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by Sara Bradshaw

The day dawned cool and sunny 
with a most beautiful sunrise. Not 
the best duck hunting conditions 
but it would prove fruitful for 
most of the eleven women bun-
dled in their warmest camo, wad-
ers and the ugliest make-up they 
had ever applied. The Fifth Annual 
BBG-WITO duck hunted started 
Monday evening, November 24th 
at the Cato Slough Hunting Club 
where host Eric Lemons welcomed 
them to his quaint cabin tight 
on the slough. Most girls arrived 
before dark and were able to wit-
ness ducks arriving at the refuge 
to roost for the night. The evening 
was spent eating dinner, visiting 

and looking over aerial maps of 
the hunting spots. The hunters 
slept at the Cato cabin and a travel 
trailer parked on the property 
loaned for the event by McDowell 
RV Center in Jackson, Missouri.

The girls were split into five groups 
and set out an hour before shoot-
ing hours to five different private 
hunting clubs who had donated 
the hunts. Guides for the event 
were Eric Lemons, Stan West, 
Gary Sitze, Larry Berkbuegler, 
Tim Schwent, Larry Senn, Jackie 
Rowe and conservation agents 
Mic Plunkett, and Jeff Scott. Five 
hunters took their first ducks 
(Neysa Downs, Alicia Bishop, Bev 
Wiedefeld, Layna Kircher and 

Ashlynn Shrum) The other hunt-
ers Dixie Davie, Beth Nenninger, 
Katy Bollinger, Crokette McColl, 
Leah Shrum and Sara Bradshaw 
saw success from limits to the old 
“that’s why they call it hunting” ex-
cuse. In the final tally, four of the 
five groups harvested birds with 
only two hunters coming up with 
goose eggs. Forty-two birds were 
harvested including one black 
duck. Several went home to taxi-
dermists.  WE graciously thank 
our guides, the hunting clubs Mc-
Dowell R V and the Bootheel Boss 
Gobblers for making this event 
possible. Plans are already under 
way for next year’s event.

Bootheel Boss Gobblers WITO Duck Hunt

by Tim Schwent

Our chapter president got the e-mail the day before our 31st Annual Hunting 
Heritage Banquet on February 7, 2015 asking who would be present to accept an 
L.A. Dixon Award at the Saturday night Awards Banquet in Nashville at the NWTF 
National Convention. My name was submitted as I was the only member planning 
to attend. The caller did not give any information on what award we had won and by 
the time we all knew on the weekend, there was no one left at National Headquar-
ters who could answer the question. I was shocked when we saw the program at the 
Awards Banquet, that we were the third best of over 2000 NWTF Chapters in the 
entire country. What a thrill it was for me to represent the best chapter volunteers in 
the country on stage at Nashville.

The Bootheel Boss Gobblers have routinely been recognized in the top twenty 
chapters in the country but this is the first time we have broken into the top three. 
We have a great core committee of about fifteen volunteers but that swells to over 
40 people who help make our annual banquet a success. Many of our committee 
members have been recognized for their contributions to wild turkey conservation 
including two NWTF Roger Latham Award Winners. Our 2015 event was even 
larger than 2014 grossing well over $ 86,000 and netting nearly $ 52,000 and giving 
away over 40 guns. We will usually be first or second in the state in all member-
ship categories. We host a great JAKES Field Day, a spring JAKES turkey hunt and 
give away two annual scholarships; a WITO duck hunt and an upland bird hunt. 
Our June Sporting Clay Shoot and Banquet benefit Wheelin’ Sportsmen as does 
our October Gun Blast. We host a September Wheelin’ Sportsman Dove Hunt and 
assist with the November Wheelin’ deer hunt. We distribute over a 60,000 puonds of 
wildlife habitat seed every year. We have a well-rounded chapter with a committee 
of varied interests that contributes greatly to our success. We have never entered our 
projects for awards but this L.A. Dixon Award has spurred interest in our committee 
to pursue some of those next year.

Major thanks and congratulations go to our local officers: Randy Kuehn, president; 
Christine Kuehn, secretary; Bronson Senn, vice-president; David Hamm, treasurer; 
Tim Schwent, banquet chair, John Jansen and Charlie Beard, JAKES coordinators; 
Sara Bradshaw, WITO coordinator; David Hamm and John Jansen, seed chairmen, 
and Rob Stover, scholarship chair. We would be remiss without thanking a charter 
member of our chapter and current Regional Director for southern Missouri, Larry 
Neal, for his dedication and efforts to bring us to new and better efforts every year. 
Bootheel Boss Gobblers have never been bashful about stealing good ideas from 
other chapters HOWEVER, we are also eager to share the secrets to our success. We 
invite everyone to visit our events and join in our fun. We do things for right rea-
sons: Conserve the wildlife resource, preserve our hunting heritage and mentor new 
hunters. We urge all of you who like to hunt to “Save the Habitat – Save the Hunt” 
by passing along your knowledge and enthusiasm.  

“Best of the Best” Bootheel Boss Gobblers – 
Third Best Chapter in NWTF

Happy hunter showing the spoils of her weekend on the water.

BBG Committee celebrating award.
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION NOTE:
The staff of the Show-Me Gobbler thank you for your contributions 
to the publication. Please feel free to submit future articles with 
photos to the contact information listed on the back page of this issue. 
Submission requirements: Digital copy submitted in Microsoft Word. 
(please contact us if you can only send hard copy) Digital photo-
graphs are preferred but will be accepted as snapshots if supplied to 
the editor. When scanning your own photos, please use at least 225 
resolution (dpi) but no more than 400 dpi, saved as a .jpeg, .jpg, .tiff or 
.eps. Photos submitted outside of these guidelines may not be suitable 
for printing. Please include photo captions and credits for each photo 
submitted. Photos will not be returned. Thanks again for your contri-
butions and we look forward to your participation in the future.

President’s 
Message

Hi everyone,

This will be my last report as 
your State President. It has been 
a pleasure to serve all of you the 
last 4 years, and I feel that we have 
made important strides to carry 
this GREAT organization forward. 

The Spring banquet season is 
underway and GOOD reports are 
coming in. I want to say THANK 
YOU for all the hard work each 
of you does to make these events 
so successful. One of the most 
effective ways that each of us can 
help ensure the success of the 
“Save the Habitat/Save the Hunt” 

initiative in Missouri is to invite a 
new person to come to your local 
banquet.  Membership is the life-
blood of any successful grassroots 
organization and with your help 
we can continue to preserve our 
Constitutional and God given 
rights!!

This year has shown an increase in 
the number of bills introduced by 
the legislature that will, if passed, 
be a SERIOUS detriment to Con-
servation in Missouri. If you are 
not aware of these bills, I encour-
age each of you become engaged 
and voice your opinion on these 
matters.

This year’s State Scholarship win-
ners have been  picked. Please 
help me congratulate the follow-
ing young men and women on 
their accomplishments.

1. Tanner Koenig (State Chapter 
Winner). Tanner is the son of Don 
& Kim Koenig from Flemington, 
Mo. They are members of the 
Hickory County Jakes & Jennies 
Chapter. Tanner plans on attend-
ing the College of the Ozarks and 
majoring in Agriculture Educa-
tion with an emphasis on Conser-
vation.

2. Billie Rae House – Billie is the 
daughter of Bill & Carol House 
from Monett, Mo. They are mem-

bers of the Shoal Creek Chapter. 
Billie plans on attending North 
Eastern Oklahoma A&M and 
majoring in Animal Science and 
Agriculture Journalism.

