a nice 
young gobbler. His well placed shot finally downed a 
Merriam’s gobbler that Dad has always coveted. Jeff 
had taken the bird with his Winchester 1300 NWTF 
special edition given to him by one of his dad’s old 
hunting buddies. We had decided a few months ear-
lier that we would all hunt with the same guns Walt 
and I had used back in the 1980s. The guide, Lisa and 
I were driving to the cabin when we got Jeff ’s text. 
At just that time there appeared in the sky above us 
the most beautiful double rainbows. Both bows were 
complete with both legs and the crest visible. I have 
never seen such awesome rainbows in my life. They 
shined bright as a Walt Beumer smile and gave us no 
doubt that he was there with us. My own children, 
much like Walt’s girls, did not choose to become 
hunters. My son did harvest a couple of jakes during 
his junior high years but now spends his time out-
doors skiing and climbing near his Denver, Colorado 
home. This hunt with Walt’s children has filled a 
void in my hunting career and I hope there will be 
many more hunts. There were many tears and much 
celebration at the cabin that evening and renewed op-
timism for the next day’s hunt. BUT the next day was 
just more of the same. Morning rain persisted until 
1:00 PM. Roosted birds seemed to disappear. Calling 
was useless, birds would gobble once and then shut 
up.  We were set up on a roost sight that evening and 
had heard a gobble. The guide texted that a gobbler 

Hunting with Walt (the sequel) Wildlife and 
Hunters Benefit 
from Federal Grants

EDGEFIELD, S.C. — The USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service recently announced they will 
provide $20 million in grants to 15 states to improve 
and increase wildlife habitat and public access for 
hunting. 

The projects are being funded under the Voluntary 
Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-
HIP).

“Hunting participation is on the decline due, in 
part, to loss of places to hunt,” said National Wild 
Turkey Federation Chief Conservation Officer Becky 
Humphries. “The actions of the NRCS are in line with 
our Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative, and we 
support their efforts to increase hunting opportunities 
for the general public and improve wildlife habitat.

According to the NRCS, The selected state gov-
ernments will encourage owners and operators of 
privately held farm, ranch or forest land to volun-
tarily open their land for hunting, fishing and other 
wildlife-dependent recreation and to improve fish and 
wildlife habitat on that land.

The NRCS awarded grants for projects in Colo-
rado, Connecticut, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Washington, Wisconsin and 
Wyoming.

The NWTF worked tirelessly to educate lawmak-
ers on the conservation benefits of the VPA-HIP and 
urged inclusion in the 2009 Farm Bill, as well as its 
reauthorization in 2014. The NWTF also worked with 
state agencies to deliver on past grants.

For more information about NRCS and the grant 
program, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov.

About Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.

The NWTF Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initia-
tive is a charge that mobilizes science, fundraising and 
devoted volunteers to give the NWTF more energy 
and purpose than ever. Through this national initia-
tive, NWTF has committed to raising $1.2 billion 
to conserve or enhance 4 million acres of essential 
upland wildlife habitat, create 1.5 million hunters and 
open access to 500,000 acres for hunting, shooting 
and outdoor enjoyment. Without hunters, there will 
be no wildlife or habitat. The NWTF is determined to 
Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.

For additional story information, contact Pete 
Muller at (803) 637-7698

Continued on page 5.
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Making Headway $30,000 Grant Awarded to Wappapello 
Lake for Handicapped Hunting BlindsBy Mike Allen 

Brashear, MO - Regional Director 
National Wild Turkey Federation

Sometimes it is hard to know if you are making any 
headway…it seems like two steps forward, three steps 
back.  That isn’t the case with the NWTF’s Save the 
Habitat. Save the Hunt. Initiative.  Everything we do to 
ensure a hunting lifestyle is track able, and it is easy to 
see our progress.

Each time one of our members introduce a new per-
son to the sport of hunting, we are making headway.  
The tracking of that is where we sometimes drop the 
ball.  Your regional field staff can provide you with the 
documentation needed to track the number of hunters 
created.  In Missouri, your state boa plan calls for the 
creation of a set number of new hunters each year.  If 
each of us can introduce someone new to the sport, 
and take the few minutes it takes to fill out the form 
and submit it to Regional Biologist John Burk, we will 
be able to track our progress, and know we are making 
headway.  Our dove fields were instrumental in 2014 in 
the creation of new hunters, and we look to have and 
even bigger impact in 2015.  Let us know if you have 
interest in mentoring at a dove field this fall and spread 
the word to any potential participants. We are priori-
tizing first time hunters of any age but second priority 
will be provided to youths age 11-15.

We are making headway towards the Save the Habi-
tat side of our initiative through our  conservation seed 
program.  This program is both a member benefit and 
adds to our acres enhanced.  The food plot seed is on 
the way, for those of you who sent in your orders in 
December or January, we will be in contact as soon as 
the seed is delivered, letting you know when and where 
to pick it up.  Costs are about the same as last year on 
corn, soybeans, and milo.

I can assure each of you, we are making headway 
in the banquet season.  As I write this, the major-
ity of banquets have been completed, with very good 
results.  The committees I work with have excelled this 
year, and the results show it.  Sponsor numbers are up, 
memberships are on track to increase, and the auctions 
and raffles have done well.  The banquet program is 
a very major component of the NWTF’s fundraising 
efforts.  I applaud everyone’s efforts in keeping the 
NWTF at the forefront in the conservation arena.  

With that said, there is still plenty of opportunity 
to attend a banquet.  Check out the remaining events 
on our state website, monwtf.org.  You can also learn 
about events on our Facebook page at NWTF-Mis-
souri.  

There is also opportunity for your chapter to increase 
the impact you have within the NWTF.  Visit with your 
Regional Director and find out about hosting a gun 
bash, sportsmen’s night out, or adding a fundraising 
component at your JAKE’s event this summer.  Having 
an added event will strengthen the NWTF, and those 
events are fun to do.

The entire field staff appreciates all of your efforts, 
be it at the committee level, or by attending an event.  
Here’s hoping you have a great spring, and make some 
headway with your turkey hunting.

The United States Corps of 
Engineers recently announced 
the award of a $30,000 grant to 
Wappapello Lake near Puxico 
in Southeast Missouri and five 
partner organizations. The grant 
application was submitted to 
a national committee and was 
subject to competition with other 
application nationwide. The maxi-
mum grant is $30,000 and grants 
are not necessarily awarded each 
year. Awards are judged on their 
worthiness and the partnerships 
associated with the application. 