3. Trevor DeHaan – Trevor is the 
son of Kevin DeHaan from Taylor 
Mo. They are members of the 
NEMO chapter in Hannibal, Mo. 
Trevor plans on attending Kansas 
State University and majoring in 
Agriculture Business and Animal 
Science.

4. Chase Steffens – Chase is 
the son of Kerry & Dana Stef-
fens from Frohna, Mo. They are 
members of the Bootheel Boss 
Gobblers chapter. Chase plans 
on attending the University of 
Missouri-Columbia, and majoring 
in Physical Therapy.

On the Save the Hunt side, I hope 
that each and every one of you 
takes a child hunting or fishing 
with you this year. 

Once again,  
GOD BLESS AND THANKS FOR 
ALL YOU DO!!!!! 

Yours in conservation, 

Tim Brooks,  
Past President 

George Clark Mo. State 
NWTF Chapter

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Show-Me Gobbler is published three times 
per year by the George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and is circulated statewide to its membership as well as other 
interested parties. As the official publication of the George C. Clark Missouri 
State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, the Show-Me Gobbler 
serves to inform, educate and entertain wild turkey enthusiasts throughout 
Missouri and is committed to supporting conservation through sound wildlife 
management, and sport hunting through safety and ethics education.
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WS Bootheel Boss Gobblers - 6/13/2015 
Location: Benton Legion Hall, Benton, MO 
Contact: Tim Schwent / 573-225-3740 
Email: tuscpa@swbell.net

WS Bootheel Boss Gobblers 
Clay Bird Shoot - 6/13/2015 
Location: Midwest Shooting Sports Clay Range, 
 Marble Hill, MO 
Contact: Randy Kuehn / 573-587 6184 
Email: rkuehn61@msn.com

WS Platte Purchase/Sportsmans 
Night Out - 7/18/2015 
Location: Moila, St. Joseph, MO 
Contact: Mr Edward R. Helsel / 816-596-0513 
Email: eddieray_56@yahoo.com

Clark County Longbeards Jakes Day 
Event Date: 3/29/2015 
Location: CARE Building, 451 N. Vine 
 Street, Kahoka 
Contact: Kevin Winters / 660-727-2021 
Email: 1winters@inter1.net

Great Outdoors Day 
Event Date: 4/11/2015 
Location: Laclede Baptist Camp, 30255 
 Swallow Lane, Richland 
Contact: Stan O’Daniel / 417-453-6701

Branson Tri-Lakes Jakes Hunt 
Event Date: 4/11/2015 
Location: Drury Mincy CA, Taney County, 
 Branson 
Contact: Jack Livingston / 417-699-3481 
Email: jlandcm@yahoo.com

Squaw Creek National WR Ladies Day 
Event Date: Apr 10, 2015 
Location: Squaw Creek National 
 Wildlife Refuge, Forrest City, MO 
Contact: Lori Stickler / 660 254 4287 
Email: kalbusus@yahoo.com

Great Outdoors Day 
Event Date: Apr 11, 2015 
Location: Laclede Baptist Camp, 
 30255 Swallow Road 
  Richland, MO 
Contact: Stan O’Daniel / 417-453-6701 
Email: tjhank@centurytel.net
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To steal a line from our Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. 
video, “imagine a world…” Opening scenes from the 
video depict a large antlered buck, steam blasting from 
his nostrils as he surveys what’s in front of him on a 
cold November morning; a scenario most of us have 
thankfully personally witnessed many times. The video 
also depicts a group of gobblers in full regalia, strutting 
their stuff on a spring morning; here again, a picture we 
could easily envision ourselves as being part of because 
most of us see it multiple times every spring and it 
touches our soul. The narrator goes on to say, “imagine 
a world where they didn’t exist.”…Can most of us even 
really imagine that? Things have been so good for so 
long that I think many of us really can’t imagine that; 
we take them and what they mean to our quality of life 
for granted. However, if you take just a second to truly 
appreciate how much these experiences truly add to 
the quality of each of our lives it should be completely 
unacceptable to tolerate anything that would present a 
threat to these precious experiences. The Save the Habi-
tat. Save the Hunt. initiative will help us ensure that the 
habitats that are critical for sustaining the wildlife pop-
ulations we enjoy and the hunters that help fund it all 
will continue to thrive. Together we will enhance and 
conserve 4 million acres of habitat nationally; 131,200 
acres here in Missouri, create 1.5 million new hunters; 
40,000 here in Missouri, and increase hunting access by 
500,000 acres; 2,000 here in Missouri over the next 10 
years. Although these are important goals to achieve in 
ensuring that the lifestyle we have chosen will be there 
for our kids and grandkids to enjoy, declining habitats 
and hunter numbers are not the only threats we face.

Our democratic system of governance is the best in 
the world and our citizen led, science based system 
of natural resource management here in Missouri is 
considered a national model. It is a model, and reason-
ably unique, because the citizens managed to create 
and sustain a system that has remained mostly immune 
from political influence. Politicians like to be in charge 
of all of the money and all of the regulatory decision 
making. However, we the people took a chance with 
changing this 80 years ago by giving this authority 
regarding natural resource management to the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation (MDC) and more 
than 80% of us still think that was a good decision.  
MDC makes management decisions based solely upon 
what the best available science indicates is best for the 
resources that we the people cherish. As citizens, we 
provide input through an extensive public involvement 
process that allows us to make tweaks that allow for 
regional social preferences but even these tweaks stay 
within the bounds of what makes sense scientifically. 
The legislature is not permitted to have any significant 
influence over how the MDC allocates its’ budget or 
how the regulatory process, as it relates to resource 
management, functions. Although I do believe that 
our legislature sincerely does want what’s best for us, 
it is repeatedly demonstrated that some don’t seem to 
understand all of the important intricacies associated 
with natural resource management from a financial 
and regulatory standpoint. Attempts by some in the 
legislature to reclaim the power of this purse and 
regulatory influence over these decisions has been the 
root of periodic legislative attacks that the department 
has faced annually since its’ inception. However, talk to 

anyone that has been around for a few years and most 
will make the observation that never before has OUR 
system of natural resource governance been under at-
tack more severely than in this legislative session.

Although the complete list of bills that would be dam-
aging to our quality of life is too long to list here, below 
is a partial list and a brief description of the bills and 
the problems they present:

SB 337 (B. Munzlinger) The Commission and the 
Department of Conservation shall not engage in 
prohibited conduct with a connected not-for-profit 
corporation. This bill would essentially prohibit MDC 
from contributing to the support of any cooperative 
projects such as individual super fund habitat proj-
ects, our Habitat Challenge Grants, our Missouri Bird 
Conservation Initiative Grants, our National Archery 
in the Schools Program projects, and any other form 
of partnership where conservation funding involves 
the Department. Individually, agencies and organiza-
tions do good things for conservation. When we pool 
our resources we do GREAT things for conservation. 
We are obviously opposed to this bill in that it would 
significantly hamper our efforts. Successful conservation 
efforts require partnerships and there are few examples 
of projects or programs that would not be affected by this 
bill. Essentially ALL Non-Governmental Organization’s 
would be negatively impacted.

HB 763 (J. Houghton) The Commission and the 
Department of Conservation shall not engage in 
prohibited conduct with a connected not-for-profit 
corporation. This is the house version of SB337. We are 
opposed to this for the same reason we are opposed to the 
Senate version.