Pictured in the photo are 
(from left to right): Mic Plunkett, 
Conservation Agent represent-
ing the Missouri Department 
of Conservation; COL Mitchell, 
US Corps of Engineers, St. Louis 
District; Sid Gerlach, Construc-
tion Tech teacher representing 
the Cape Girardeau Career and 
Technology School; Tim Schwent, 
District Director and state board 
member, representing the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation; 
not pictured were representatives 
for the Wayne County Sports-
men Association and the Quality 
Deer Management Association.  
The agreement signing took place 
at the Wappapello Lake Project 
Office on April 16, 2015, and is a 
collaborative effort between Cyn-
thia Jackson, CEO at Wappapello 
and five partners to construct and 
place 10 blinds for use to provide 
a weather-proof experience for us-
ers during our Mobility Impaired 
Deer Hunt (sponsored by Bol-
linger County Double Beards and 
Bootheel Boss Gobblers NWTF 
Chapters, chairman Jackie Rowe) 
during the Wappapello Out-
door Opportunities for Disable 
Sportsmen (WOODS) event, for 
the spring youth Hunter Ap-
prentice Turkey Hunt (sponsored 
by Bootheel Boss Gobblers and 
the George Clark Missouri State 
Chapters NWTF, chairmen Rob 
Stover and Charlene West) and 
for the general public to utilize for 
bird/wildlife watching, hunting, 
etc.  The blinds will be welded and 
constructed by students at Cape 
Girardeau Career and Technology 
School (supervised by welding 
instructor and NWTF member 
Brandon Bradshaw) and fitted 
with camouflaged exterior plastic 
sheeting to ensure they will be 

long-lasting while being exposed 
to the weather’s elements.  The 
five partners are:  NATIONAL 
WILD TURKEY FEDERATION, 
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF 
CONSERVATION, QUALITY 
DEER MANAGEMENT ASSO-
CIATION, WAYNE COUNTY 
SPORTSMEN ASSOCIATION, 
AND CAPE GIRARDEAU 
CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY 
SCHOOL.  The contributions for 
each partner as they are outlined 
in the agreement are:

1. National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration shall provide volunteer 
labor and travel to provide blind 
transportation and assembly of 
the sides, doors and windows, 
representing 6.2% of the total cost 
associated with the construction 
and installation of the accessible, 
mobile, multi-use blinds.  Labor 
and travel costs shall represent the 
volunteer service provided under 
this agreement.

2. Missouri Department of 
Conservation shall provide on-site 
blind transport and placement, 
representing 1.9% of the total cost 
associated with the construction 
and installation of the accessible, 
mobile, multi-use blinds.  Labor 
and equipment use shall represent 
the service provided under this 
agreement.

3. Quality Deer Management 
Association shall provide techni-
cal expertise in selecting blind 
location placement, represent-
ing 1% of the total cost with the 
construction and installation of 
the accessible, mobile, multi-use 

blinds.  Labor shall represent the 
volunteer service provided under 
this agreement.

4. Wayne County Sportsmen 
Association shall provide assis-
tance with on-site blind place-
ment and on-site lane clearing, 
representing 2.9% of the total cost 
associated with the construction 
and installation of the accessible, 
mobile, multi-use blinds.  Labor 
and equipment use shall represent 
the volunteer service provided 
under this agreement

5. Cape Girardeau and Technol-
ogy School shall provide the blind 
design and all in-shop construc-
tion activities, including cutting 
and welding performed by weld-
ing students, representing 15.5% 
of the total cost with the construc-
tion and installation of the acces-
sible, mobile, multi-use blinds.  
Labor and equipment use shall 
represent the volunteer service 
provided under this agreement.

6. U.S. Corps of Engineers, 
Wappapello Lake will provide 
labor, technical advice and engi-
neering, and cash to comprise the 
balance of project needs.

The project should be com-
pleted in time for the mobility 
impaired deer hunt in November 
2015. Integral to the award were 
NWTF Regional Director Larry 
Neal and Corps team members 
Eric Lemons, Jeremy Jackson, 
James Gracey and Eric Linaman, 
all also NWTF members. 

This grant from Corps of Engineers will allow for handicapped hunting blinds that will be 
used by our Wheelin Hunts.
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Everyone in the group had the opportunity to learn about interesting outdoor skills. One of the outdoor skills that we covered was tying our own lures.

Firearm safety if always an important topic at every event. The turkey trapping demo was very informative.

Photos from Another Successful JAKES Event, continued from page 1.

and a jake had entered the woods where we had set up. 
He suggested a soft call after which he texted again that 
they were now running the opposite way.  So ended our 
hunt. We had taken one gobbler to finished dad’s slam 
but disappointment was evident in the whole crew. Lisa 
asked me on the way out of the woods if I thought I 
could stay to hunt another morning. No problem for 
me, I’m retired. Our guide could not take us as he was 
already committed to go back to his regular job. He did 
call a friend and arrange for another hunt.

Monday forecast was for sunshine but cold and 
windy. Dawn found us set up on the end of a wood lot 
on a long beard and a couple of hens. The guides went 
to the other end in an attempt to “move them” towards 
us. The hens came running and flying but the gob-
bler went into the wood lot and hid where the guides 
couldn’t find him. The wind was so sharp at 38 degrees 
that Lisa said to me “let’s just give them $100 and go 
home”, but we stuck it out. We had another unsuc-
cessful attempt before we drove up a lane to a ranch 
house and found three gobblers strutting in a meadow 
nearby. The guides left us there to work on them now 
confident that we were capable hunters. We had to 
make a large circle around the birds to get set up. We 

were in a fence row about 230 yards west of the gob-
blers. The wind was so strong that we could see them 
gobbling when we called but we could not hear them. 
They would not move a step toward us. We finally saw 
that they did have a couple of hens so we decided to try 
the new umbrella type “decoy fan”. I went to the truck 
to retrieve it and when I got back, Lisa said I left her 
without a call and two of the gobblers had entered the 
woods. I looked at them in the binoculars and saw they 
had cut the distance in half moving toward us just in-
side the woods. Lisa pleaded for me to call and against 
my better judge, I did so. The birds came out of the 
woods looking for the hen. After a few minutes of out 
stretched necks, they went back into strut and walked 
right back to the other end of the meadow.