SB56 (B. Munzlinger): Amended to provide a 50% 
discount on hunting licenses for all nonresident 
landowners owning 75 acres or more.  

Summary: The original bill provided free permits for all 
Missouri residents but after considerable pushback the 
bill was modified to only include nonresident landown-
ers owning 75 acres or more. As many of us are aware, 
Missouri citizens do not receive similar benefits in other 
states and this is a direct threat to the Conservation 
Commission’s authority to regulate Missouri’s forest, 
fish and wildlife. For over 75 years the Commission has 
established hunting and fishing permit fees. Currently, the 
Department is seeking public input at the deer meetings 
on nonresident permit fees, including nonresident hunt-
ing permits. For these reasons, we are opposed to this bill.

HB710 (C. Basye): Allows nonresidents who own 
property or pay income taxes in Missouri to receive 
resident hunting and fishing permit privileges. This 
bill will be modified to match new version of SB56.  
This is the House version of SB56.  We are opposed to 
this for the same reason we are opposed to the Senate 
version.

SJR 1 (B. Munzlinger) Modifies the membership 
composition and terms of service of the commission-
ers on the Conservation Commission. This resolution 
proposes to expand the current 4 member commission 
that serves with the best interest of the entire state to 
an 8 member commission that would represent the 

interests of their respective regions. We are opposed to 
this and any other resolution or bill that proposes to 
inject politics into natural resource management. Once 
again, our system in Missouri is the envy of the nation 
and one of our strengths is that we have successfully 
adhered to the North American Model of Wildlife Man-
agement where natural resources are considered a public 
trust, where management decisions are based on science, 
managed through a public process, and where political 
influence has little bearing. We prefer to keep it this way.

SB 178 (B. Munzlinger) Modifies provisions relating 
to captive cervids. 

HB1094 (J. Houghton) Defines captive deer as agri-
cultural deer.

HB1096 (J. Houghton) Allows for the slaughter of 
captive deer.

These bills propose defining captive cervids as livestock. 
We are opposed to this bill because this definition change 
transfers regulatory authority to Missouri Department 
of Agriculture. Cervids (ex., white-tailed deer) currently 
are and should remain considered as wildlife regard-
less of which side of the fence they reside. Therefore, it is 
critically important to maintain current authorities with 
MDC because they are the best equipped agency to deal 
with the complexities of managing this valuable resource 
in the best interest of the citizenry as a whole. 

HJR 27 (B. Spencer) Proposes a constitutional 
amendment reducing the sales tax from 1/8th of a 
cent to 1/16th of a cent. If passed this would cut the 
Department’s budget by an estimated 54 million dol-
lars. We are opposed to this bill because we believe that 
the department has in the past, and continues to dem-
onstrate, that they are exceptionally responsible with the 
funding that they receive as a result of the sales tax. Our 
system of conservation management and governance 
is the envy of the country and the Missouri citizenry 
receives more return on this investment than probably 
any other form of government taxation. We do not take 
our natural resources for granted and we appreciate 
the exemplary stewardship that the Department has 
demonstrated with our money and what they’ve accom-
plished with it. This money is well spent and this funding 
stream needs to remain intact. If this bill was passed, the 
citizenry would realize a significant reduction in services 
that many probably currently take for granted. 

HJR 28 (B. Spencer) Proposes a constitutional 
amendment requiring the conservation sales tax to 
be approved by voters every 10 years. This resolution 
would require a vote of the people on the sales tax ev-
ery 10 years. We are opposed to this bill because it places 
at risk a funding source that contributes 60% of the 
Department’s operating budget. Proposals like this have 
been tried and failed multiple times in the past and this is 
seen as an unnecessary waste of effort. The Department 
could not afford to continue to do the job that has gained 
them a national reputation less 60% of their budget. 

SCR25 (Munzlinger): Creates the Missouri Wildlife 
Revitalization Task Force of legislators and landowners 
to develop wildlife restoration plans for areas impacted 

Defending Our Lifestyle

Continued on next page
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Timothy Schwent of Bootheel Boss Gobblers, Rob Keck and Lisa Masters of Walt Beumer Me-
morial Chapter at the grand national auction.

Lisa Masters of Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter and Lyndon and Janice ruediger of Rhine Valley 
Chapter at Grand National Auction.

by CWD. The legislation attempts to circumvent something MDC and conservation groups 
like NWTF have already been doing. The legislation is unnecessary and attempts to inter-
ject politics into wildlife management.   

HB 315 (W. Brown) Requires the Department of Conservation to conduct testing 
of deceased deer found along state highways for CWD. We are opposed to this bill for 
multiple reasons: 1) the professional scientists at MDC have already determined the most 
effective means of monitoring CWD, 2) not many road killed deer would yield usable 
samples and this sampling strategy would be an extreme waste of manpower and money, 
3) this strategy would be cost prohibitive.

HB 317 (W. Brown) and SB557 (P. LeVota) Requires the Department of Conserva-
tion to reimburse automobile owners up to $500 for damages inflicted upon their 
vehicles by deer.  We are opposed to this bill because it would require around 12% of the 
Department’s budget to cover the cost of this currently unbudgeted item. Missouri has the 
7th largest deer population in the nation yet ranks 15th in the nation for deer collision 
rates. All of the surrounding states rank higher than Missouri in deer collision rates. This 
is a testament to the Department’s ability to manage 1.6 million deer; furthermore, this 
wise management provides numerous cultural, social, and economic benefits (1.1  billion 
dollars) to Missouri. 

HB 833 (R. Ross): Establishes the Forestry Management Consortium to review and 
prescribe management plans for forest lands owned by the Department of Conserva-
tion. Prevents clearcuts on Department lands. This and the following 2 are all attacks 
on the Departments’ constitutional authority to make these types of decisions and set a 
precedent to transfer this authority, piece by piece, back to the legislature. 

HB 834 (R. Ross): Prohibits state agencies or entities from purchasing or receiving do-
nated land without the approval of the General Assembly.

HB1340 (Pogue): Requires all sales, transfers, or other conveyances of lands owned by the 
state, and the acquisition of lands by the state, to be approved by the General Assembly.  

Few of us like to play the political advocacy game. It takes from our precious time, it can 
be complicated, and it challenges our collective comfort zones. However, we are in a sit-
uation today where we must act. Every one of us needs to make our voices heard. If we 
do this, we will get what we ask for because there are enough of us to make it absolutely 
crystal clear to our representatives what we do and do not want. However, individually, 
please don’t assume that there will be enough of us to speak so that you don’t have to. 

To make your efforts as a conservation advocate easier, our good partner, the Con-
servation Federation of Missouri has provided a very user friendly tool for free to its’ 
affiliates.  Simply go to the following link: https://account.votility.com/enterprise/CFM/
index.php.  When you go there, just hit the green box in the upper right and sign up. 
When you enter your name and contact information the site automatically connects you 
to your house and senate representatives in the legislature. The site also alerts you to 
bills that can positively or negatively influence conservation, the gist of the bill, and also 
contains an auto-loaded message that is true to conservation that you can put in your 
own words or just hit send.

Please do your part for conservation; sign up, get informed, and get involved. This is 
your chance to make a difference or explain to your kids and grandkids why and how 
things changed for the worse on your watch. 