We were now so frustrated that we crawled over to a 
woven wire fence, popped open the umbrella decoy and 
climbed over the fence behind it. The umbrella covered 
our upper bodies as we walked 150 yards down the 
fence line to the birds. When we were about 60 yards 
from the birds they began to get spooky. We decided 
to try them as we were using some of the new long 
range ammunition. They were about 50 yards when we 

Hunting With Walt, continued from page 3.

Continued on page 7. Jeff Beumer with the first Beumer Merriam’s.
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If you have pictures of your outdoor experiences 
that you would like to share with your NWTF peers, 
PLEASE submit them to John Burk at jburk@nwtf.
net with a brief photo description and they will be 

considered for the harvest page section of your 
Show Me Gobbler newsletter.

The George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter 

Member Harvest Page

Amber Rutherford with her first turkey.

AL Taxidermist, Shane Smith, decided to partake of a MO 
spring gobbler while in Springfield judging the World Taxi-
dermy Competition this spring.

Sephora Kretz and Steve Kretz with R.L. Bennett and their double.

State board member Lyndon Ruediger (far right) with 2015 opening day 
results. This bunch should’ve probably had to file an environmental impact 
statement!

From left to right, Stan Fredrick of the Midstate Chapter, NWTF Development 
Advisor James Earl Kennamer, Cathy Rupard of the Midstate chapter, Mi-
chael Waddell, and  Nick Mundt with the results of a hunt that Cathy bought 
at the national convention.

Chad Foreman, Chapter president of the Honey Creek Strutters with one of 
his 2015 birds.

Molly Burney of Rogersville with her 
2015 bird.

Mira Guist of Clever MO with the first 
of her two 2015 birds.

Colton Burney of Rogersville with a 
bird he took on an State Chapter Presi-
dent R.L. Bennett guided hunt.

Thomas Hays of the River Bottom Gob-
blers  poses with his prize.

David Smith of Ava MO with one of his 
2015 birds.
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dropped the umbrella but it took Lisa a few seconds 
to get on a bird and by the time she shot they were 80 
yards away and in the woods. We called the guide and 
after we explained what had happened and where they 
had gone, he said he knew where they were. He took us 
back out to the main road and drove a half mile north 
then in another ranch lane, through a corral and over 
a rise to another tree lined drainage. The birds were 
there, several gobblers and jakes with about 15 hens. 
The guide sent us to the other end of the drainage with 
instructions to set up fast as the birds would show up 
there.

I parked by truck less than 100 yards from the tree 
line and we ran to the drainage. A large oak tree pro-
vided the perfect set up. We had not been there two 
minutes when a hen ran by us from the direction of the 
truck, then another from the left. Now we are back to 
where this story started, “all I could see were red heads”. 
I whispered to Lisa that the first three were jakes. She 
said she wasn’t taking any chances; she was shooting 
the first one. Then my heart sank as I heard a loud 
“click”. Just as Walt would have done, I required that we 
remove our shells while we were in the truck. Lisa had 
forgotten to pump one into the chamber on the rush 

to set up. She reacted like a pro though as she pumped 
in a shell and “pole axed” only the second turkey of 
her short hunting career with the same Winchester 
1300 NWTF special edition that her father used in the 
1980’s. After seeing her bird go down, I moved on the 
jake and dropped him in his tracks. When I looked 
back over the scene there were turkeys everywhere, 
some were flying, some running, and deer were bound-
ing all over the place. It was a regular wildlife frenzy. 
Then something caught my eye. A single long beard 
was standing erect about 30 yards away. He too fell to 
my Winchester 1300 NWTF special edition. What a 
hunt this was; Lisa’s first Merriam’s and now a triple 
(the first for both of us).

The jake Lisa was on had moved away by the time 
she shot and she had actually shot a nice long beard. 
We walked up to the birds and found in the middle 

of them all a bleached white four point whitetail shed 
antler. Lisa had been searching for sheds for two days 
without luck. I could picture Walt’s smile as he watched 
her clutch the shed in one hand and stroke her gob-
bler’s feathers with the other. We had accomplished the 
mission for which we came to South Dakota. Jeff, Lisa 
and I had all taken beautiful Merriam’s gobblers with 
identical Winchester 1300 NWTF special editions just 
as Walt and I had used when we started the quest for 
a grand slam in 1988. I don’t know what hunting with 
Walt (and his kids) has in store for me next, but my first 
double and her first turkey ever with Lisa last year, a 
triple on Merriam’s this year and the rainbow after Jeff ’s 
bird will be hard to beat. Lisa and I would double on 
Rio Grande Jakes a couple of weeks later. Jeff is sched-
uled to hunt Rio’s with me next year. Thirty years later I 
am still enjoying “hunting with Walt”.

Jeff, Lisa & Tim with their Winchester 1300’s.

Lisa & Tim with their Merriam’s Triple.
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A Day of Fishing WS Event  
09-19-2015 
Contact: Joseph Malters 
jmalt@fidnet.com, (573) 364-1550 
Location: Rolla Park 
Hwy 44, Rolla, MO 65401

Bootheel Boss Gobblers Gun Blast 
10-01-2015 
Contact: Timothy Schwent 
tuscpa@swbell.net, (573) 225-3740 
Location: Jackson K Of C Hall 
Hwy 61 North, Jackson, MO 63755

Bollinger County Double Beards Gun Bash 
10-08-2015 
Contact: Jackie Rowe 
jrowecrna@gmail.com, (573) 238-4535 
Location: First Baptist Church 
502 Broadway, Marble Hill, MO 63764

River Hills Thunderin’ Gun Bash 
10-15-2015 
Contact: Rob Sulkowski Jr 
rob.sulkowski@mdc.mo.gov, (573) 883-9982 
Location: Bloomsdale Knights Of Columbus 
175 Jersey Ln, Bloomsdale, MO 63627

Crowleys Ridge Veterans of Valor Hunt  
11-17-2015 
Contact: Mark Reed, (573) 568-4433 
Location: Gobbler Ridge Farms 
17454 Co Rd 426, Dexter, MO 63841

Perry County Gun Blast 
02-18-2016 
Contact: Al Huber, (573) 517-1936 
Location: Perryville K Of C Hall 
Hwy 51, Perryville, MO 63775