A Sunday afternoon visit with these legendary Missouri Sportsmen; Dave Murphy, Doc Dettmer, 
John Lewis. Dan Zerr and Tim Schwent.

Making Headway
By Mike Allen 
Brashear, MO - Regional Director 
National Wild Turkey Federation

Sometimes it is hard to know if you are 
making any headway…it seems like two 
steps forward, three steps back.  That 
isn’t the case with the NWTF’s Save 
the Habitat. Save the Hunt. Initiative.  
Everything we do to ensure a hunting 
lifestyle is track able, and it is easy to see 
our progress.

Each time one of our members in-
troduce a new person to the sport of 

hunting, we are making headway.  The 
tracking of that is where we sometimes 
drop the ball.  Your regional field staff 
can provide you with the documenta-
tion needed to track the number of 
hunters created.  In Missouri, your state 
boa plan calls for the creation of a set 
number of new hunters each year.  If 
each of us can introduce someone new 
to the sport, and take the few minutes 
it takes to fill out the form and submit 
it to Regional Biologist John Burk, we 
will be able to track our progress, and 

Continued on page 8

Memories from the Nashville NWTF Trip
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Building Memories

Lane Stroup Marble Hill, MO Killed this 2014 double bearded gobbler. 
One beard was 12” and the other was 5 1/2”. He weighed 21 pounds 
and had 3/4” spurs!  Way to go Lane!

Tanner Koenig (Hickory County Jakes & Jennies), first place winner of the 2015 Missouri scholarship award.  Tanner will compete 
for the National Scholarship. Other winners include 2. Billie Rae House (Shoal Creek Chapter), 3. Trevor DeHaan (NEMO Chapter), 
4. Chase Steffens (Bootheel Boss Gobblers).

Scholarship Award Winner

Big thanks to everyone who helped out Friday March 13th at Cabela’s for the kids calling 
competition! St. Louis Longbeards & Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter. Looks like the kids had 
a great time!

Walt Beumer Memorial Chapter; Lisa Masters, Gary Payuer, Gary Rieth accepting award for 
Best Jakes Special Event in the nation!

NWTF Participates In 
NASP State Tournament
Several members of the state board of 
the Missouri Chapter of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation assisted at the 
National Archery in the Schools Program 
(NASP) Missouri State Tournament held 
at TanTarA Resort, March 27th and 28th.  
State Chapter President R L Bennett, 
board members Rob Stover and Travis 
Moore, and Technical Committee Rep-
resentative Kevin Hedgpeth staffed the 
equipment loaning station and a MON-
WTF booth.

“As a state board, we decided to offer our 
assistance at this year’s event for a couple 
of reasons” said Moore.  “For one, it’s a 
great event and a  great opportunity to 
talk turkeys with almost 10,000 people.  
The second reason is that we wanted 
to offer some of our time as well as our 
state funds.  Since 2007, MONWTF has 
invested over $163,000 in local school 
equipment grants and in the state NASP 
tournament.”

 Almost 1,400 participants shot in this 
year’s event.  Each participant shoots a 
total of 40 practice and competition ar-

rows from 10 and 15 meters away from 
the target.  This means that 55,520 arrows 
were shot over the day and half long 
event!

 The MONWTF booth included informa-
tion on our organization, regulations on 
the upcoming spring turkey season, a 
drawing for a Red Ryder BB gun, and a 
variety of turkey calls for visitors to play 
with.  The gobble call was the most popu-
lar, as every time it was used, another 
dozen kids would show up to see what 
that noise was!

 “It was a pretty impressive event to see 
and be a part of,” said Moore.  “We want 
to come back next year and bring a big-
ger group of NWTF volunteers.  How 
cool would it be to have an entire ses-
sion of range officers wearing the NWTF 
‘waking turkeys’ logo?”

 The state board will start planning for 
next year’s event soon.  If you would like 
to be a part of the 2016 event, contact 
Travis Moore at old3toes@hotmail.com 
or by calling him at 573-231-2859.

Shelby Winslow, a sophomore from Lee’s Summit West High School, won top female and 
top overall archer for the third year in a row with an impressive score of 295 out of a 
possible 300.  Seth Pezley, a freshman from Helias High School in Jefferson City, was the 
top male archer with a score of 294.  Nipping at their heels was Salem Middle School 
fifth grader Irving Johnson with a score of 293.  Also worth mentioning was the continued 
dominance of the team from George Guffey Elementary School in Fenton that again won 
the team division for the elementary division for the seventh straight year.
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Kelsie Seaman receiving her scholarship from the Stealth Gobblers 
at their event.

Ethan Pulliam receiving his scholarship at the Tick Ridge event. 

Allison Garrett receiving her scholarship at the Kirksville Ridge 
Runners event.

The George C. Clark 
Missouri State Chapter 

Scholarship 
Awards

Austin Nelson receiving his scholarship from the Randolph County 
Longbeards at their event.

Jaclyn Weydert and Stewart McCollum receiving their scholarships 
from the Youngs Creek Cutters at their event.

Gabe Heathman receiving his scholarship at the Salt River Sharp 
Spurs event.

Ryan Strange receiving the Fabius River Fantails scholarship at their 
event.

Sydney Nichols receiving her scholarship from the Grand River Gob-
blers at their local banquet.

Tanner Woodrich receiving his scholarship at the Tabo Creek Thun-
dering Toms event.
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As part of the National Wild Turkey Federation’s 
(NWTF) Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative, 
Missouri initiated a new hunter recruitment program 
last year in partnership with Quail Forever (QF) and 
the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC). In 
an effort to attract new hunters into the sport, 6 dove 
fields were planted in different regions throughout the 
state on private land.  

This project, from start to finish, was an excellent 
example of the true value of a cooperative effort in that 
all 3 partner agencies and organizations gave equally 
of their resources to make it a success. The MDC and 
NWTF helped pay for the seed, herbicide, fertilizer 
and contracted installation costs of 2 of the fields. All 
3 partners helped promote the opportunity and MDC 
conducted the workshops to educate the new hunters. 
QF was very instrumental in locating landowners that 
provided 67% of the access and also planted those 4 
fields after the seed and herbicide was provided.

Quail Forever was so pleased with the results of the 
program that the State Chapter of NWTF was awarded 
their Partnership Award at the Quail Forever State 
Convention in Columbia Missouri on Saturday March 
7th. 

This year we will have 12 fields scattered across the 
state; 6 identified and installed by Quail Forever and 6 
by NWTF.  We are also thankful for our new partners 
in this endeavor; Friends of the NRA that will also 
provide funding to offset the costs of planting the fields 
and Lucas Oil Speedway will provide access for both 
dove fields and youth turkey hunting during the Gov-
ernors Youth Turkey Hunt. Quail and Upland Wildlife 
Federation will also provide assistance with installing 
fields, getting folks signed up, and with mentoring. 
In addition, the Mark Twain National Forest will use 
our program as a tool to convert a 10-15 acre fescue 
field into native warm season grass (NWSG) using the 
Clearfield sunflowers that we will provide as a conver-
sion crop. The Tidwell Area in southwest Missouri 
(part of our Ozarks Focal Landscape) has a series of 
old fields that has been overtaken by fescue, sericea 
lespedeza, and other undesirable vegetation. The Wild-
life Division of MDC or a local contractor will take the 
seed and herbicide that we provide and install the field 

that will be reserved for first time hunters in Septem-
ber. The following spring or the spring of 2017, the 
field will then be seeded to a forb rich mix of NWSG 
to provide quality nesting and brood rearing habitat 
into the future. This program fits well into our Save 
the Hunt goals and addresses the R3 (Recruitment, 
retention, and reengagement) approach to creating 
new hunters. Therefore, our project also ranked high 
amongst those submitted for consideration for film-
ing in the coming year for future episodes of Save the 
Habitat. Save the Hunt TV. 