WS Platte Purchase/Sportsmans Night Out 
07-18-2016 
Contact: Eddie Helsel 
eddieray_56@yahoo.com, (816) 253-9583 
Location: Pony Expres Museum 
914 Penn St,  St. Joseph, MO 64503

Heartland Gobblers Gun Blast  
08-08-2016 
Contact: Cordell Stewart, (573) 222-7182 
Location: American Legion Hall 
2320 Kanell Blvd, Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Bootheel Boss Gobblers Gun Blast 
10-06-2016 
Contact: Timothy Schwent 
tuscpa@swbell.net, (573) 225-3740 
Location: Jackson K Of C Hall 
Hwy 61 North, Jackson, MO 63755

Bollinger County Double Beards Gun Bash  
10-09-2016 
Contact: Jackie Rowe 
jrowecrna@gmail.com, (573) 238-4535 
Location: First Baptist Church 
502 Broadway, Marble Hill, MO 63764

River Hills Thunderin’ Gun Bash 
10-20-2016 
Contact: Rob Sulkowski Jr 
rob.sulkowski@mdc.mo.gov, (573) 883-9982 
Location: Bloomsdale Knights Of Columbus 
175 Jersey Ln, Bloomsdale, MO 63627

Sho-Me Gun Bash 
10-27-2016 
Contact: Kevin Hess 
hessmnstr@gmail.com, (417) 521-7447 
Location: White River Conference Center 
600 Sunshine, Springfield, MO 65802

Hunting With Walt, continued from page 5.
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Missouri Participates 
in 2015 Turkey Shoot 
at the Palmetto 
Shooting Complex 
in Edgefield SC

State Chapter Awards Elsberry High 
School Outstanding Agricultural 
Program of the Year

July Leadership Events; Something New

Key volunteers attend the Race For the Hunt night at Lucas Oil Speedway on 7/18/15 and witness the Cardinals and the Mets battle 
it out in an 18 inning baseball marathon on 7/19/15 as part of an NWTF leadership weekend. 

In an effort to provide volunteer training with 
some fun, your state board approved two events 
that occurred on the weekend of July 18 and 19. 
The weekend started on 7/18/15 at Lucas Oil 
Speedway. NWTF was the official sponsor on 
Saturday night and the Race For the Hunt race was 
televised with our 4’ x 8’ banner displayed on the 
track.  Seventy-five volunteers from 12 different 
chapters attended the event enjoying the race and 
fellowship.  

Sunday’s event began at the Drury Hotel near 
Busch Stadium. State Chapter President R.L. 
Bennett greeted 80 fellow volunteers and then 
gave the floor to staff and board members Jackie 

Rowe and Ben Doerge. Attendees of the leader-
ship meeting were provided information on Save 
The Habitat. Save The Hunt. history and progress, 
the importance of volunteer recruitment, sponsor 
recruitment, Outreach event planning, and the im-
portance of event reporting. Then it was off to the 
ballpark to watch the Cardinals battle the Mets. 

State Chapter Vice President Dan Zerr stated (left 
corner of right photo) once the game went into ex-
tra innings “now we’re into free baseball!”…attend-
ees that decided to stay for the whole game actually 
could claim a 2 for 1; the game lasted 18 innings! 

(top) Bootheel Boss Gobblers Committee member Bronson Senn, 
Missouri State Board Members President R.L. Bennett, Jackie Rowe, 
and Rob Stover getting ready to participate and have some fun in the 
shooting competitions offered at the Palmetto Shooting Complex as 
part of the annual Turkey Shoot held this year from 8/13-16/15. (bot-
tom) The same group of guys dealing with a flat tire curveball…Maybe 
you guys won too many guns last year and fellow turkey enthusiasts 
tacked your path in an attempt to knock you off of your game! 

From left to right new Ag Teacher Brett Waddel, recently retired Ag Teacher Mike McCrory, NWTF State Chapter President R.L. Ben-
nett, Ag Teacher Jason Vandivort.

The state chapter annually shoes their support for the FFA program in Missouri by providing cash awards 
to schools and teachers that have exhibited outstanding performance. This year, the award for Outstanding 
Agricultural Program was presented to Elsberry High School at the July Vocational Agricultural Confer-
ence in Springfield.
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NRA Women on 
Target Instructional Shoot 
09-26-15 
Contact: James Drake 
ddrake_4@yahoo.com 
(816) 718-1100 
Location: Pioneer Gun Club Inc. 
900 Nw 1571 Road 
Holden, MO 64040

Bootheel Boss Gobblers 
01-31-16 
Contact: Sara Bradshaw 
(573) 579-7859 
Location: Tomlin Farms 
Co Rd 349 
Jackson, MO 63701
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By Jason L. Isabelle 
Resource Scientist 
Missouri Department of Conservation

The second winter field season of the 
ongoing wild turkey research project in 
northeastern Missouri concluded this 
past March. Although the unseason-
ably warm weather resulted in a slow 
start to the winter trapping season, the 
field season ended well with Conser-
vation Department and University of 
Missouri researchers capturing over 
320 turkeys across the four-county 
study area. This year’s capture total in-
cluded about 80 males and nearly 250 
hens. After being banded and fit with 
radio-transmitters, all turkeys were re-
leased in the same fields in which they 
were captured.

When the trapping season ended 
in mid-March, researchers began 
intensive radio-tracking to monitor 
turkey survival and nesting success. On 
opening day of this year’s spring turkey 
season, 144 male turkeys were being 
radio-tracked (75 adult gobblers and 
69 jakes), including turkeys captured 
during the first and second years of the 
project. Of those turkeys, just 11 (15%) 
adult gobblers were harvested and 

none of the jakes were harvested. These 
results are generally similar to the 2014 
spring season when 17% and 6% of the 
banded adult gobblers and jakes were 
harvested, respectively. Although there 
are three additional years of the project 
and more information to come, results 
thus far indicate Missouri’s turkey 
hunters are removing a rather small 
proportion of the population. 

It is important to recognize that the 
intent of the study is not to provide 
information representative of the entire 
state. With a landscape as diverse as 
Missouri’s, this would require numer-
ous study areas located throughout 
the state. The study was designed to 
provide information representative 
of the open, agricultural landscape 
of northern Missouri and portions of 
west-central and southwestern Mis-
souri known as the West Prairie Re-
gion. The applicability of project results 
will be evaluated in various regions of 
the state to determine their usefulness 
in these areas and to determine if and 
where the need exists for additional 
field studies.