Similar to last year, participating landowners get high 
quality sunflower fields installed on their proper-
ties in return for access to these fields for an a.m. and 
p.m. hunt opening day, and an a.m. and or p.m. hunt 

the first Saturday in September.  Participants will be 
solicited via hunter education packets, news releases, 
articles, websites and social media between now and 
August. Potential participants that were not part of a 
hunter education class would also be encouraged to 
attend a dove clinic that will be made available prior to 
dove season. Priority will be given to individuals that 
have never hunted anything previously regardless of 
age and second priority will be given to youth hunters 
11 -15. 

If you are interested in possibly providing this op-
portunity to someone you might know or may have 
interest in being a mentor on these hunts please either 
contact myself at John Burk jburk@nwtf.net or 573-
676-5994 or sign up at http://tinyurl.com/pee68dm 

2015 New Hunter Recruitment Dove Field Initiative

State Chapter President Tim Brooks (L) receiving the Quail Forever 
Partnership Award from their CEO Howard Vincent.
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know we are making headway.  Our 
dove fields were instrumental in 2014 
in the creation of new hunters, and we 
look to have and even bigger impact in 
2015.  Let us know if you have interest 
in mentoring at a dove field this fall and 
spread the word to any potential par-
ticipants. We are prioritizing first time 
hunters of any age but second priority 
will be provided to youths age 11-15.

We are making headway towards the 
Save the Habitat side of our initiative 
through our  conservation seed pro-

gram.  This program is both a member 
benefit and adds to our acres enhanced.  
The food plot seed is on the way, for 
those of you who sent in your orders 
in December or January, we will be in 
contact as soon as the seed is delivered, 
letting you know when and where to 
pick it up.  Costs are about the same as 
last year on corn, soybeans, and milo.

I can assure each of you, we are making 
headway in the banquet season.  As I 
write this, the majority of banquets have 
been completed, with very good results.  
The committees I work with have 
excelled this year, and the results show 

it.  Sponsor numbers are up, member-
ships are on track to increase, and the 
auctions and raffles have done well.  
The banquet program is a very major 
component of the NWTF’s fundraising 
efforts.  I applaud everyone’s efforts in 
keeping the NWTF at the forefront in 
the conservation arena.  

With that said, there is still plenty of 
opportunity to attend a banquet.  Check 
out the remaining events on our state 
website, monwtf.org.  You can also learn 
about events on our Facebook page at 
NWTF-Missouri.  

There is also opportunity for your 
chapter to increase the impact you have 
within the NWTF.  Visit with your 
Regional Director and find out about 
hosting a gun bash, sportsmen’s night 
out, or adding a fundraising component 
at your JAKE’s event this summer.  Hav-
ing an added event will strengthen the 
NWTF, and those events are fun to do.

The entire field staff appreciates all of 
your efforts, be it at the committee level, 
or by attending an event.  Here’s hoping 
you have a great spring, and make some 
headway with your turkey hunting.

Making Headway, continued from page 4.

If you have pictures of your outdoor experiences 
that you would like to share with your NWTF peers, 
PLEASE submit them to John Burk at jburk@nwtf.
net with a brief photo description and they will be 

considered for the harvest page section of your 
Show Me Gobbler newsletter.

Jason Pollard of the Salt River Sharp Spurs with a dandy 
muzzleloader bomber.

The George C. Clark Missouri State Chapter 

Member Harvest Page

Dave Stokes of the Walt Buemer Memorial Chapter with a fine 
buck.

Austin Clayton a Buemer JAKE with a nice Lake of the Ozarks 
bucket mouth. 

Lucas Mercurio, another Buemer JAKE, with his first dove. 

Father and son Jerry Mercurio of the Walt Buemer Memorial Chapter after a good 
shoot in Canada.

Brian Duckett , your new Missouri State Chapter Secretary 
post duck meanness at Otter Slough…guess those spin-
ners do work!
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By Jason L. Isabelle 
Resource Scientist 
Missouri Department of Conservation

The second winter trapping season of the Missouri 
Department of Conservation’s (MDC) wild turkey re-
search project is rapidly coming to a close. This year, 
researchers captured about 290 turkeys in northern 
Missouri. Once captured, all turkeys were banded and 
some fitted with radio-transmitters, then released at 
the same location where captured. Each transmitter 
has a unique radio-frequency, which allows research-
ers to track a number of turkeys at the same site. 

Along with the turkeys captured last winter, research-
ers are currently tracking about 200 birds: 80 adult 
gobblers, 70 jakes, and 50 hens. As March progresses 
and the bond between winter flocks begins to wane, 
researchers will continue to track the birds as they 
settle into areas where they’ll spend the spring 
months. To increase the efficiency of monitoring, the 
Conservation Department has mounted antennas 
onto some of its trucks. This allows researchers to 
hear signals from the birds’ radio-transmitters from 
more than a mile away. Fitting wild turkeys with 
radio-transmitters enables researchers to determine 
their survival throughout the year. Another part of 
the research project involves determining harvest 
rates. Any hunter who harvests a banded turkey in 
Missouri is encouraged to call the toll-free phone 
number inscribed on the band. This information is 

critically important to the success of the project. In 
addition to determining harvest rates, researchers 
will be monitoring hens closely during the upcoming 
nesting season to determine how successful they are 
at hatching and rearing young.

The trapping of wild turkeys is part of a five-year 
study that began in 2013. The Conservation Depart-
ment’s research project is being conducted in partner-
ship with the University of Missouri, the University of 
Washington and the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF). Funding for the project comes from the 
Conservation Department and grants from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Wildlife Restoration Pro-
gram and the George Clark Missouri State Chapter of 
the NWTF.

The research project will provide information that 
will be used by the Conservation Department’s Wild 
Turkey Management Program to monitor the turkey 
population and to inform decisions about hunting 
regulations. The Conservation Department uses a 
science-based approach to manage the state’s wild 
turkey population, and this research project is just 
one of the many ways that the Department obtains 
the information used in its program.

This year’s regular spring turkey season runs from 
April 20 – May 10, and the youth spring turkey sea-
son is April 11–12. Despite poor hatches from 2007 
to 2010, production in three of the last four years 

has improved enough to stabilize turkey numbers 
throughout much of the state. Turkey numbers in 
northwest Missouri remain well below the peak 
numbers observed 10–15 years ago. Similarly, turkey 
numbers in northeast Missouri have struggled to 
rebound from the population declines that occurred 
in the past decade. Despite northern Missouri hav-
ing the best regional turkey production in 2014, it 
will take several years of good hatches to bolster the 
population. An increase in jake numbers should be 
evident in much of northern Missouri this spring, but 
harvesting an adult gobbler will continue to be more 
challenging than it was when there were more turkeys 
on the landscape.