We greatly appreciate the support 
that private landowners have provided 

to our project. Also central to the 
project’s success has been a reliance 
on partnerships, and there are numer-
ous partners involved, including the 
University of Missouri, University of 
Washington, and the NWTF. Grants 
from the George Clark Missouri State 
Chapter of the NWTF have helped 
fund the project in addition to funding 
provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Wildlife Restoration Program 
and by the Conservation Department.

With the wet spring and early sum-
mer much of Missouri has experienced 
this year, many hunters and turkey 
enthusiasts have expressed concern 
about this year’s hatch. It’s currently 
mid-July and too early to provide any 
solid information about turkey produc-
tion this year. Not surprisingly, given 
high rainfall totals, results thus far 
from the radio-tagged hens researchers 
are tracking in northeastern Missouri 
suggest production will not be as high 
in the region as it was last year. In addi-
tion to flooding causing hens to aban-
don their nests, wet conditions during 
the nesting season probably increase 
the ability of predators to locate nesting 
hens and their eggs. Researchers con-
tinue to track several hens in the four-
county study area that are incubating a 
second clutch of eggs. If these hens are 
successful, their broods should hatch 
near the end of July. 

Turkey brood survey cards from June 
are starting to arrive at the Research 

Center in Columbia, but results from 
the three-month survey (June–August) 
will not be available until mid-to-late 
September. Each year, the Conserva-
tion Department recruits volunteers 
to participate in its brood survey. If 
you don’t already participate, please 
consider signing up. It’s very easy to 
participate. Simply send an e-mail 
to Rachel Boss (Rachel.Boss@mdc.
mo.gov) and provide your name and 
mailing address. Each summer you’ll 
receive three survey cards in the mail; 
one for June, July, and August. If you 
see turkeys during those months, sim-
ply record the sightings on your cards 
and mail the postage-paid cards back at 
the end of each month. 

The Conservation Department has 
been conducting the brood survey 
since 1959, and it represents one of 
the most valuable sources of turkey 
information we have. Last year, several 
thousand volunteers recorded observa-
tions of nearly 70,000 turkeys during 
the survey. That number is certainly 
impressive and is a testament to the 
dedication of our volunteers. I think 
you’ll enjoy participating in the survey 
and can assure you the information 
you provide is an important part of 
Missouri’s Wild Turkey Management 
Program. For those interested in view-
ing results of this year’s brood survey, 
please check the Conservation Depart-
ment’s website (www.mdc.mo.gov) in 
mid-to-late September when the final 
survey report will be posted.

Preliminary Results from 
Northeastern Missouri Wild 
Turkey Research Project

of private lands work in the Ozark focal landscape, 7,722 acres enhanced through our conservation seed program, 
and 2,448 acres through equipment. An overall assessment provided at the June Board meeting indicated that we 
had actually achieved 8,260 acres; quite a bit short of the 13,122 acre goal with only 2 months left in the fiscal re-
porting year.  Some of the acres didn’t happen because project development did not occur as quickly as anticipated 
with 2,000 acres intended to come from stewardship projects that are not yet in place. We will have an additional 
NWTF project forester by October in the southern part of the state to devote fulltime attention to developing these 
projects. Our seed program did not hit the 7,722 acre mark because this goal was initially established when the 
Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) actively participated in the program and accounted for half of the 
seed planted. MDC Is moving away from the use of GMO and treated seed on their management areas and most of 
our seed is GMO and ALL of our seed it treated.  We will have to make adjustments for these and other changes in 
our plan as we move forward. This  may seem like bad news but the quest to achieve strategic goals and the desire to 
succeed guided by the plan led to the discovery of other acres that had previously not been seriously tracked. 

The good news is that we will have to adjust our numbers up dramatically with regards to equipment. Assisting 
our state and federal agency partners with the purchase of needed habitat management equipment has always been 
something that the state board has supported over the years.  Acreage reporting on equipment that we partner to 
purchase has always been a challenge like most reporting related tasks. No one likes to do paperwork and even 
though it is technically a requirement outlined in the request for proposals it isn’t adhered to very well and not 
enforced at all. Therefore, in the past I just offered extrapolations based on information available multiplied by the 
amount of equipment known to be out there. However, under the new reporting guidelines established by a nation-
al committee, acreage reporting has to be actual annual acres reported piece by piece but could be retroactive back 
to the initiation date (2013) of Save The Habitat. Save The Hunt. Over the last couple of months and after numerous 
phone calls and e-mails I have logged over 60,700 acres impacted by equipment that you helped us purchase and 
donate to state and federal agencies for use on public and private land. What’s more, this total is only from equip-
ment that we have purchased since 2007, and I did not get 100% response. More good news: in addition to habitat 
related projects that you help contribute to annually, the gifts that you have provided in the past are still giving to 
the toon of probably around 20,000 acres annually! GREAT job and THANK YOU!!! 

NWTF Equipment Purchase continued from page 1.

JAKES Events
St. Louis Longbeards 
JAKES Event - 09-19-15 
Contact: Mitchell Norris 
(314) 496-4180 
Location: Arnold Park 
Hwy 141 
Arnold, MO 63010

Spring River Toms 
Jakes Event - 09-19-15 
Contact: Jerry Hartman 
j42a43h@hotmail.com 
(417) 388-2923 
Location: Baugh Flight Park 
6079 Incline Rd. 
Reeds, MO 64859
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See’s Creek Strutters   09-19 
Contact: Chris Kleindienst 
thehuntingcorner@yahoo.com 
(573) 735-5406 
Location: Knight’s Of Columbus Hall 
Main St., Monroe City, MO 63456

Polk County Hillbilly Longbeards   09-25 
Contact: Mark Smith 
smithsrestaurant@hotmail.com 
(417) 818-2150 
Location: Smith’s Restaurant 
Hwy 13 South, Bolivar, MO 65613

Shoal Creek Chapter   09-26 
Contact: Bill House 
bill.house@tyson.com 
(417) 236-3719 
Location: Casino Building 
101 South Lincoln, Monett, MO 65708

Clay Howlett Memorial   10-03 
Contact: Clinton Jarrett 
cjarrett83@gmail.com 
(573) 855-1442 
Location: Laquey Vfw Post 3168 
26050 Swindell Drive, Richland, MO 65556

Bunt Cumbea Laclede Co Chapter   10-03 
Contact: Karen Ray 
karen.ray@mdc.mo.gov 
(417) 588-1643 
Location: Cowan Civic Center 
500 E. Elm St., Lebanon, MO 65536

Gasconade River Gobblers   10-09 
Contact: Kyle Lairmore 
kylelairmore@hotmail.com 
(573) 437-8899 
Location: Belle / Bland Community Buidling 
200 Hwy 28, Belle, MO 65013

Clark County Longbeards   10-10 
Contact: Dusty Davis 
davisfarms55@gmail.com 
(660) 341-3683 
Location: Pioneer Seed Building 
Hwy 136, Kahoka, MO 63445

Missouri State Banquet    01-09-16 
Contact: Tim Besancenez 
tbesancenez@nwtf.net 
(636) 262-0815 
Location: Tan Tara Resort - Lake Of The Ozarks 
494 Tan Tara Rd, Osage Beach, MO 65065

Union Covered Bridge Gobblers   01-16-16 
Contact: Bruce Mills 
bcmills@hughes.net 
(573) 721-2268 
Location: Madison Community Building 
115 South Main St, Madison, MO 65263

Dent County Thundering Toms   01-16 
Contact: John Steelman 
jdsteel@fidnet.com 
(573) 729-9217 
Location: Indian Trail Archery 
Highway 19 North 
Salem, MO 65560

Shaky Ground Gobblers   01-16-16 
Contact: Walter Campbell 
(573) 380-7928 
Location: Southern Comfort 
650 Main St, New Madrid, MO 63869

Springtown Wattlenecks   01-17 
Contact: Troy O’dell 
todell1@ford.com 
(816) 628-4254 
Location: American Legion Post 
2607 Nw 92 Highway, Smithville, MO 64089

Current River Callers   01-17-16 
Contact: Troy Mcafee 
troystransmo@centurytel.net 
(573) 325-4475 
Location: Winona School 
Hwy 19 N, Winona, MO 65588

Honey Creek Strutters   01-23-16 
Contact: Chad Foreman 
foremansmoking@yahoo.com 
(816) 632-2017 
Location: Cameron Communtiy Center 
1600 E Evergreen Street, Cameron, MO 64429

Southern Ozark Longbeards   01-24 
Contact: Sam Griffin 
sam@bobgriffininsurance.com 
(573) 996-8269 
Location: His Place 
#4 Wright Park Drive Hwy 160, Doniphan, MO 63935

Indian Creek Chapter   01-24-16 
Contact: Matt Friend 
mfriend_42@yahoo.com 
(417) 825-3305 
Location: Neosho Civic Auditorium 
109 West Main Street, Neosho, MO 64850

Delta Bootheel Gobblers   01-24-16 
Contact: Lynn Smith 
lynn.smith@modot.mo.gov 
(573) 888-0054 
Location: Kennett VFW 
1101 Veterans St, Rt 412 S Bypass, Kennett, MO 63857

Willard Thunderin Gobblers   01-29-16 
Contact: Carrie Bussard 
cbussard@dmp.com 
(417) 827-0782 
Location: The Round Barn At Clear Creek 
10731 West Us 160, Walnut Grove, MO 65770

Salt River Sharp Spurs   01-30 
Contact: Jason Pollard 
jason.pollard@basf.com 
(573) 248-4976 
Location: Father Buhman Center 
103 S. 4th, Shelbina, MO 63469

Hickory County Jakes and Jennies   01-30 
Contact: Tim Pratt 
tcpratt@hotmail.com 
(417) 718-1114 
Location: Hickory County Senior Center 
Highway 54, Wheatland, MO 65779

Rogersville Strutters   01-30-16 
Contact: Cody Wilson 
(417) 753-3164 
Location: First Baptist Church 
101 West Center St, Rogersville, MO 65742

Ray County Shortspurs   01-31-16 
Contact: Mark McCorkendale 
ricklan1@hotmail.com 
(660) 398-4785 
Location: Ray County Veterans Memorial Bldg. 
312 Clark St, Richmond, MO 64085

Clearwater Longbeards   01-31-16 
Contact: Richard Ayers (573) 223-2356 
Location: Trinity Methodist Church 
Hwy 34, Piedmont, MO 63957

Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter   02-05 
Contact: Brian Duckett 
brian_duckett@sbcglobal.net 
(314) 574-9213 
Location: The Boeing Machinist Building 
212 Utz Lane, Hazelwood, MO 63042

Lincoln Hills   2016-02-06 
Contact: Jay Herring 
jherringhri@yahoo.com 
(573) 898-5420 
Location: Sacred Heart Parrish 
714 Lincoln Street, Elsberry, MO 63343

Tabo Creek Thunderin’ Toms   02-06 
Contact: Kevin Whitworth 
colkwhit@ctcis.net 
(660) 584-7352 
Location: American Legion Post 
1001 N 22nd St., Higginsville, MO 64037

Heartland Longbeards   02-06 
Contact: James Drake 
ddrake_4@yahoo.com 
(816) 718-1100 
Location: Oak Grove Civic Center 
2100 S Broadway, Oak Grove, MO 64075

Tick Ridge   02-07 
Contact: Matthew Burks 
mattburks1@yahoo.com 
(660) 395-1404 
Location: Macon Co Expo Center 
Hwy 63 S, Macon, MO 63552

Chariton River Full Strutters   02-07 
Contact: Jordan Harmon 
jordan.harmon@myfcsfinancial.com 
(660) 247-5306 
Location: Knight & Rucker Building 
Broadway, Brunswick, MO 65236

Bootheel Boss Gobblers   02-08 
Contact: Bronson Senn 
lneal@nwtf.net 
Location: Bavarian Hall 
Jct I-55 And Us Hwy 61 N @ Fruitland 
Jackson, MO 63755

Warren County Strutters   02-19 
Contact: Amy Mergelmeyer 
amymergelmeyer@yahoo.com 
(636) 221-1538 
Location: American Legion 
28855 Legion Trail, Warrenton, MO 63383

Gateway Long Spurs   02-20 
Contact: Dan Zerr 
dan089@centurytel.net 
(636) 699-7000 
Location: 
St. Theodore Catholic Church Gym 
5051 Hwy P, Flint Hill, MO 63385