Turkey numbers in the Ozarks have been relatively 
stable for the past several years. The eastern Ozarks, 
in particular, has had some of the state’s best turkey 
production. Good gobbler numbers and an abun-
dance of public land make this region a good choice. 
The western Ozarks and Ozark Border region con-
tinue to contain many of the top harvest counties 
in the state, and this will likely be the case in 2015. 
Prospects are also good for the River Breaks Region, 
which lies just south of the Missouri River and west of 
the Mississippi River from Osage County east to Jef-
ferson County and south to Cape Girardeau County. 
This region encompasses some of the state’s best tur-
key habitat, and its counties consistently rank among 
the highest in spring turkey harvest. Hunters should 
generally expect similar opportunities to those en-
countered during the past several seasons. Harvesting 
a gobbler will continue to be more challenging than it 
was during the population peak that occurred during 
the late 1990s and early 2000s. Two-year-old gobblers 
won’t be as abundant as in 2014, but carry-over from 
previous years should provide some great hunting. 

MDC Wild Turkey Research Project 
Enters Second Year – 2015 Spring 
Turkey Season Outlook

The Governors Youth Turkey Hunt has been a very successful event over the last 6 
years and serves both as a celebration of Missouri’s leading role in providing out-
door recreational opportunity as well as recruiting and retaining additional outdoor 
enthusiasts.  This hunt is a cooperative effort between Governor Jay Nixon, the 
Conservation Federation of Missouri, National Wild Turkey Federation, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation, elected officials from the capitol, and a host of private 
landowners and other volunteers. 

The goal of this mentored hunting program is to enable youths ages 11 to 15 and their 
guardians’ access to the spice of life that we all know hunting provides in our lives. 
Mentored hunts take our popular outreach programs to the next level providing a 
hands-on hunting experience that will ideally complete the hunter creation circle. 
Mentored hunts also play heavily into the achievement of Missouri’s portion of the 
1.5 million hunters that we will create over the next 10 years. The two major ways that 
hunters will be created is through Hunter Safety Program expansion and mentored 
hunts. Based upon national statistics, 60% of Hunter Safety graduates go on to hunt; 
therefore, we will count 60% of the graduates taught by our members. These numbers 
can be queried through the MDC State Hunter Safety Coordinator. However, the only 
way we can tally the number of hunters created through mentored hunts carried out 
by our volunteers is if they are reported by those individuals that provide them. 

I know that we will create up to 15 new hunters through our Governors’ Youth Turkey 
Hunt and these will be recorded and added to our total. However, I also know that 
our members will be providing similar opportunities to youths across the state this 
April 11th and 12th as well as many more April 20th through May 10th. Please help 
us achieve our Save the Hunt goals by taking a minute or two to fill out one of our 

Hunter Recruitment Reporting Forms. These forms and reporting instructions can be 
found at http://www.monwtf.org/news/ . 

Seventh Annual Governors Youth Hunt

The seventh annual event has help build a respect for the wild turkey here in Missouri.
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Lewis County Strutters - 04/03/2015 
Location: Queen of Peace Parish 
  Ewing, MO 63440 
Contact: Ron Richardson 
Phone: (660) 462-3640

Platte Cty Longspurs - 04/04/2015 
Location: Platte County Fairgrounds 
  414 M92 Spur Hwy 
  Tracy, MO 64079 
Contact: Brandon Biddle 
Phone: (573) 719-6077 
Email: birdbuster84@yahoo.com

Meramec Valley Strutters - 04/10/2015 
Location: Knights of Columbus Hall 
  231 South Highway 185 
  Sullivan, MO 63080 
Contact: Dennis Twyman 
Phone: (573) 468-5010

Carroll County Longbeards - 04/10/2015 
Location: Rupe Center 
  710 Harvest Hills Drive 
  Carrollton, MO 64633 
Contact: Joe Mccumber 
Phone: (660) 322-0801 
Email: joemccumber@hotmail.com

State Fair Strutters - 04/11/2015 
Location: MEC Building 
  Missouri State Fair Grounds 
  Sedalia, MO 65301 
Contact: Charles Mattingly 
Phone: (660) 827-0758 
Email: cmats@sbcglobal.net

Mid-State - 04/16/2015 
Location: Stoney Creek Inn 
  2601 S. Providence Road 
  Columbia, MO 65203 
Contact: Jody Martin 
Phone: (573) 999-9024 
Email: jmartin@cmcmfg.com

Green Hill - 04/17/2015 
Location: National Guard Armory 
  900 Industrial Drive 
  Trenton, MO 64683 
Contact: Robin Chambers 
Phone: (660) 654-1192

Hocomo Big Beards - 04/18/2015 
Location: Knights of Columbus Hall 
  707 First St. 
  Glascow, MO 65254 
Contact: Gene Smith 
Phone: (660) 537-4667 
Email: gsmith603@hotmail.com

Muddy Creek Gobblers - 04/18/2015 
Location: Thiebaud Auditorium 
  11th and Poplar 
  Lamar, MO 64759 
Contact: Jared Chestnut 
Phone: (417) 682-3767

Spring River Toms - 04/24/2015 
Location: Carthage Memorial Hall 
  407 South Garrison 
  Carthage, MO 64836 
Contact: Jerry Hartman 
Phone: (417) 388-2923 
Email: j42a43h@hotmail.com

Triple B Chapter- Buffalo Big Birds - 04/24/2015 
Location: Double Diamond Banquet Building 
  Highway 32 West 
  Buffalo, MO 65622 
Contact: Travis Pierce 
Phone: (417) 840-8761 
Email: bighunter_270@hotmail.com

Gentry County Gobblers - 04/25/2015 
Location: Tri Meadows 
  34499 St Hwy VV 
  Conception Juct., MO 64434 
Contact: Mitch Holtman 
Phone: (816) 273-6774

Osage Gobblers - 05/01/2015 
Location: Osage County Community Center 
  Highway 50 East 
  Linn, MO 65051 
Contact: Steve Brune 
Phone: (573) 897-2211 
Email: sbrune@midambk.com

Jacomo Strutters - 05/08/2015 
Location: Lake Lotawana Sportsmen’s Club 
  29709 East Alley Road 
  Lake Lotawana, MO 64086 
Contact: Norbert Kurok 
Phone: (816) 560-0799 
Email: norbertk@shamrockcabinet.com

St. Louis Longbeards - 05/16/2015 
Location: Oakville Elks Lodge 
  4261 Berg Hill Rd 
  St. Louis, MO 63129 
Contact: Russ Ode 
Phone: (314) 644-4228

King City Strutters - 05/30/2015 
Location: Tri County Altternative Energy 
  604 North Grand 
  King City, MO 64463 
Contact: Justin Washburn 
Phone: (660) 535-4824 
Email: jkwash5@centurylink.net

Nolan R. Hutcheson Memorial - 06/05/2015 
Location: Intercounty Electric 
  102 Maple Avenue 
  Licking, MO 65542 
Contact: Kurt Homeyer 
Phone: (417) 260-7997

Branson Tri-Lakes - 06/06/2015 
Location: Clarion Hotel 
  2820 West Hwy 76 
  Branson, MO 65616 
Contact: Jack Livingston 
Phone: (417) 699-3481 
Email: jlandcm@yahoo.com

Crowleys Ridge Limbhangers - 06/19/2015 
Location: ELKS Lodge 
  325 Two Mile Road 
  Dexter, MO 63841 
Contact: Kyle Ouzts 
Phone: (573) 258-0770 
Email: kouzts@sbcglobal.com

Bollinger County Double Beards - 06/20/2015 
Location: First Baptist Church of Marble Hill 
  502 Broadway 
  Marble Hill, MO 63764 
Contact: Randy Pogue 
Phone: (573) 238-3234