Sand Burr Strutters   02-20 
Contact: Allan Lynch 
allanlynch@sbcglobal.net 
(573) 887-1261 
Location: Vfw 
709 Smith Street, Sikeston, MO 63801

Grand River Gobblers   02-21 
Contact: Bryan Gray 
grayjewl@grm.net 
(660) 425-3353 
Location: American Legion Post 216 
32932 W State Hwy 13 
Bethany, MO 64424

Black Mountain Longbeards   02-21 
Contact: Jason Wengler 
jasonwengler@hotmail.com 
(573) 783-9988 
Location: St Michaels Catholic School 
Main, Fredericktown, MO 63645

Upper Meramec Longspurs   02-26 
Contact: Shane Staples 
sstaples@mullallydistributing.com 
(573) 259-7405 
Location: Knights Of Columbus Hall 
7057 Old Hwy 66Cuba, MO 65453

Swampeast Strutters   02-26 
Contact: George Curtis 
g.a.curtis05@wildblue.net 
(573) 258-0851 
Location: United Methodist Church 
1700 E. Marshall, Charleston, MO 63834

Kingdom of Callaway Limbhangers   02-27 
Contact: John Burk 
jburk@nwtf.net 
(573) 676-5994 
Location: 54 Country 
400 Gaylord Drive, Fulton, MO 65251

Summit Ridge Longbeards   02-27 
Contact: Jeff Demand 
augustjd72@hotmail.com 
(573) 289-0401 
Location: St Andrews Catholic Church Gym 
400 St. Andrews Drive, Holts Summit, MO 65043

Moniteau Monarchs   02-27 
Contact: Brian Hill 
chop15cmc@yahoo.com 
(573) 796-3885 
Location: Knights Of Columbus 
Highway 50, Tipton, MO 65081

Fabius River Fantails   02-28 
Contact: Jeremy Holman 
holmanjp@missouri.edu 
(660) 341-8823 
Location: Community Center 
207 N. 4th St., Edina, MO 63537

South Grand River Gobblers   02-28 
Contact: Rodger Benson 
BensonRodger@gmail.com 
(816) 679-3119 
Location: Cass County Elk’s Lodge 
2402 N Hwy 291, Harrisonville, MO 64701

Lead Belt Longbeards   02-28 
Contact: Kathryn Wolff 
kathyalldogs@gmail.com 
(573) 701-2050 
Location: Knights Of Columbus Bonne Terre 
7897 Berry Rd, Bonne Terre, MO 63628

Mark Twain Forest Longspurs   03-05 
Contact: Tony Hollinsworth 
(543) 438-2219 
Location: Potosi Lions Club 
Highway 185, Potosi, MO 63664

Current River Longbeards    03-05 
Contact: Delbert Dewolf 
d-dewlf@hotmail.com 
(573) 660-1119 
Location: So Mo Baptist Assembly 
Hc 1 Box 200, Van Buren, MO 63965

Parkville Gobblers   03-06 
Contact: John Shene 
jshene@bonterracatering.com 
(816) 365-2856 
Location: Parkville Athletic Complex 
6014 N. 9 Hwy, Parkville, MO 64152

Missouri Hunting 
Heritage Banquets

For a complete list, visit: 
www.nwtf.org/events
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Visit us on the web @ www.monwtf.org or find us on FACEBOOK

By Mike Allen  
Regional Director 
Brashear, Missouri

Remember….

Do you remember the first time you 
had the opportunity to hunt?  I sure 
do…I was 8 years old and had the 
chance to go squirrel hunting with a 
neighbor.  George was a senior citi-
zen who had moved into the house 
down the road.  He had a beagle dog 
and liked to rabbit hunt in the fall and 
squirrel hunt in the summer.  We grew 
to be great friends, and shared many 
great times together.  He taught me 
how to safely handle the guns and clean 
them, and how to process the game we 
took.  We enjoyed a lot of great meals 
together as well.

As fall quickly approaches, don’t let 
the opportunity to mentor a new hunt-
er pass you by.  To ensure the NWTF’s 
Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt initia-
tive. is successful, we all need to do our 
part to grow hunter numbers.  

We are blessed in our state with 
amble seasons and opportunities to go 
afield.  We often are caught up in the 
“big game” mindset of deer and turkey 
hunts but not everyone wants to share 
their deer or turkey hunting spots. 
However,  small game opportunities 
abound, and may be the easiest way to 
get someone started.

 Dove season is here and is a ter-
rific way to introduce a new person 
to the sport of hunting.  It is an eco-
nomical hunt as well, assuming you 
need less than a case of shells per 
hunt!  There are numerous dove fields 
scattered across the state on vari-
ous MDC conservation areas http://
mdc4.mdc.mo.gov/applications/
moatlas/filteredadvancedsearch.
aspx?txtActivity=Hunting-Dove .  
Hopefully you have also heard about 
the NWTF mentored dove hunts, and 
taken advantage of this chance to intro-
duce a new hunter.  

There are a lot of acorns and hickory 
nuts in my part of the state, and the 
outlook is for great squirrel hunting 
this fall.  Once again, squirrel hunting 
can be done on the spur of the mo-
ment, doesn’t take a lot of time, and 
the chances for success are there.  You 
can use a shotgun or small bore rifle 
for squirrels, and it is a great way to 
practice your archery skills as well…..
of course, never shoot an arrow sky-
ward into the trees.  Rabbit season is 
just around the corner too.  There are 
lots of places to hunt rabbits, they are 
very plentiful this year, and make a 
great, healthy meal.  Again, you can go 
on short notice, it doesn’t take a ton of 
gear, and is an easy way to introduce 
someone to the sport of hunting.  , but 
I think we all enjoy taking young folks 
out hunting, but I would challenge 
you to think of someone you know 
who doesn’t currently hunt and  is just 
waiting for someone to ask them to go 
along.  The number one reason given 
in some surveys for adults not hunt-
ing is that no one ever asked them to 
go.  Hunting is a sport where rarely 
does a person wake up and decide to 
become a hunter.  It can seem intimi-

dating, especially if the person is not 
aquatinted with the use of firearms 
combined with the complexities or 
regulatory requirements and all of the 
gear they may think they need to have.     
Once they have a mentor to start them 
on the path of becoming a hunter, most 
folks will continue on to a lifetime of 
outdoor enjoyment.  

As the adage goes, there is strength 
in numbers.  Creating more hunters 
will serve to ensure that we leave a 
legacy for future generations to enjoy 
our great outdoors.  The added dollars 
to fund conservation in Missouri, and 
all across the nation, through license 
sales, taxes on guns, ammo, archery 
equipment, etc., will ensure that we 
have great, sustainable resources for 
those who will follow us.

How do you want to be remem-
bered?  Hopefully, years from now, 
someone will think of me fondly, as 
I remember George, and smile at the 
memory of all the great times we had.

Become a Hunting a Disciple

Stealth Gobblers   03-06 
Contact: David Mccannon 
dnmccannon@yahoo.com 
(667) 747-8260 
Location: Elks Lodge 
822 E. Young St., Warrensburg, MO 64093

Osage Prairie Thunderin’ Toms   03-06 
Contact: Adam Dean 
adean@cottey.edu 
(417) 448-7380 
Location: Eagles Lodge 
East Austin Blvd, Nevada, MO 64772

Rocky Top Limbhangers   03-06 
Contact: Larry Lindeman 
golfnson2@hotmail.com 
(417) 256-0980 
Location: West Plains Armory 
Broadway, West Plains, MO 65775

Yellow Creek Gobblers   03-07 
Contact: Dennis Paalhar 
Dennis.Paalhar@walsworth.com 
(660) 537-3459 
Location: Walsworth Community Building 
122 E. Ritchie, Marceline, MO 64658

Young’s Creek Strutters   03-07 
Contact: Eddie Schultz 
eddieschultz@centurytel.net 
(573) 682-1900 
Location: Nick And Noah’s 
801 E. Switzler, Centralia, MO 65240

Turkey Creek Longbeards 03-07 
Contact: Terry Greer 
tag6364@yahoo.com 
(417) 434-6745 
Location: Briarbrook Country Club 
502 Briarbrook Drive, Carl Junction, MO 64834

Sho-Me    03-07 
Contact: Matthew Kramer 
karstcon@yahoo.com 
(417) 839-6366 
Location: White River Banquet Hall 
600 West Sunshine, Springield, MO 65806

Platte Purchase   03-07 
Contact: Eddie Helsel 
eddieray_56@yahoo.com 
(816) 253-9583 
Location: Knights Of Columbus 
1204 N 49th Terrace, St. Joseph, MO 64506

Lake of the Ozarks NWTF Chapter   03-11 
Contact: Kurt Heisler 
kurt.heisler@mdc.mo.gov 
(573) 569-0550 
Location: Tri County Convention Center 
Highway 52 East, Versailles, MO 65084

Bayou Strutters   03-12 
Contact: Larry Neal 
lneal@nwtf.net 
(314) 334-4942 
Location: Cedars Banquet And Gatherings 
401 East Washington, East Prairie, MO 63845

St. Louis Longbeards   03-12 
Contact: Russ Ode 
(314) 644-4228 
Location: Oakville Elks Lodge 
Oakville Elks Lane, St. Louis, MO 63129

Lake Show-Me Longbeards   03-13 
Contact: Chris Comstock 
ccomstock1978@gmail.com 
(660) 216-0634 
Location: Vfw Post 4958 
123 W. Monroe, Memphis, MO 63555

Carman Springs Longbeards   03-13 
Contact: Terry Newton 
trnewt@hotmail.com 
(417) 469-2881 
Location: Willow Springs R-4 
Elementary Cafateria 
215 4th St, Willow Springs, MO 65793

Nemo   03-14 
Contact: Travis Moore 
old3toes@hotmail.com 
(573) 231-2859 
Location: American Legion Building 
5 Charles Brown Industrial Park, Palmyra, MO 63461

Randolph County Longbeards   03-14 
Contact: Larry Terry 
djterry_5@yahoo.com 
(660) 651-8636 
Location: St. Pius X Gymnasium 
210 S. Williams St., Moberly, MO 65270

Cooper County Limbhangers   03-14 
Contact: Vaughn Sell 
vaughnsell@sbcglobal.net 
Location: Knight’s Of Columbus Hall 
1515 Radio Hill Road, Boonville, MO 65233

Heartland Gobblers   03-14 
Contact: Chuck Stewart Farms 
chuckcaseman@yahoo.com 
(573) 222-7182 
Location: American Legion 
2320 Kanell Blvd, Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Reynolds County   03-18 
Contact: Gary Black 
garsueb@gmail.com 
(573) 637-9344 
Location: Reynolds County Fairgrounds 
Hwy O, Redford, MO 63665

Big River Gobblers 03-19 
Contact: Rich Christopher 
rchristopher@juno.com 
(636) 274-2574 
Location: Knights Of Columbus Hall 
6800 Kc Lane, House Springs, MO 63051

Putnam County Chapter   03-20 
Contact: Joe Ream 
j.ream@hotmail.com 
(660) 341-0895 
Location: Putnam County High School Commons 
801 S. 20th, Unionville, MO 63565

Marshfield Full Strutters   03-20 
Contact: Kenny Grunlien 
kgrunlien@gmail.com 
(417) 224-1857 
Location: Marshfield Buildings 
1049 School View Dr, Marshfield, MO 65706

Kirksville Ridge Runners   03-21 
Contact: Josh Meyer 
joshuameyer22@gmail.com 
(660) 665-4300 
Location: Nemo Fairgrounds 
Hwy 11 East, Kirksville, MO 63501

Truman Lake Chapter   03-21 
Contact: Thomas Paul 
flintturner@centurylink.net 
(660) 351-0788 
Location: Benson Convention Center 
1008 E. Sedalia St, Clinton, MO 64735

River Hills Thunderin’ Longbeards   03-21 
Contact: Butch Stephens 
bste9199@brick.net 
(573) 543-2165 
Location: Bloomsdale Knights Of Columbus Hall 
175 Jersey Lane, Bloomsdale, MO 63627



The National Wild Turkey Federation
Show-Me Gobbler
c/o Bernie Grice
1310 Bradshaw Ave.
Columbia, MO  65203

Copy Deadlines for the Show Me Gobbler 
March 15, July 10 & November 15

The bird was harvested in Cedar 
County, Missouri on opening 
morning of the Missouri Youth 
Hunt at approximately 8:15 a.m.  
Kooper is 11 years old and this is 
his first turkey ever.

Kooper Bays 
harvested a bird 
of a lifetime! 
TEN BEARDS!!!