Finley River Chapter - 07/17/2015 
Location: Christian County ELKS 
  2400 N 18th Street 
  Ozark, MO 65721 
Contact: Jared Byerly 
Phone: (417) 840-4973 
Email: jaredbyerly@yahoo.com

Ritchie Meredith Memorial Chapter - 
07/18/2015 
Location: Elm Branch Church 
  17591 Lawrence 1200 
  Aurora, MO 65605 
Contact: Brian Fronabarger 
Phone: (417) 840-4797 
Email: bfronabarger@gmail.com

David Blanton Memorial - 07/18/2015 
Location: Mt. Grove YMCA 
  1 YMCA Drive 
  Mt. Grove, MO 65711 
Contact: Darren & Lori Jones 
Phone: (417) 746-4854

Shoal Creek Chapter - 07/24/2015 
Location: St. Marys Catholic Church Gym 
  200 Front Street 
  Pierce City, MO 65723 
Contact: Bill House 
Phone: (417) 442-3719

Locust Creek Longbeards - 08/01/2015 
Location: Milan Community Center 
  203 N. Market St 
  Milan, MO 63556 
Contact: Kirk Hendershott 
Phone: (660) 216-9991 
Email: kirkhendershott@yahoo.com

Dry Fork Strutters - 08/07/2015 
Location: Oak Meadow Country Club 
  10700 Co Rd 8110 
  Rolla, MO 65401 
Contact: Joe Malters 
Phone: (573) 364-1550 
Email: jmalt@fidnet.com

Rhine Valley Chapter - 08/08/2015 
Location: St. George Church 
  4th Street 
  Hermann, MO 65041 
Contact: Lyndon Ruediger

Ozark Mountain Gobblers - 08/08/2015 
Location: Arcadia Valley Elks 
  204 S. McCune Street 
  Pilot Knob, MO 63663 
Contact: Kenneth Sherrill 
Phone: (573) 546-3392

Derek’s Botom Line - 08/12/2015 
Location: Kansas City 
  3804 NE 95th Terrace 
  Kansas City, MO 64156 
Contact: Derek Payne 
Phone: (573) 999-4574 
Email: dpayne@nwtf.net

River Bottom Gobblers - 08/15/2015 
Location: Caruthersville Armory 
  801 West Third Street 
  Caruthersville, MO 63830 
Contact: Mickey Moody 
Phone: (573) 333-0662 
Email: dmoody@fsbtrust.com

Perry County Beards & Spurs - 08/23/2015 
Location: Perryville ELKS Lodge 
  Hwy 51 Bypass 
  Perryville, MO 63775 
Contact: Dominic Blythe 
Phone: (573) 768 0878

Derek’s Gun Library - 08/26/2015 
Location: Derek’s House 
  3804 NE 95th Terrace 
  Kansas City, MO 64156 
Contact: Derek Payne 
Phone: (573) 999-4574 
Email: dpayne@nwtf.net

Gun Bash - 08/29/2015 
Location: St. Louis Skeet and Trap 
  Old Route 66 
  Pacific, MO 63069 
Contact: Tim Besancenez 
Phone: (636) 262-0815 
Email: tbesancenez@nwtf.net

Cedar County Upland Chapter - 09/05/2015 
Location: Ray Zumwalt Expo Center 
  End of RB Road 
  Stockton, MO 65785 
Contact: Micky Morrison 
Phone: 4172826671 
Email: bonecrewel@aol.com

Little Dixie Longbeards - 09/11/2015 
Location: Audrain Fairgrounds 4-H Building 
  Mexico, MO 65265 
Contact: Ben Doerge 
Phone: (573) 473-7009 
Email: badoerge@hotmail.com

See’s Creek Strutters - 09/19/2015 
Location: Knight’s of Columbus Hall 
  Main St. 
  Monroe City, MO 63456 
Contact: Chris Kleindienst 
Phone: (573) 735-5406 
Email: thehuntingcorner@yahoo.com

Clay Howlett Memorial - 09/26/2015 
Location: Pulaski County Shrine Club 
  26920 Shrine Road 
  Waynesville, MO 65583 
Contact: Clinton Jarrett 
Phone: (573) 855-1442

St. Louis Sponsor Event - 09/26/2015 
Location: Anheuser Busch Mansion 
  Grants Farm 
  St. Louis, MO 63123 
Contact: Matt Ludwig 
Phone: (314) 853-4424 
Email: mludwig1@charter.net

Gasconade River Gobblers - 10/02/2015 
Location: Belle / Bland Community Buidling 
  200 Hwy 28 
  Belle, MO 65013 
Contact: Kyle Lairmore 
Phone: (573) 437-8899 
Email: kylelairmore@hotmail.com

Bunt Cumbea Laclede Co Chapter - 10/04/2015 
Location: Cowan Civic Center 
  500 E. Elm St. 
  Lebanon, MO 65536 
Contact: Karen Ray 
Phone: (417) 588-1643

Clark County Longbeards - 10/10/2015 
Location: Pioneer Seed Building 
  Hwy 136 
  Kahoka, MO 63445 
Contact: Dusty Davis 
Phone: (660) 341-3683

Missouri Hunting Heritage Banquets

For a complete list, visit: 
www.nwtf.org/in_your_state/banquet.php
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NASHVILLE, Tenn.— Agent Keith Wol-
lard of Hartville, Missouri, is a 29-year 
veteran of the Missouri Department of 
Conservation. His exemplary poacher 
arrest and conviction rate earned him a 
national award.

The National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) named Agent Wollard the 
Wildlife Officer of the Year at the 39th an-
nual NWTF Convention and Sport Show. 
RAM is the official show sponsor. Wollard 
also won the NWTF’s Missouri State Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year Award. “I 
have worked closely with the National Wild 
Turkey Federation during my entire career,” 
said Wollard. “This is a great honor from a 
wonderful organization.”

The NWTF determined this year’s award 
winners based on how their work strength-
ens the organization’s new Save the Habi-
tat. Save the Hunt. initiative. Wollard is extremely devoted 
to prosecuting the more serious wildlife violations, especially 
those related to wild turkeys. He has made over 180 arrests for 
attempting to take a turkey during a closed season.

Wollard’s dedication extends beyond his duties as a conser-
vation agent. He helped form and now leads a conservation 
program that improves habitat for wild turkey, quail and other 
game species on private and public land. The local Soil and 
Water Conservation District, NWTF, NRCS and several other 
groups participate is this highly successful partnership.

The wildlife agent also is committed to 
educating youth in outdoor pursuits. He is 
a founding member of the Mountain Grove 
Chapter of the NWTF and is active in youth 
mentored hunts, selecting youth scholarship 
recipients and hosting young people at JAKES 
(Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics and 
Sportsmanship) events.

“Agent Wollard is an outstanding example of 
someone who recognizes the importance of 
conserving wildlife and habitat, and preserv-
ing our hunting heritage,” said George Thorn-
ton, NWTF CEO. “His dedication to uphold-
ing game laws and reaching potential hunters 
is impressive. We commend his service, and 
are proud to honor him with this award.”

About Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.

The NWTF Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. 
initiative is a charge that mobilizes science, 

fundraising and devoted volunteers to give the NWTF more 
energy and purpose than ever. Through this national initiative, 
NWTF has committed to raising $1.2 billion to conserve or 
enhance more than 4 million acres of essential upland wildlife 
habitat, create at least 1.5 million hunters and open access to 
500,000 acres for hunting, shooting and outdoor enjoyment. 
Without hunters, there will be no wildlife or habitat. The 
NWTF is determined to Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.

For more information about this article and photos, or other 
convention highlights, contact Peter Muller at pmuller@nwtf.
net or (803) 637-7698.

Missouri Wildlife Officer Wins National Award

Agent Keith Wollard. Photo credit: MDC.

In our last funding cycle the Spring River 
Toms Chapter of Carthage Missouri were 
approved for a super fund grant to put 
the NASP Program in their local school 
district. In early February of this year, 
the first ever Carthage Archery team 
competed in the Carl Junction Shootout. 
This tournament was a state qualifying 
tournament and their students per-
formed very well. As a team, Carthage 
placed 4th  and scored a total of 3087 
pts, qualifying them for the state tourna-
ment that will be held at Osage Beach 
on March 27th and 28th . Sam Davis 
and Allison Fix qualified as individuals 
for the state tournament as well. Bridger 
Denefrio brought home a 2nd place tro-
phy in the 3D Challenge. These students 
have put in a lot of time and effort to 
become efficient archers and we are very 
proud of each and every one of them! 

This is a local example of how NWTF is 
making a difference in our state. Since 

2007, the NWTF has invested more 
than $163,000 and has helped place the 
NASP program in more than 90 school 
systems. The state chapter will also have 
a presence at this years’ state tournament 
with the effort being led by state board 
member Travis Moore. Although the 
NASP program does not directly create 
hunters towards our Save the Habitat. 
Save the Hunt. goals the NASP program 
is a conduit for reaching kids that do not 
know and are not affiliated with hunters 
to create that initial interest. The NASP 
program is unique in that it is a widely 
excepted benign shooting related activity 
that is plugged directly into our schools 
through the physical education program. 
The skill of archery is easily taught, any-
one can participate and succeed, and is 
a proven confidence builder. The NASP 
program has also been shown to increase 
student engagement and performance, 
and can spark interest in some students 

to pursue opportunities to expand to 
other forms of the shooting sports and 
hunting. 

Spring River Toms Grateful for Support of Local NASP Program

Bridger Denefrio with his 2nd place trophy in 
the 3D Challenge.

Archers on the line taking aim .

Visit us on the web @ www.monwtf.org or find us on FACEBOOK

The 39th annual 
NWTF Convention 
and Sport Show
The Grand National Calling Cham-
pionships, sponsored by Lynch 
Calls, offered a newly reformatted 
Senior Division finals competition, 
which drew the largest crowds of 
any calling division. Billy Yargus, of 
Missouri, made the best impression 
on the live judging panel and took 
top honors.

Charlie Ward (L) from Lynch Calls present-
ing the award to Bill Yargus (R) at the 2015 
NWTF Turkey Calling Contest in Nashville, 
Tennessee in February.  Photo credit: NWTF.



The National Wild Turkey Federation
Show-Me Gobbler
c/o Bernie Grice
1310 Bradshaw Ave.
Columbia, MO  65203

Copy Deadlines for the Show Me Gobbler 
March 15, July 10 & November 15

Despite logistical challenges, most of which are beyond our control, the 
conservation seed program continues to be popular with our members 
and provides a significant member benefit. Things to know about our seed 
program:

The year-old or older seed that makes our program possible has a germination 
rate of greater than 60% (most is greater than 80%) or we wouldn’t offer it.

This is a national program so how much seed we get is dependent upon how 
much is released by the seed companies and we do not control this. Therefore, 
placing an order does not guarantee that you will get that seed, it just lets me 
know how much to order and will be made available to you IF it becomes 
available.

We do not control when the seed gets here. It is usually well within the planting 
window (usually by mid-May). 

Shipping restrictions (429 bag minimum, forklift accessible, adequate storage 
area) limit where we can have it delivered so it may not be close to you. The 
delivery locations will be Kirksville, St. Louis, and Cape Girardeau.  

We will improve the program where we can:

Seed location coordinators will contact everyone on my list associated with 
their site once the seed arrives (this hadn’t always happened previously).

We will either commercially ship larger chapter orders in-state once the seed is 
here or we will offer gas reimbursements based on receipt to volunteers willing 
to move larger chapters orders to more convenient locations.

The seed will be Roundup Ready corn and soybeans and milo. The corn will be 
$30/50lb bag and the beans and milo will be $7/50lb bag. Same rules apply, you 
MUST be a member to purchase the seed, it CANNOT be harvested, and the 
limit on corn is 5 bags per person. DO NOT reapply if you have already sent 
your order from the December 2014 edition. However, this is a first come first 
served opportunity and the order placed was based upon orders received so 
there may not be seed for you if you are not on the list. 

If you are interested in ordering some seed, please fill out the information 
below and return it to John Burk, 7152 Tomahawk Lane, Steedman MO 
65077 or e-mail me the same information to jburk@nwtf.net. 

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________  State _________  Zip __________________

Phone Number (___________)   _______________________________________________

Number of bags of RR corn (5 bag limit) _____________ 
(should be around $30.00/50lb. bag)

Number of bags of RR soybeans _____________ 
(should be around $7.00/50lb. bag)

Number of bags of milo  _____________ 
(should be around $7.00/50lb. bag)  

Order Your 2015 
Spring Seed HERE!

High School Division
Sarcoxie R-II, Sarcoxie
Lee’s Summit West, Lee’s Summit
Helias High School, Jefferson City

Middle School Division
Ridgewood Middle School, Arnold
Hillsboro Junior High, Hillsboro
Sarcoxie Middle School, Sarcoxie

Elementary School Division
George Guffey Elementary School, Fenton
St. Thomas the Apostle, St. Thomas
Longview Farm Elementary, Lee’s Summit

Individual High School Males
Seth Pezley, Helias High School  
Zane White, Sarcoxie R-2
Christian Durst, Lee’s Summit West
Gavin Currey, Sarcoxie R-2
Caleb Ridenour, Seckman

Individual High School Females
Shelby Winslow, Lee’s Summit West
Lexie Vaught, Crane High School
Samantha Lee, Joplin High School
Katherine McDonald, Helias High School
Isabelle Smith, Lee’s Summit West

Individual Middle School Males
Jeremy Stockman, St. Thomas the Apostle
Andy Rodgers, Our Lady of the Presentation
Nate Baldwin, Sarcoxie R-2
Michael Sechrest-Grove, Ridgewood 

Middle School
Ben Nance, St. Clair Middle School

Individual Middle School Females
Jenna Newell, Ridgewood Middle School
Madison Genge, Hillsboro Junior High
Lauren Smith, Summit Lakes Middle School      
Lexi Shopmaker, Crane Middle School
McKenna Schneider, Ridgewood 

Middle School

Individual Elementary School Males
Irving Johnson, Salem Middle School
Tyler Gardner, Clinton Intermediate
Max Wangler, Sarcoxie Elementary
Drake Acheson, Sarcoxie Elementary
Wyatt Berhorst, St. Joseph Catholic Westphalia

Individual Elementary School Females
Maggie Carrol, George Guffey
Sydney Menard, George Guffey
Grace Boessen, St. Thomas the Apostle
Jordyn Dawson, Simpson Elementary
Katie Fredrickson, Carl Junction

2015 MO-NASP Winning Teams 
and Other Individual Winners:


